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CHRISTMAS  WEEK. 


Next  week's  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Dkuggist  will  be 
posted  early  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  all  communica- 
tions to  be  dealt  with  in  that  issue  must  reach  us  not  later 
than  Tuesday  morning.  This  particularly  applies  to  Small 
Advertisements  for  the  Supplement,  and  although  we  shall 
xeceive  such  Advertisements  |up  to  5  [P  m.  on  Tuesday,  we 
shall  be  glad  to  have  them  earlier. 

« The  Office  will  be  closed  on  Christmas  Day  and  Boxing 
Day,  and  there  will  be  attendance  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
mornings  for  the  supply  of  Supplements,  and  sale  of  the 
Journal  and  Books. 


TEN -GUINEA  COMPETITION. 


Home  Subscribers  are  reminded  that  they  should  send  in 
the  Coupons  issued  with  the  Diary,  and  filled  up,  before  the 
last  day  of  the  present  month.  The  conditions  of  the  Com- 
petition are  fully  dealt  with  upon  it,  and  further  informa- 
tion will  be  found  in  an  editorial  note  in  our  issue  of 
November  30. 


Summary 


It  has  been  argued  before  a  Coroner  that  salt  of  lemt  n 
should  be  placed  on  thj  Poison  Schedule  (p.  880). 

■JgJuLY  28,  1896,  is  the  date  on  which  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  will  meet  in  Liverpool  (p.  880). 

The  London  County  Council  have  now  decided  to  bry 
chemicals  and  apparatus  wherever  they  can  get  them 
cheapest  (p.  880) 

We  discuss  on  page  896  the  proposal  by  a  section  of  tte 
London  drug-trade  to  abolish  fortnightly  in  favour  of 
monthly  drug-auctions. 

Australian  subscribers  will  be  rspecially  interested  in 
Mr.  W.  Duncan's  notes  on  "Victorian  Opium  and  the  Poii  on- 
weed  of  Western  Australia"  (p.  888). 

The  drug-trade  custom  of  a  month's  notice,  or  salary  in 
lieu  thereof,  in  terminating  assistants'  engagements  has  at 
last  been  proved  in  court.    We  report  two  cases  on  page  892 

It  appears  from1  correspondence  which  we  publish  tlat 
the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  have  for  ten  years  regarded 
"The"  in  medicine  titles  as  giving  them  a  proprietary 
character  (p.  906). 

Amongst  practical  topics  discussed  in  our  correspondence 
columns  are  the  principles  of  concentrated  infusions,  the 
fluorescent  principle  of  calumba,  and  the  characteristics  of 
cinnamon  (p.  907). 

The  rupee  salaries  of  assistants  in  India  is  the  subject  of 
two  letters  on  page  906.  We  had  already  before  receipt  of 
these  letters  expressed  our  opinion  on  the  matter  in  the  note 
printed  on  page  895. 

The  Glasgow  sheriff  has  dismissed  with  an  admonition  a 
seedsman's  assistant  who  sold  arsenical  ant-killer,  remarking 
that  he  did  not  sympathise  with  the  Pharmacy  Act  prosecu- 
tions of  employes  (p.  890). 

The  manufacturers  and  distributors  of  proprietary  articles 
have  formed  themselves  into  an  association  for  preventing 
the  cutting  of  prices  of  their  goods,  and  to  protect  their 
interests  generally  (p.  881). 

We  reply  to  a  very  large  number  of  correspondents,  but 
are  unable  to  find  space  for  all  that  we  have  in  type.  It 
will  be  noted  that  this  section  occupies  nearly  one-fifth  of 
the  literary  contents  of  this  issue  (p.  908). 

Dispensing  difficulties  figure  largely  in  this  issue,  the 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Associations  contributing  a  number 
of  prescriptions  about  which  there  were  difficulties.  From 
the  latter  association  we  also  receive  useful  notes  on  glycerine 
suppositories  (p.  887), 

The  adaptation  of  the  Dutch  balance  principle  to  dis- 
pensing scales  is  illustrated  in  our  novelties  columns,  where 
also  we  describe  some  new  sundries  from  Fordham's,  an  ex- 
cellent system  of  bottliner  by  machinery,  and  the  N.W.K. 
adeps  lante  hydrosus  (p.  885). 

The  widow  of  Mr.  Harrop,  the  Birmingham  gentleman 
who  died  in  June  last  from  the  effects  of  strychnine  given  to 
him  in  error  for  phenacetin  by  Mr.  James  Brown,  a  pharmacist, 
has  sued  Mr.  Brown  and  Messrs.  Wyleys  (Limited)  for 
damages.  After  Mr.  Justice  Day  and  a  jury  bad  heard  the 
plaintiff's  case,  during  which  Mr.  Brown  gave  evidence, 
Messrs.  Wyleys'  counsel  announced  that  they  agreed  to  pay 
Mrs.  Harrop  2.800Z.  and  expenses,  Mr.  Brown  paying  his  own 
expenses,  although  he  may  claim  repayment  from  Messrs. 
Wyleys  (p.  892). 

Several  interesting  adulteration  cases  are  reported  from 
Birmingham,  the  defendants  being  a  chemist,  a  surgeon,  and 
two  drug-store  keepers.  The  chemist  sold  the  old  P.L.  tr. 
aloes  co.  for  tincture  of  aloes,  mentioning  to  the  inspector 
that  it  was  the  compound.  The  analyst  reported  it  to  be 
much  stronger  than  the  official  tincture,  but  the  case  broke 
down  in  consequence  of  the  chemist's  statement  when  the 
sale  was  made.  Another  retailer  of  the  same  article  was  not 
so  fortunate,  and  was  fined.  Two  retailers  of  tr.  iodi,  much 
above  the  official  strength,  were  also  fined  A  Yorkshire 
chemist  has  been  fined  nominally  for  selling  bismuth  lozenges 
which  were  deficient  in  bismuth  (p.  891). 
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Drug-contracts. 


The  Southampton  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  Wride  &  Co.,  of  East  Street,  Southampton, 
for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  chemicals  to  the  workhouse. 

The  Holborn  Guardians — who  deal  with  about  4,000  indoor 
poor  every  day  of  the  year — have  appointed  Idiis  &  Co  ,  of 
Kentish  Town,  to  supply  mineral  waters  to  their  establish- 
ments at  Higbgate,  City  Eoad,  and  Mitcham,  at  Is  6d  and 
2s.  Gd  per  dozen  for  syphons,  la.  for  large  corked  goods,  and 
9d.  for  splits.  The  Guardians  received  an  offer  from  the 
Chemists'  Aerated  and  Mineral  Water  Association  (Limited) 
to  supply  mineral  waters  to  the  Mitcham  Workhouse  until 
the  end  of  the  March  quarter,  1896,  at  the  same  prices  as 
are  included  in  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Idris  &  Co.  This  was 
adopted. 

At  the  meeting  of  Cannock  Board  of  Guardians,  on 
December  12,  tenders  were  accepted  for  the  current  quarter 
from  Mr.  L.  Adams,  Cannock,  for  Calvert's  carbolic  soap 
(No.  9)  30s  6d.  per  cwt. ;  from  Mr.  F.  Fereday,  Bridgtown, 
tor  saltpetre  3\d.  per  lb.,  linseed-meal  18s.  per  cwt.,  mustard 
lljd.  per  lb. ;  from  Mr.  D  W.  Clarke  for  Calvert's  soft-soap 
30s.  3d.  per  cwt. ;  and  from  Mr.  Sydney  Parkes,  Cannock,  for 
Van  Houten's  cocoa  3s.  per  lb. 

The  St.  Giles'  Board  of  Gaardians  have  received  tenders 
for  the  supply  of  drugs  to  the  different  establishments  of  the 
Union  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months  from  Messrs.  Mackey, 
Mackey  &  Co ,  175  Grange  Road,  Bermondsey ;  Messrs. 
Walker,  Troke  &  Co.,  65  Bath  Street,  Sb.  Luke's,  B.C. ;  Messrs. 
Hodgkinson,  Preston  &  King,  81  Bishopsgate,  E.C. ;  Messrs. 
Stacey  &  Scasey,  22  Great  St.  Helens,  E.C.  The  tenders 
have  been  referred  to  the  Dispensary  Committee  for  con- 
sideration and  report. 

The  Maidstone  Urban  District  Council  have  accepted  the 
following  tenders  for  disinfectants : — Stone  brimstone,  Mr. 
G.  M.  Smith's  executors,  7s.  3d.  per  cwt. ;  carbolic  acid  (crude) 
same  firm,  Is.  4d.  per  gallon ;  carbolic  powder,  same  firm,  7s 
per  cwt. ;  and  carbolic  soap  (toilet),  same  firm,  4d.  per  lb. 
The  tenders  of  Messrs  Stonham  &  Son  have  been  accepted 
for  the  following  : — Sulphur  dioxide  (small  cylinders),  83s  <\d. 
per  hundred  ;  iron  sulphate,  34s.  per  cwt.  The  tenders  of 
Mr.  E  H.  Wraith  for  the  following  goods  have  also  been 
accepted  -.—Carbon  bisulphide,  20s.  per  cwt. ;  pure  carbolic 
acid,  9d.  per  16  oz  ;  carbolic  (household)  soap,  20s  and  16s.  6d. 
per  cwt. ;  calcium  bisulphite,  5d.  per  gallon  ;  *b!eachiog- 
powder,  10s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  potassium  permanganate,  Id. 
per  lb. 

Salt  of  Lemon  as  a  Poison. 

An  eccentric  lady  of  means  who  bad  purchased  a  quantity 
of  salt  of  lemon  from  Mr.  Barge's  Mutley  pharmacy,  Ply- 
mouth, swallowed  the  same  and  died  from  the  effects.  At 
the  inquiry  held  on  December  12,  Mr.  E.  Dangerfield, 
chemists'  manager,  proved  selling  the  poison,  which  was 
chemically  "  oxalate  of  potassium,"  an  unscheduled  poison. 
Dr.  E.  P.  Marriette,  who  had  attributed  death  to  irritant 
poisoning,  expressed  the  opinion  that  oxalate  of  potassium, 
which  was  almost  as  virulent  as  oxalic  acid  itself,  should  be 
included  as  a  scheduled  poison  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and 
further  restrictions  made  with  regard  to  its  sale.  A  verdict 
was  returned  according  to  the  medical  evidence. 

Looking  Ahead. 

The  British  Medical  Association  will  mo3t  probibly  meet 
at  Carlisle  next  year,  but  the  preliminary  arrangsments  hive 
not  yet  been  completed. 

It  has  been  finally  decided  to  hold  the  meeting  of  the 


British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Liverpool  on  Tuesday, 
July  28, 1896.  There  will,  we  presume,  be  the  usual  festive 
opening  on  the  Monday  evening. 

The  date  for  the  next  International  Medical  Congress, 
which  is  to  be  held  at  Moscow,  is  fixed  for  August  26,  1897: 
It  will  be  under  the  patronage  of  the  Grand  Duke  Serje 
Alexandrovitch.  The  nominal  President  will  probably  be  the 
Minister  of  Public  Education  ;  the  acting  President  will' 
almost  certainly  be  Professor  Klein,  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty 
of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Moscow.  Professor  Erisman, 
who  holds  the  chair  of  hygiene,  has  been  elected  general' 
secretary.  Papers  and  discussions  must  be  in  either  French? 
or  German ;  Russian  has  been  excluded  lest  the  Congress 
should  become  national  rather  than  international,  and  Eng- 
lish on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  language  little  used  or  under- 
stood by  other  than  Englishmen. 

A  Blank  Column. 

We  cut  this  "  business  announcement "  from  the  top  of  a 
blank  column  in  the  Newark  Herald  of  December  14  : — 

Mr.  John  H.  Smith,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Bridge  Street,  contracted 
with  the  proprietors  for  this  column  to  advertise  the  low  prices  of  his  pure- 
drugs,  and,  though  he  has  to  pay  for  it,  at  the  last  moment  he  has  decide* 
not  to  fill  it,  as  by  doing  so  his  competitors  would  get  to  know  his  low 
prices.  P.S. — The  public  already  know  them. 

Electric  Light  from  a  Pharmacy. 

At  two  local  functions  in  Wigton,  Cumberland ,  last  week,  Mr. 
T.  J.  Hayton,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  High  Street,  supplied 
the  electric  light.  One  affair  was  the  Liberal  Club  bazaar, 
held  in  the  Market  Hall,  which  Mr.  Hayton  lighted  up 
brilliantly,  and  the  next  night  the  Oddfellows  had  a  concert' 
and  ball  in  the  same  hall,  which  again  drew  upon  the. 
energy  of  Mr.  Hay  ton's  dynamo. 

Fires. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  the  evening  of  December  12  at  Mr-_ 
G.  Shackleton's  drug-store,  Otley  Road,  Shipley.  It  originated 
through  the  ignition  of  some  Burgundy  pitch  and  beeswax, 
which  Mr.  Shackleton  was  melting  for  plasters,  and  was  not. 
extinguished  until  damage  to  the  estimated  amount  of  1G0Z. 
(^not  covered  by  insurance)  had  been  done. 

On  December  12  a  fire  occurred  at  the  southern  end  of  the 
anthracine-shed  at  Messrs.  Sadler  &  Co.'s  Cleveland  Chemi- 
cal-works, Middlesborough.  It  is  supposed  that  the  outbreak 
originated  through  the  anthracine  boiling  over  from  the 
vats.  The  inflammable  nature  of  the  material  stored  in  the 
shed  gave  cause  for  great  anxiety,  but  through  the  prompt 
action  of  the  employes  and  the  local  brigade  the  fire  was 
confined  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  outbreak. 

Carbolic  Diary. 

December  15.  Christina  Crerar  (29),  daughter  and  sister 
of  Maryport  doctors,  of  melancholy  disposition  and  studious- 
habits,  committed  suicide  with  carbolic  acid. 

December  17.  Charles  W.  Fairman  (24),  a  Long  Eaton 
labourer,  was  out  of  work,  so  swallowed  a  fatal  dose  of 
carbolic  acid. 

December  18.  Inquest  on  the  wife  and  child  of  James 
Stevens,  a  young  City  clerk,  residing  at  21  Casselden  Road.,. 
Harlesden.  The  wife  and  infant  child  (aged  six  months)  had 
been  found  on  a  bed,  both  dead,  with  a  bottle  labelled  "  Car- 
bolic acid"  by  the  bedside.  Mrs.  Stevens  left  the  Holloway 
Sanatorium  the  previous  week,  having  suffered  from  puer- 
peral mania. 

Alleged  Theft  from  a  Chemist's. 

At  the  Greenwich  Police  Court,  on  Thursday  last  week 
George  Walman,  aged  27,  of  Brick  Lane,  Whitechapel,  ™&s 
charged  before  Mr.  Marsham  with  stealing  a  bottle  of  Elli- 
man's  embrocation,  value  2s.,  from  the  thop  of  Mr.  Jonah 
Jones,  chemist,  161  New  Cross  Road,  Deptford.  The  evi- 
dence showed  that  the  prisoner  was  in  the  shop,  and  ran  out 
with  the  embrocation  in  his  hand.  He  ran  into  the  arms  of 
a  policeman  and  was  taken  to  the  police-station.  The 
prisoner  said  he  had  been  drinking,  and  Mr.  Marsbam,  in 
discharging  him,  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner 
had  no  intention  to  commit  a  ftlony. 
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L  C.C.  Chemicals. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Stores  Committee  of  the 
London  County  Council  recently  recommended  the  continua- 
tion of  the  contract  with  Messrs.  Townson  Si  Mercer  for  the 
supply  of  chemicals  and  chemical  apparatus,  at  a  discount 
of  10  per  cent,  on  apparatus,  and  5  per  cent,  on  chemica's. 
When  the  recommendation  came  up  Mr.  Idtis  opposed  it  on 
the  ground  that  Townson  Si  Mercer  were  supplying  much 
smaller  buyers  at  higher  discounts.  The  report  was  therefore 
withdrawn,  and  after  reconsideration  has  been  amended  to 
read  as  follows  : — "  We  have  further  considered  the  recom- 
mendation which  we  made  to  the  Council  on  November  19, 
1895,  with  regard  to  the  supply  of  chemicals  and  chemical 
apparatus.  We  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  more  economical  for  the  Council  to  purchase  separately 
the  chemicals  and  the  apparatus,  and  in  view  of  the  varia- 
tion in  the  prices  quoted  by  the  different  firms  for  the 
various  articles  required,  we  consider  it  inexpedient  for  the 
Council  to  continue  the  contract  with  Messrs.  Townson  & 
Mercer.  In  the  event  of  the  Council  adopting  our  recom- 
mendation to  terminate  the  contract,  we  propose,  whenever 
it  becomes  necessary  to  obtain  any  chemicals  or  chemical 
apparatus,  to  have  a  comparison  made  between  the  list- 
prices  of  the  several  well-known  firms  for  the  particular 
articles  required,  and  to  give  the  order  to  the  firm  whose 
price  is  the  most  favourable  in  each  case.  We  recommend 
that  the  solicitors  do  give  the  necessary  notice  to  terminate 
the  contract  with  Messrs.  Townson  &  Mercer  for  the  supply 
of  chemicals  and  chemical  apparatus." 

L.C.C.  Pensions. 

Mr.  H.  Airey,  an  official  in  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
Chemical  Department  of  the  L.C.C,  has  just  retired  from  his 
position.  He  has  been  recommended  a  pension  of  14 11  13s  4rf. 
per  annum,  bsing  thirty-four  sixtieths  of  his  present  salary, 
250Z. 

An  Exciting  Occupation. 

The  case  of  Mr.  C.  Love,  a  chemist,  of  Launceston  (Corn- 
wall), came  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  that  town  on 
Saturday  last.  Mr.  Love  had  recently  been  taken  to  the 
Bodmin  Asylum  owing  to  his  unaccountable  excitability  of 
late.  The  medical  superintendent  in  his  report  to  the 
Board  considered  him  to  be  of  a  weak  mind  and  very  excited 
— at  times  difficult  to  manage.  He  would  after  a  time  be 
able  to  leave  the  asylum,  but  his  business  as  a  chemist 
was,  perhaps,  not  a  good  occupation  for  him. 

Dancing- days. 

Wednesday,  January  15,  1896,  has  been  fixed  as  the  date 
for  the  thirtieth  Chemists'  Ball,  which  will  be  held,  as  usual, 
at  the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.  Mr.  John  C.  Umney, 
48  and  50  Southwark  Street,  is  the  honorary  secretary  this 
year,  and  tickets  (12s.  6d.  ladies,  and  17s.  6d  gentlemen)  are 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  stewards. 

The  same  date  (January  15,  1836)  has  been  chosen  by 
the  Plymouth  and  District  Chemists'  Association  for  their 
Pharmacy  Ball,  which  is  to  be  held  at  the  Stonehouse  Town 
Hall.  A  joint  committee  from  the  senior  and  junior  sections, 
with  Messrs  F.  Maitland  and  H.  0.  We3tcott  as  hon.  sees , 
-have  charge  of  the  arrangements. 

Mr.  Otto  Hehner  Cross-examined. 

At  the  Chichester  Police  Court,  on  Monday  last,  the  City 
Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances  made  an  application 
against  William  Butler,  of  High  Street.  Somerstown,  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  and  Board  of  Guardians,  for  an 
order  to  remedy  the  water-supply  drawn  from  a  well  at  six 
cottages,  the  property  of  Mr.  Butler.  Mr.  Otto  Hehner,  the 
Public  Analyst,  who  was  called  as  a  witness  for  the  Surveyor, 
proved  examining  two  samples  of  water  submitted  to  him, 
and  produced  his  analysis.  Witness  said  that  polluted 
water  was  koown  to  be  the  producer  of  zymotic  disease,  and, 
therefore,  water-polluted  sewage  should  not  be  used  for 
drinking- purposes.  Under  cross-examination,  Mr.  Hehner 
was  asked  if  he  was  a  chemist.  Witness :  You  ought  to 
know  tbat  I  am.  Mr.  Butler  :  I  do  not  know  it  I  know 
you  are  a  German  Witness  protested  against  remarks  of  this 
kind,  and  appealed  to  the  Court  for  protection.  The  Bench 
requested  Mr  Butler  not  to  indulge  in  offensive  observations. 


Witness,  who  is  a  past  President  of  the  Society  of  Public 
Analysts,  gave  Mr.  Butler  his  qualifications,  and  mentioned 
that  he  was  the  public  analyst  for  several  counties  besides 
Sussex.  Mr.  Butler  :  Have  you  a  chemist's  shop?  (Laughter.) 
I  want  to  know  all  about  you,  and  will  find  out  by  next 
time.  Do  you  practise  at  a  chemist's  shop .'  Witness 
replied  that  he  was  not  a  shopkeeper.  In  the  course  of 
further  cross-examination  Mr.  Hehner  was  led  to  observe 
that  Mr.  Butler  was  a  member  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
and  it  was  a  very  sad  thing.  Mr.  Butler  (excitedly)  :  I 
have  been  commended  for  my  action  on  the  committee.  I 
have  done  more  for  Chichester  in  sanitary  matters  than  any 
other  member.  Witness  was  afterwards  cross-examined  as 
to  various  points  in  his  analysis.  Mr  Butler,  who  was  once 
or  twice  requested  not  to  put  impertinent  questions, 
declared  that  he  was  a  bit  of  an  analyst  himself,  though 
he  confessed,  amid  laughter,  that  he  could  not  pronounce 
all  the  words  in  Mr.  Hebner's  certificates.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  witness's  evidence  the  case  was  adjourned  for 
a  fortnight. 

Cutting  amongst  Wholesalers. 

A  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  Association  of 
Manufacturers  and  Distributors  of  Proprietary  Articles  was 
held  on  Friday,  December  13,  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  B'leet 
Street.  A  large  number  of  manufacturers  and  representa- 
tives of  the  wholesale  trade  were  present,  and  the  lollowing 
resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to: — 

1.  That  an  Association  of  Manufacturers  and  Distributors  of  Proprie- 

tary Goods  be  formed  for  tha  protection  of  their  mutual  interests. 

2.  That  the  following  be  the  objects  of  such  Association  :  — 

(a)  The  discussion  of  matters  of  common  interest  to  the  branches  of 
the  trades  represented,  with  a  view  to  decision,  and,  if  necessary, 
concerted  action. 

(6)  To  take  such  steps  as  the  Association  may  be  advised  are  legal  to 
deal  with  extreme  cutting  of  prices. 

(c)  To  give  advice  and  render  assistance  to  its  members  in  preventing 
suostitution. 

(d)  To  do  all  such  other  things  as  may  appear  to  be  of  benefit  to  the 
trade. 

3.  That  this  meeting  resolves  itself  into  committee  to  frame  rales,  <Stc, 

to  be  submitted  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  Association  for 
adoption. 

4.  That  a  meeting  of  the  Association  be  held  in  January  to  adopt 

rules,  and  elect  officers  and  a  governing  council. 

5.  That  the  Secretary  (pro  tern.)  be  authorised  to  submit  copies  of  the 

resolutions  passed  at  this  meeting  to  manufacturers  and  others, 
with  a  view  to  enrolling  members. 

Mr.  W.  S  Glyn  Jones,  2  and  3  Stonecutter  Street,  London, 
E.C,  who  is  acting  as  Secretary  (pro  ten),  will  be  glad  to 
give  owners  and  distributors  of  proprietary  goods  any 
information  with  regard  to  the  Association, 

The  Debts  of  a  Chemist. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court,  on  Wednesday,  in  the 
case  of  Eoglish  v.  Ssaunton,  the  defendant,  a  chemist,  applied 
to  set  aside  an  order  of  committal  which  had  been  made 
against  him  for  non  payment.  The  plaintiff  opposed  the 
application  on  the  ground  that  the  debtor  was  iaterested  in 
three  chemists'  shops  in  various  parts  of  London,  and  was  in 
a  position  to  pay  at  once.  Tne  defendant  denied  these 
statements,  arjd  said  the  whole  extent  of  his  interest  in  the 
business  mentioned  was  that  he  was  allowed  30s.  a  week  out 
of  the  profits.  His  Honour  set  aside  the  order  and  made  the 
debt  payable  by  monthly  instalments. 


Phosphate-op  limb  Deposits  in  the  Spanish  West 
Indies — A  Spanish  Royal  Order  was  published  in  the 
Madrid  Gazette  of  December  11  ordering  the  sale  by  public 
auction  of  the  right  to  work  the  deposits  of  phosphate  of 
lime  (fotfatos  calizos)  in  the  Island  of  Caja  de  Muertos, 
adjacent  to  the  island  of  Puerto  Rio.  The  sale  is  to  take 
pla^e  two  months  after  the  date  of  notification,  before  the 
authorities  of  Puerto  Rico.  Only  private  individuals  who 
are  Spanish  subjects  may  compete,  but  foreign  companies 
constituted  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Spanish 
law  are  eligible,  on  depositing  1,000  pesos  (230Z)  in  the 
Cream ry  at  Porto  Rico.  The  concession  will  be  for  a  period 
of  twenty  years.  Conditions  may  be  seen  at  the  Commercial 
Department  of  the  Foreign  Office,  London,  between  the 
hours  of  11  and  6  daily. 
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Backing  Out. 

Some  time  ago  a  Cork  gentleman  sent  his  servant  to  a  ]arge 
pharmaceutical  concern  for  a  belladonna  plaster  which ,  hav  i  n  g 
applied  to  his  back,  caused  him  grievous  pain  and  discomfort, 
and  medical  attendance.  A  writ  was  served  on  the  firm  con- 
cerned, the  servant  having  stated  that  she  identified  the  assis- 
tant who  sold  her  the  plaster.  The  sale  was  denied  positively 
by  the  assistant,  and  the  statement  of  the  plaintiff  that  the 
plaster  had  no  marginal  edge  but  was  spread  entirely  over 
the  leather  was  further  relied  upon  by  the  house  as  a  proof 
that  the  plaster  was  not  sold  by  them,  that  kind  of  plaster 
not  being  what  they  are  accustomed  to  dispense.  The  plain- 
tiff admitted  having  destroyed  the  plaster.  Later  on  he 
seems  to  have  perceived  that  his  case  was  a  particularly 
weak  one,  and  he  offered  to  let  the  matter  drop,  but  the 
pharmacist  only  agreed  to  tbis  course  on  condition  that  the 
plaintiff  should  pay  all  costs  on  both  sides,  amounting  to 
about  501. 

Another  Doctor's  Strike. 

The  Limerick  dispensary  officers  have  refused  to  pay  their 
own  substitutes  when  withdrawn  from  their  duty  as  wit- 
nesses at  the  Assizes,  and  decline  to  "  bulk "  the  work  of 
the  absentees.  Several  resignations  were  tendered,  but  the 
Guardians  "  caved  in." 

Destructive  Fire. 

At  Ballyhannis  last  week,  a  destructive  fire  occurred  at 
the  extensive  concerns  of  Messrs.  McDonnell  &  Co.,  chemists, 
Main  Street.  The  place  was  in  a  short  time  reduced  to  ashes. 
The  damage,  which  is  insured  against,  amounts  to  several 
thousand  pounds. 

A  Chance  for  Mullingar. 

Messrs.  Garry  &  Co.,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  Mullingar, 
have  offered  to  put  ruby  glass  into  the  public  street-lamp 
opposite  their  medical  ball  in  order  that  the  public  may 
know  of  the  existence  of  a  pharmacy  in  the  street  after  dark. 
The  offer  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners. 

Garotting  a  Drug  Traveller. 

At  the  Dublin  City  Commission  last  week,  a  burly  labourer 
named  Birch,  described  as  a  well-known  thief,  was  charged 
with  stealing,  by  force  and  violence,  from  the  person  of  Mr. 
Charles  Bowles,  town  traveller  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  of 
Ireland,  a  gold  curb  watch  chain,  valued  at  6/.  Mr.  Bowles, 
who  is  a  rather  feeble  old  gentleman,  was  proceeding  through 
Cuffe  Street,  after  11  p.m.,  towards  his  residence,  when  the 
prisoner  and  another  man,  not  in  custody,  set  upon  him, 
knocked  him  down,  partially  gagged  him  and  then  proceeded 
to  rifle  his  person.  They  had  torn  his  watch-chain  from  his 
vest,  when  a  Mr.  Connolly  coming  that  way  caused  them  to 
decamp.  Mr.  Connolly  pursued  them,  but  lost  them  at  the 
time.  Subsequently  he  saw  the  prisoner  in  company  with 
another  man,  and  watching  his  opportunity  he  gave  him  into 
custody.  The  Judge  complimented  Mr.  Connolly  on  his 
courage  and  discretion,  and  sentenced  the  prisoner  to  five 
years'  penal  servitude. 


Helmholtz  Memorial  Lecture. — The  Chemical  Society 
have  anarjged  for  a  Helmholtz  memorial  lecture  to  be 
delivered  by  Professor  G.  F.  Fitzgerald,  F.R.S.,  on  Thursday, 
January  23,  1896,  at  8  p.m. 


Trying  to  Extract  Mosey. 
At  the  Leith  Sheriff  Court  last  week,  before  Sheriff 
Hamilton,  Bridget  Wynn  sued  John  T.  Coats,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  Leith,  for  20/.  damages,  restricted  to  12Z., 
for  injury  done  to  her  eyes,  and  consequent  suffering  and 
loss  of  work,  through  being  supplied  in  defendant's  shop, 
Talbooth  Wynd,  with  red-precipitate  ointment  instead  of 
golden  ointment.    The  pursuer  in  her  evidence  stated  that 
she  got  the  ointment  on  September  21,  and  applied  it  on 
September  22,  but  suffered  severely  all  night,  and  the 
hospital  doctor  was  next  day  called  in,  who  advised  her  to 
go  into  the  hospital.    She  was  not  able  to  go  to  the  hospital. 
Mr.  Coats  bad  refused  to  go  to  see  her,  and  she  went  to  his 
shop  that  night  (September  23).  He  gave  her  a  lotion.  She 
then  had  Dr.  Butchart  to  visit  her.    A  witness  was  called 
to  corroborate  pursuer's  evidence  as  to  her  sufferings  and 
her  allegations  in  regard  to  the  purchase,  and  after  hearing 
her  the  Sheriff  remarked,  "  This  case  is  evidently  founded 
on  falsehood."   Another  was  called,  but  denied  the  only 
thing  she  was  called  to  prove— viz.,  that  she  had  gone 
to  Mr.  Coats's  shop  with  pursuer.    The  Sheriff  again  re- 
marked, "The  pursuer  has  told  lie  after  lie.    Her  word 
cannot  be  taken  for  anything.    1  cannot  believe  that  she 
asked  for  golden  ointment."   Evidence  for  the  defence 
was  then  called,  the  first  witness  being  Mr.  Innes,  the 
qualified  assistant,  who  was  alleged  to  have  supplied  the 
ointment,  but  he  could  not  remember  the  sale.    She  brought 
a  box  of  ointment  into  the  shop,  which  he  told  her  was  red- 
precipitate  ointment,  and  was  not  for  the  eyes.    There  were 
3  or  4  gr.  taken  out  of  the  box.    He  diluted  the  rest  with 
lard.    The  next  day  a  man  came  into  the  shop,  and  said 
that  compensation  would  be  wanted.    Dr.  Butchart,  who 
attended  pursuer,  said  that  on  September  24  pursuer's  face 
was  in  a  very  serious  condition,  very  much  swollen  and 
inflamed.    Her  eyes  were  closed  up.    He  prescribed  for  her, 
and  saw  her  on  two  other  occasions.    She  had  recovered, 
and  was  perfectly  well.   He  thought  then  she  only  imagined 
she  was  ill.   Very  frequently  he  had  found  red-precipitate 
ointment  applied  to  the  tender  skins  of  children,  and  he  had 
never  known  of  any  resulting  inflammation.    In  cross- 
examination  witness  said  he  did  not  think  the  ointment  had 
caused  the  inflammation,  but  that  a  sore  on  her  arm  had 
infected  the  eyes.    Pursuer  offered  him  money  to  represent 
her  condition  as  worse,  and  he  showed  her  out  of  the  house. 
The  Sheriff  :  "  The  state  of  her  eyes  has  nothing  to  do  with 
this  ointment.    She  has  formed  the  design  of  trying  to 
extract  money  from  the  defender.    It  is  perfectly  clear  that 
the  claim  for  damages,  and  the  statements  on  which  it 
rests  are  all  founded  on  falsehood.    There  is  no  ground  for 
supposing  that  a  mistake  had  been  committed  by  the  de- 
fender.   I  assoilzie  the  defender." 


f  rencb  IFtem 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.') 


Getting  Ready  in  Time.— In  1903  the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy  will  celebrate  the  first  centenary  of  its  existence, 
and  the  subject  is  already  being  privately  discussed  amongst 
the  authorities  of  the  school. 

The  Pasteur  Monument.— M.  Denys  Cochin  has  pro- 
posed to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  that  the  State  should 
contribute  a  subscription  towards  the  fund  now  being 
collected  for  a  monument  to  M.  Pasteur.    He  said  tne 
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snggestion  was  approved  by  the  Deputies,  and  M.  Doumer 
mentioned  that  it  had  the  support  of  the  Government.  The 
matter  was  then  referred  to  the  Budget  Committee,  who  will 
fix  the  sum  to  be  subscribed  in  the  name  of  the  State. 

New  Laboratories. — At  Tours  last  Sunday  the  new 
laboratories  at  the  School  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  of  that 
town  were  formally  opened.  The  ceremony  was  presided 
over  by  M.  Liard,  Councillor  of  State,  who  acted  as  the 
delegate  of  the  French  Minister  of  Public  Instruction.  A 
paper  was  also  read  by  M.  Lenormand,  professor  of  phar- 
macy and  materia  medica  at  the  Tours  school,  on  "  Spon- 
taneous Generation  and  the  Generation  of  Ferments."  After 
the  inauguration  prizes  were  distributed  in  the  Assize  Hall. 

Picric  Acid  for  Burns. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Paris  Society  of  Therapeutics,  M.  Pierre  Vigier  referred  to 
the  paper  on  the  use  of  picric  acid  for  burns  read  at  the 
previous  reunion,  and  claimed  the  priority  of  its  use  in  such 
cases.  He  mentioned  that  for  some  years  past  picric  acid, 
either  in  the  form  of  aqueous  or  alcoholic  solutions,  has  been 
used  by  him  with  excellent  results  in  dressing  wounds. 
Further,  he  added  that  Dr.  Cerne  has  used  the  antiseptic  in 
question  with  success,  and  recently  it  has  been  introduced 
at  the  Hopital  de  la  Charite  for  treating  burns. 

At  the  Paris  Academy  op  Medicine  on  Wednesday  last, 
Dr.  Caventou  was  elected  Vice-Piesident  of  the  body  in 
place  of  Dr.  Herven,  who  becomes  President.  Dr  Eugene 
Caventon  was  born  in  Paris  in  1324,  and  is  a  son  of  M.  Caven- 
tou, who  was  for  some  years  a  distinguished  professor  of  the 
Paris  School  of  Pharmacy.  The  new  Vice-President  is  the 
author  of  a  number  of  works  on  chemistry  and  toxicology 
which  are  held  in  much  esteem.  He  is  perhaps  best  known 
for  his  researches  on  sulphate  of  quinine  and  its  therapeutic 
virtues,  also  in  connection  with  the  analysis  of  wine.  In 
the  course  of  a  short  speech  after  his  election,  Dr.  Caventou 
mentioned  that  he  could  only  attribute  the  great  sympathy 
shown  him  for  so  many  years  to  the  souvenirs  left  by  his 
father.  He  regarded  the  honour  conferred  on  himself  as  a 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  his  father. 

Anti  diphtheric  Serum. — M.  Arloing  has  communi- 
cated some  details  to  the  Lyons  National  Society  of  Medicine 
with  regard  to  preserving  anti-diphtheric  serum.  He  men- 
tioned that  even  with  great  precaution  it  is  impossible  to 
avoid  infection  of  the  serum  by  outside  germs.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  its  introduction  the  serum  was  passed  through 
asbestos  or  porcelain  filters,  but  its  power  was  reduced  by 
nearly  two-thirds  by  this  process.  Antiseptics  were  found 
to  be  the  only  resource  for  securing  complete  sterilisation 
of  the  serum,  without  destroying  its  physical  and  physio- 
logical character.  In  its  natural  state  the  serum  loses  about 
a  fourth  of  its  strength  in  three  months.  After  experiments 
had  been  made  with  various  antiseptics,  eucalyptol  was 
found  to  be  the  most  efficient,  and  M.  Arloing  mentioned 
that  it  is  now  used  in  the  proportion  of  4  per  cent,  for 
sterilising  serum.  He  added  that  serum  prepared  in  this 
way  in  bottles  remains  in  good  condition  indefinitely,  and 
loses  scarcely  any  of  its  physiological  qualities.  Great  care 
is  used  in  filling  the  bottles,  the  corfes  being  steeped  in 
paraffin  and  sterilised  at  a  high  temperature.  This  form  of 
preparing  serum  is  thought  to  be  as  perfect  as  possible, 
though  M  Arloing  added  that  no  serum  is  kept  for  a  longer 
period  than  three  months,  in  order  to  avoid  any  possibility  of 
risk  of  using  any  that  may  have  become  inefficacious.  For  this 
reason  each  bottle  bears  the  date  on  which  the  serum  has 
been  taken  from  an  animal. 

Municipal  Pharmaceutical  Scholarships. — At  the 
last  meeting  of  the  financial  committee  of  the  Paris  Municipal 
Council,  M.  Lampue's  report  on  the  annual  scholarships 
awarded  by  the  City  of  Paris  was  read  and  approved, 
amongst  the  institutions  participating  in  them  being  the 
School  of  Pharmacy,  the  School  of  Medicine,  the  Pasteur 
Institute,  &c.  A  C.  $  B  representative  called  last  Monday 
on  M.  Lampne:,  at  his  residence,  Boulevard  Port  Royal,  to 
obtain  some  details.  "  The  scholarships  at  the  Institute 
Pasteur  have  only  just  been  started  this  year  ''  he  said.  "  I 
have  not  a  copy  of  the  report  by  me,  but  the  total  amount 
voted  is  3,000f.,  I  believe.  We  allow  6,000f.  each  to  the 
Schools  of  Law  and  Medicine,  and  3,000f.  to  the  School  of 
Pharmacy.  We  have  done  this  annually  for  ten  years,  if  not 
more  ;  I  believe  it  dates  from  1871."  "  And  how  are  these 
scholarships  distribu*ed  ?    Are  they  reserved  exclusively  for 
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indigent  students  ?  "  "  That  is  a  matter  which  we  leave 
entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  head  of  the  schools.  Ii  5g 
evident  that  they  would  not  be  awarded  to  rich  student? ; 
merit  and  application  as  well  as  poverty  are  duly  considered. 
But  the  School  of  Pharmacy  is  not  far,  and  you  can  tbeie 
study  the  working  of  the  syotem.  No  details  are  yet  finally 
decided  about  the  Institute  Pasteur,  though  I  believe  *be 
scholarships  will  be  about  l,200f.  annually,  the  same  as 
elsewhere."  From  information  furnished  by  M.  Madonle,  tie 
Secretary  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  it  would  appear  tbat 
municipal  scholarships  of  the  above  value  and  "  half  scholar- 
ships "  of  600f.  are  annually  awarded  on  the  following 
conditions : — (1)  The  student  to  be  a  native  of  Paris,  or  of  a 
department  of  the  Seine,  or,  if  his  parents  have  lived  there 
for  five  years  at  least,  he  is  still  eligible.  (2)  The  stiidect 
must  have  followed  the  school  classes  during  at  least  twelve 
months  and  have  satisfied  the  authorities  at  the  preceding 
examination.  First-year  students  may,  by  exception,  be 
awarded  a  half-scholarship.  (3)  An  application  on  stained 
paper  to  be  made  to  the  Secretary  before  November  10  of  ' 
each  year,  accompanied  by  a  printed  form  (furnished  by  ihz 
Secretary)  filled  in  with  details  as  to  residence  and  peencjajy ' 
resources  of  the  student  and  his  family,  all  facts  to  De  er.Oy 
authenticated.  The  French  Minister  of  Public  Instruction 
offers  scholarships  of  the  same  value,  but  these  are  of  course 
open  to  all  France.  Thirteen  medals  and  small  luccey 
prizes  are  also  offered  annually  by  the  School  cf  Pharrcfiey 
authorities  for  proficiency  in  various  branches,  besides  oue 
special  medal  and  some  5,000f .  annually,  bequeathed  J  or 
various  special  purposes. 


foreign  ano  Colonial  flews. 


The  Norwegian  Pharmacopoeia.— The  date  at  wbjch 
the  new  Norwegian  Pharmacopoeia  is  to  come  into  force  has 
been  altered  from  January  1  to  April  1,  1896. 

Fatal  Poisoning  Case. — Professor  Wortoff,  of  Moscow, 
who  held  the  chair  of  bacteriology  at  that  University,  bas- 
died  of  blood-poisoning  caused  by  a  wound  in  the  isck 
inflicted  upon  him  by  the  explosion  of  a  flask  containing 
a  bacterial  culture. 

Pharmacy  in  Portugal.  —  There  is  an  idea  among 
Portuguese  pharmacists  that,  from  professional  feeling, 
they  ought  to  refuse  to  buy  from  any  wholesale  druggists 
who  are  not  also  qualified  pharmacists.  In  pursuance  of 
this  idea,  pharmacist;  E.  Frago3o,  of  the  Pharmacia  "Vascon- 
cellos,  Rua  de  Santos  24,  Lisbon,  announces  that  he  has- 
established  a  special  wholesale  firm,  not  connected  with  bis- 
retail  business,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  pharmaceutical 
wants.  A  pharmacist-graduate  of  Lisbon  University  will; 
manage  the  wholesale  business,  and  retailers  trading  -mta 
the  new  concern  will  therefore  have  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  they  deal  with  a  fellow-craftsman.  As  we  are  net 
told  that  the  business  is  to  be  a  co-operative  one  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  see  what  other  advantage  they  can  reap  from  it. 

Lady  Pharmacists  in  Russia. — After  Hungary,  Russia. 
The  present  Tsarina  is  a  strong  partisan  of  higher  education 
for  women,  and  it  is  said  that  in  consequence  of  her  ex- 
pressed wish  the  question  of  the  admission  of  woman- 
students  to  the  examinations  in  pharmacy  at  the  University 
of  Jurjsv  (Dorpat)  has  been  brought  before  the  Council  of 
that  organisation.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  the  ques- 
tion has  been  discussed  by  that  body,  for  some  years  ago  a 
proposal  in  favour  of  throwing  the  profession  of  pharmacy 
open  to  women  wa9  rejected  by  the  Council,  mainly  at  the 
instance  of  the  professor  of  pharmacy,  DragendoiS,  Tjbo 
declared  that  his  faculty  was  over- filled  already.  The  present 
professor  of  pharmacy,  Kondakov,  is  strongly  against  the 
admission  of  women,  but  several  members  of  tbe  Ccaccii 
spoke  in  the  opposite  sense.  It  is  now  stated  that  Professcr 
Kondakov  is  about  to  vacate  his  post,  whether  in  conser^-ieece 
of  the  woman  question,  or  because  he  had  had  rather  the 
worst  of  it  in  a  bitter  scientific  war  which  he  has  T?aged 
with  Professor  Tichomirov,  of  Moscow,  is  not  known. 

Pharmacy  in  British  Guiana. — On  November  15  the 
Supreme  Court  of  British  Guiana,  at  Georgetown,  deliveiedt 
judgment  in  the  case  of  Caroline  Ybap  v.  E.  G.  Fonseca.  Mm, 
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Yhap,  the  plaintiff,  alleged  that  her  husband  died  from  the 
effects  of  a  dose  of  powdered  opium  negligently  and  un- 
skilfully administered  by  the  defendant's  servant  in  mistake 
for  compound  powder  of  opium  which  was  prescribed. 
Mr,  Fonseca,  the  defendant,  is  not  an  examined  chemist,  bat 
he  ha3  carried  on  business  for  twenty-five  years,  and  owned, 
at  the  cime  of  the  occurrence,  three  chemists'  shops  in 
Georgetown,  the  one  at  which  the  accident  occurred  being 
in  charge  of  another  unqualified  man,  named  Ferrier,  who 
had  been  five  years  in  Mr.  Fonseca's  employ.  Two  medical 
men  who  were  called  as  witnesses  for  the  plaintiff  stated 
there  is  a  regular  system  of  "counter- practice"  at  all 
chemists'  shops  in  British  Guiana,  not  only  the  proprietors 
bat  the  clerks  undertaking  to  diagnose,  prescribe,  and  dis- 
pense in  all  cases  that  come  before  them  ;  but  the  Court 
distinctly  refused  to  accept  these  statements  as  proveD,  and, 
in  fact,  defendant's  establishments  were  especially  exempted 
from  the  list  of  "  prescribing  chemists  "  by  the  witnesses  in 
question.  Mr.  Fonseca  himself,  when  ca'led  as  a  witness  by 
Mrs.  Ybap,  swore  that  he  never  prescribed  himself,  and  that 
his  assistant,  Ferrier,  was  not  even  allowed  to  dispense  pre- 
scriptions, but  had  instructions  to  send  them  all  to  the  chief 
shop.  It  was  admitted  that  Ferrier  did  make  the  mistake 
for  the  consequences  of  which  his  employer  was  sued,  but  the 
Court  held  that  he  did  so  against  Mr.  Fonseca's  orders,  and 
that  therefore  the  widow's  suit  must  fail.  They  dismissed 
the  case,  but  without  costs,  and  observed  that  it  seemed 
incomprehensible  that  the  medical  profession  in  the 
colony  should  for  so  many  years  have  tamely  submitted  to 
such  an  invasion  of  their  rights  as  is  involved  in  the  expres- 
sion "  counter-practise,"  and  also  that  chemists  and  drug- 
gists should  not  long  ere  this  have  been  subjected  to 
legislative  control.  Mr.  E.  G.  H.  Van  Nooten,  a  local 
chemist  and  druggist,  controverts  the  last-named  statements 
in  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  the  Georgetown  Daily 
Chronicle,  in  which  he  says  that  the  absence  of  such  control 
as  the  Judge  alludes  to  lies  entirely  with  the  Government. 
In  1854  or  1855  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  medical  and  chemists' 
and  druggists'  professions  was  introduced  in  the  Court  of 
Policy,  but  never  proceeded  with.  Again,  in  1891,  the 
Chemists' and  Druggists'  Association  addressed  a  memorial  to 
the  Governor  prayiDg  for  a  Poison  and  Pharmacy  Bill,  and 
submitted  the  draft  of  an  ordinance  for  that  purpose  based 
on  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  of  Great  Britain.  Although  the 
Asso3ia'ion  were  led  to  believe  that  their  petition  would  be 
granted,  the  Government  have  done  nothing  in  the  matter  up 
to  the  present  time. 

The  Proposed  Italian  Quinine  Monopoly.  —  On 
December  3,  S!gnor  Boselli,  the  Italian  Minister  of 
Ficance.  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  a 
Government  Bill  for  the  "  better  regulation  of  the  sale  of 
quinine" — in  other  words,  for  the  establishment  of  a  Govern- 
ment monopoly  in  the  drug.  In  the  preamble  to  the  Bill  it 
is  pointed  out  that  about  16,000  rjersons  die  in  Italy  every 
year  of  malarial  fever  ;  about  3,000  communes  are  unpro- 
vided with  pharmacies  at  which  prescriptions  can  be  made 
up  ;  and  the  average  price  at  which  quinine  can  be  obtained 
by  the  public  is  500  lire  the  kilo,  (about  lis  6d.  per  oz.), 
while  the  Srat:e  procures  it  for  the  army  and  navy  at  only 
60  lire  the  kilo.,  or  Is  4|«!.  per  oz.  It  is  worth  remarking, 
moreover,  that  where  malaria  is  most  prevalent  commerce 
is  non  existent  and  the  population  is  of  the  poorest — in 
other  words,  precisely  where  the  bane  falls  heaviest  the 
sntidote  is  not  to  be  had.  Signor  Boselli  proposes  to  remedy 
this  condition  of  thirjgs,  disclaiming  in  advance  all  intention 
of  creating  a  State  monopoly.  He  would  concede  to  the 
firm  or  firms  which  are  to  supply  the  drug  the  simple  right 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  shops  in  which  are  sold  and 
related  articles  of  a  privileged  character  (generi  di  pricativa) 
— like  salt  or  tobacco,  for  instance.  These  snops  are  dis- 
seminated throughout  the  kingdom  to  the  number  of  27,000, 
are  found  in  the  humblest  communes,  and  can  make  quinine 
accessible  to  all.  They  are  subject,  moreover,  to  Govern- 
ment control  It  is  proposed  that  these  shops  should  ba 
given  the  right,  on  payment  of  a  small  sum,  to  sell  quinine, 
and  should  be  required  to  have  on  sale  either  sulphite  or 
hydrnchlorate  of  quinine,  or  both.  The  drag  is  to  be  sold  in 
disc  shaped  compressed  tablets  which  can  be  easily  swallowed, 
«ach  tablet  to  beenclosel  in  a  capsule  to  ensure  preserva- 
tion. The  price  will  be  fixed  at  a  sum  which  even  the  very 
p  .or  can  command  — v'z  ,  Bd.  (50s  )  for  3  grammes  of  t  _e  su' 


pbate  or  for  2  grammes  of  the  hydrochlorate.  There  is  little 
doubt  that  the  Bill  will  become  law.  Nothing  can  exceed 
the  confusion  and  irregularity  under  which  quinine  is  now 
sold.  At  Milan,  for  instance,  it  may  be  had  for  25c. 
the  gramme;  at  Florence,  on  the  other  band,  the  drug 
costs  double,  sometimes  treble,  that  sum.  But  even  more 
important  than  the  question  of  cheapness  is  that  of  purity. 
Every  English  physician  practising  in  Italy  knows  to  his 
cost  the  difficulty  of  procuring  genuine  quinine.  For  years 
it  was  sold,  even  in  pharmacies  of  repute,  adulterated  with 
60  per  cent,  of  cinchonidine.  It  is  intended  to  try  the 
monopoly  (for  such  it  will  probably  prove  to  be,  in  spite  of 
official  denials)  for  five  years  as  an  experiment. 


flDarriaaea. 


Buchan — Fishes — On  December  11,  at  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  Rathgar,  Dublin,  by  the  Rev.  G.  Hanson,  M.  A.,  John 
G  M.  Buchan,  L  P  S  I.,  son  of  the  Rw,  W  Buchan,  Boveedy, 
co.  Derry,  to  Lily,  eldest  daughter  of  J  Fisher,  Glasgow. 

Smyth — McEniey. — At  the  Pro-Cathedral,  Dublin,  by  the 
Rev.  G.  Redgway,  Thomas  J.  Smyth,  Cork,  to  Emily,  widow 
of  the  late  Thomas  McEairy,  chemist,  Dublin. 


2>eatb0» 


Boaed. — On  December  11,  at  Cheltenham,  Mr.  Thomas  F. 
Board.  Aged  68. 

Faibbbothee. — On  November  28,  Mr.  Joseph  Fairbrother, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Manchester.    Aged  86. 

Jones. — On  November  26,  Mr.  M.  H.  Jones,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Islington.    Aged  46. 

McMillan  — At  Dundee,  on  December  16,  Mr.  Jame8 
McMillan,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  47  Mr.  McMillan  was 
a  native  of  Perth,  and  after  experience  there  and  in  Edin- 
burgh he  passed  the  Minor,  and  went  to  Dundee  as  manager 
of  Cochrane's  Murraygate  laboratory.  He  afterwards  started 
business  for  himself  at  177  Hawkhill,  and  for  more  than 
twenty  years  has  been  a  highly  respected  man  in  that 
quarter. 

Walton. — On  December  13,  Mr.  Major  Foulds  Walton, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Wharf  Street,  Sowerby  Bridge. 
Deceased  caught  cold  whilst  on  a  journey  to  London,  and 
that  resulted  in  pneumonia,  f'om  which  he  died.  He  was 
42  years  of  age,  and  succeeded  to  a  large  business  founded 
by  his  father.  He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Local 
Board,  and  leaves  a  widow  and  one  daughter. 

Westlake. — On  November  30,  Mr.  John  Westlake,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Sutton. 

White. — The  death  is  announced  at  Dublin  of  Mr.  William 
Dudley  White,  apothecary.  The  deceased  was  the  eldest 
son  of  the  late  Dr.  White,  City  Coroner,  and  was  for  the 
past  twenty-four  years  dispensary  officer  to  the  North  Dublin 
Union. 


Singulae  Opium  poisoning  Case — An  inquest  was  held 
at  Belfield  Police  Court  (British  Guiana),  on  November  22, 
on  the  body  of  an  infant,  7  months  old,  the  son  of  Captain  de 
Rinzy.  The  child  had  been  ailing  a  short  time,  and  was 
attended  by  Dr  Jeremiah  EDeas,  Government  Medical 
Officer,  who,  according  to  the  evidence,  when  he  found  the 
infant  dying,  hastily  went  to  the  nursery  and  carried  off  the 
bottle  of  medicine  which  he  had  last  supplied,  and  of  which 
the  child  had  taken  some.  This  the  doctor  denied,  adding 
that  the  medicine  in  question  contained  three  drops  each  of 
tincture  of  cinchona  and  tincture  of  hyoscyamus  and  two 
drops  of  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia  with  camphor- water. 
It  transpired  that  the  mother  had  been  in  the  habit  of  giving 
the  child  Winslow's  soothing  syrup  without  the  doctor's 
knowledge.  Analysis  of  the  viscera  showed  that  death  was 
due  to  opium-poisoning.  The  jury  found  that  such  was  the 
case,  but  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  how  and  by  whom 
the  opium  was  administered. 
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IRoveltles. 


DISPENSING  SCALES. 

We  referred  a  fortnight  ago  to  Messrs.  Peter  Rogers  &  Co.'s 
new  catalogue  of  dispensing-scales.  We  noticed  in  it  two 
new  models  which  should  interest  our  subscribers.  The 
first,  which  the  makers  call  "  R92,"  is  like  ordinary  pillar 
dispensing- scales,  but  has  a  girder-beam  the  length  of  which 
is  7  inches,  and  is  fitted  with  agate  bearings,  which  ensure  the 
delicacy  of  the  scales  for  a  much  longer  period  than  the 
ordinary  hard  steel  bearings.  The  scales  are  sent  out  in 
brass  (polished  and  lacquered)  or  nickel-plated.  As  asupeiior 
kind  of  the  S3ale3  so  much  used  at  the  dispensing-counter, 
and  not  liable  to  go  out  of  order,  this  improvement  will  be 
ppre;iated  by  dispensers.    Another  apparatus  combining 


the  simplicity  of  dispensing- scales  with  the  delicacy  of  the 
chemical  balance  is  represented  in  the  new  pattern  "  XL82," 
represented  above.  The  indicator,  it  will  be  observed,  is  the 
same  as  in  Dutch  balicces,  and  the  pillar-lever  is  of  a  new 
design  working  in  combination  the  principles  of  the  cord  and 
pillar  dispensing- scales.  The  illustration  shows  this  better 
than  words.  This  variety  of  balance  is  also  obtainable  with 
the  chain  and  leg  supports  familiar  in  dispensing-scales. 


BOTTLING  BY  MACHINERY. 
Me.  Peter  Tybeb,  70  Long  Lane,  S.E.,  invited  our  Town 
Traveller  to  step  over  there  one  morning  this  week  to  see 
at  work  a  new  bottle- filling  machine  which  he  has  just 
installed  in  his  factory.  The  machine  is  the  invention  of 
Mr.  T.  Roberts,  Bolton,  and  Mr.  Tjrer  has  taken  the  agency 
for  it  for  the  southern  half  of  England,  included  in  that  half 
being  all  south  of  a  line  drawn  from  Gloucester  to  Lynn 
The  machine  is  a  very  simple  affair,  and  fills  bottles  one  at 
a  time.  This  does  not  sound  very  impressive  when  the  fact 
is  recalled  that  there  are  machines  in  the  world  which  work 
perfectly  automatically  and  fill  a  dozen  or  a  gross  of  bottles 
at  a  time.  The  trouble  about  some  of  these  machines  is  that, 
they  are  made  to  discharge  a  fixed  volume  of  liqaid,  and  if  the 
bottles  are  unequal  the?  are  either  not  filled  Dp  or  some  of  the 
liquid  is  spilt  Roberts's  mach'ne  has  not  that  ohjpp.tion.  In 
appearance  the  machine  looks  not  unlike  a  soda  water  filling 
machine,  being  also,  like  it  actuated  by  a  foot-lever  Without 
an  engraving  the  mechanism  is  somewhat  difficult  to  explain, 


but  if  the  reader  keeps  in  mind  that  it  is  a  development  of 
a  water-tap  and  water-pipe  the  illustration  will  suffice.  In 
the  present  case  the  lap  is  represented  by  a  stop- valve  of 
peculiar  construction  which  is  closed  and  opened  by  the 
movement  of  the  foot-!ever.  To  this  valve  nozzles  of  any 
desired  size  are  seemed  so  as  to  fit  bottle-recks  of  any  s:ze. 
At  the  back  of  the  machine  the  stop-valve  is  connected  with 
the  reservoir  of  liquid  by  means  of  an  indiarubber  pipe ; 
but  if  thick  liquids  like  castor  oil,  which  may  be  made 
more  limpid  by  heat,  are  to  be  bottled,  a  worm  block 
tin  tube,  suitably  protected,  takes  the  place  of  the 
india-rubber  one,  and  a  Bunsen  burner  jj  attached 
for  heating  the  pipe.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the 
illustration  of  the  water-tap,  &c,  is  appropriate;  but  in 
Roberts's  machine  it  is  the  rapidity  and  neatness  with 
which  the  supply  is  cut  off  that  makes  it  so  excellent  for 
bottle- filling.  At  Mr.  Tyrer's  factory,  a  girl  who  has  been 
working  the  machine  for  a  week  demonstrated  it  to  our 
Town  Traveller.  Fiom  a  box  full  of  bottles  at  her  right 
hand  she  lifted  a  bottle,  placed  it  on  a  little  table  attached 
to  the  machine,  pressed  the  lever,  and  the  neck  of  the 
bottle  covered  the  nozzle.  The  bottle  was  filled,  removed  by 
the  left  hand,  and  another  took  its  place.  This  at  the  rate 
of  twenty-three  a  minute  !  But  Mr.  Tyrer  thinks  sho  will 
shortly  do  more,  although  it  seems  humanly  impossible  to  do 
many  more,  and  to  keep  the  rate  up  for  a  whole  day.  But 
the  point  of  real  importance  about  the  machine  is  that  it 
does  not  spill  a  drop  of  liquid.  As  soon  as  the  foot  lets  £p 
the  lever  the  flow  stops,  and  not  a  drop  falls  after.  Then 
the  use  of  small  and  large  nozzles,  and  regulating  the  supply 
of  liquid  by  a  tap,  enables  one  to  fill  large  and  small  bo'.tks 
at  the  same  rate — that  is  (incredible  though  the  statement 
may  appear),  one  can  fill  a  pint  bottle  as  q-iickly  as  a  half- 
pint  bottle.  Another  point :  the  machine  fills  liquids  of  any 
density — from  limpid  eau  de  Cologae  to  viscous  liquid  glue 
— equally  well ;  and  for  sauces  which  require  to  be  stirred 
constantly  a  tank  with  a  beating- arrangement  is  supplied. 
The  applications  of  the  machine  are  well  testified  by  Mr; 
Tyrer's  adoption  of  it  for  widely  different  purposes,  while 
such  firms  as  Truefitts  (Limited),  R.  Barker  &  Son  (infants' 
preservative  manufacturers),  and  Blundell,  Spence  &  Co. 
(Limited),  the  paint  and  varnish  makers,  use  it  for  filliog 
their  specialities.  One  machine  can  do  from  four  to  six 
women's  work. 


NEW  SUNDRIES. 
Messrs.  W.  B.  Fordham  &  Sons  (Limited),  of  York  Rjadr 
King's  Cross,  N.,  seldom  let  a  week  pass  without  bringing 
out  something  new  in  the  sundries  line — indeed,  when  one 
knows  the  variety  of  their  stock  this  characteristic  is  not 


Size  i 


surprising.  This  week  they  introduce  to  us  two  articles. 
The  first  every  chemist  can  sell.  It  is  the  "  Dr.  Lithim" 
poultice- paper,  which  consists  of  a  sheet  of  tough  paper,  in 
the  centie  of  which  ii  secured  a  piece  of  grease-proof  pape.-, 
and  on  the  edges  of  that  are  four  pieces  of  muslin.  In  making 
a  poultice  one  places  the  poultice-paste  on  the  grease-proof 
centre,  spreads  it  out,  and  covers  with  the  muslin,  which  i<j 
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to  be  placed  nezb  the  skin.  This  is  an  article  which  we 
think  sundries-houses  and  retail  druggists  should  stock  at 
once,  for  it  is  really  wanted  in  households,  and  the  price  will 
oake  it  popular.  The  paper  is  made  in  several  sizes,  which 
■retail  at  Id.  to  2d.  each.  We  do  not  expect  that  the  Bells 
and  Squires  of  the  trade  will  stock  the  nest  article — the 
"Express"  boot- polishing  box — although  it  is  clean  and 
tidy  enough  to  put  in  the  toilet  showcase.  The  box  con- 
sists of  two  compartments;  in  one  a  pad  of  wet  felt  is 
inserted,  in  the  other  a  cake  of  blacking  over  which  there  is 
a  miniature  grating.  The  blacking-brush  is  dipped  on  the 
v.ret  pad,  then  on  the  grating,  when  it  lifts  just  enough  mois- 
ture and  blacking  to  do  the  job  neatly  and  brilliantly. 


HYDROUS  ADBPS  LANiE,  N.W.K. 
We  may  properly  include  this  product  in  this  section  as  it 
is  under  the  arrangement  recently  arrived  at  that  Messrs. 
Thomas  Christy  &  Co.,  25  Lime  Street,  E.G.,  are  able  to  place 
it  upon  the  English  market.  The  ointment  is  cream-coloured, 
almost  odourless  and  free  from  stickiness,  and  conforms  to 
the  pharmacopoeial  requirements.  It  contains  30  per  cent, 
of  water,  and  has  a  melting-point  of  37°  C,  this  being 
exceptionally  low.  We  also  find  that  it  is  practically  free 
•from  acidity.  We  have  already  reported  favourably  upon  the 
N.W.K.  pure  wool-fat,  from  which  this  is  prepared,  and  the 
purpose  of  this  note  is  merely  to  point  out  that  the  hydrous 
•variety  is  now  available  to  chemists. 


"  PRE-CIPI-TEE." 
While  visiting  Mr.  Tyrer's,  our  representative  observed  a 
•new  penny  line  for  which  he  has  secured  the  London  agency. 
This  is  "Pre-cipitee"  powder  and  "  Pte-cipi-tee  "  soap  for 
cleaning  children's  heads.  The  cleanly  and  non-poisonous 
nature  of  the  preparations,  and  their  popular  character, 
should  make  them  a  good  selling  line.  We  presume  that 
the  articles  are  put  up  in  more  expensive  packages  by  the 
manufacturer,  Mr.  F.  Guttridge,  Horncastle;  but  there  is 
nothing  to  complain  about  in  the  penny  packets. 


personalities. 


Mr.  Leonard  A.  Parry,  M.B ,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  son  of 
Mr.  Parry,  of  Bartlett  Hooper  &  Co.,  has  now  added  to  his 
titles  the  Bachelor  of  Surgery  degree  of  the  London 
University. 

Mr.  John  Thompson,  58  Hanover  Street,  Liverpool,  wishes 
(as  to  state  that  the  man  representing  himself  as  his  son  is 
still  going  round  trying  to  borrow  money  on  that  representa- 
tion. The  man  is  described  as  about  5  feet  7  inches  in 
height,  apparently  about  33  years  of  age,  and  of  dark  com-| 
plexion. 

We  reported  last  week  the  election,  at  the  top  of  the  poll 
of  Mr.  Thomas  F.  Board,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Chelten 
■ham,  as  an  annuitant  on  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society.  Mr.  Board  was  suffering  from  softening 
of  the  brain,  and  was  stated  to  be  hopelessly  invalided.  On 
"the  day  after  his  election  Mr.  Board  died. 

Miss  Hamilton,  the  lady  doctor  in  the  service  of  the 
Ameer  of  Afghanistan,  has  returned  to  Cabul  lately,  accom- 
panied by  a  trained  female  nurse.  By  the  way,  Dr  J.  A. 
■Gray,  formerly  court  physician  to  the  Abdurrhaman  Khan, 
v/hom  we  interviewed  in  May  of  last  year  (C.  §■  B  xliv.  21), 
has  lately  published  a  book  on  his  experiences  which  has 
been  very  favourably  noticed  in  the  daily  press. 

Mr.  Chauncey  M.  Depew,  the  well-known  American 
orator,  had  a  connection  with  pharmacy  through  his  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  Johnson  Niven  Hegeman,  a  pharmacist,  who  was 
Secretary  of  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy  until  his 
death  from  paralysis  on  November  12  last.    Mr,  Hegeman 


owned  one  of  the  handsomest  pharmacies  in  New  York,  and 
he  had  several  others.  By  his  will  Mr.  Hegeman  leaves 
Chauncey  M.  Depew,  jun.,  his  nephew,  and  two  sisters-in-law 
$250  each,  and  the  rest  of  the  estate  is  left  in  trust  to 
Chauncey  M.  Depew,  to  be  held  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
widow  and  infant  daughter  of  deceased. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Smith,  the  Australian  chemist,  whose  state-  , 
ments  brought  about  the  conviction  of  Dean,  the  New  South 
Wales  boatman,  who  tried  to  poison  his  wife,  and  whose 
trial  had  such  sensational  results,  is  an  Englishman  by  birth. 
In  cross-examination  he  refused  to  give  any  information  con- 
cerning his  business,  but  stated  that  he  had  left  England 
some  years  ago,  and  went  to  North  America  as  a  missionary. 
The  employment  was  not  congenial,  and  he  returned  to 
England.  He  afterwards  went  to  South  Africa,  where  he 
was  a  hospital  surgeon  connected  with  the  mounted  police. 
From  Africa  he  went  to  Australia ;  he  went  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  Australia,  but  finally  settled  down  at  North 
Shore,  where  he  opened  a  chemist  shop.  Smith  is  not  licensed 
to  sell  poisons,  and,  according  to  his  evidence,  he  gave  Dean, 
a  customer,  about  240  gr.  of  arsenic,  under  the  impression 
that  it  was  wanted  as  an  ingredient  in  a  bicycle  cement. 
Dean  used  part  of  this  arsenic  in  an  attempt  on  his  wife's 
life,  but  was  acquitted,  mainly  because  the  acquisition  of  the 
poison  could  not  be  brought  home  to  .him  as  the  chemist  was 
not  directly  asked  whether  he  had  supplied  him,  and  did  not 
volunteer  the  information.  After  Dean's  acquittal,  however, 
when  the  case  led  to  public  recriminations  between  well- 
known  lawyers,  Mr.  Smith  disclosed  what  he  knew.  As 
Dean  could  not  be  again  tried  for  his  life  (attempted  murder 
is  a  capital  offence  in  New  South  Wales),  he  was  tried  for 
perjury  and  sentenced  to  14  years'  hard  labour. 

Two  singular  instances  are  recorded  of  the  courage  of  the 
late  Mr.  Pinhey,of  Sydney,  whose  death  we  recorded  last  week. 
The  first  dates  back  to  his  Maitland  days.  His  servant  in  the 
Maitland  pharmacy,  Rose  Kelly,  married  a  prize-fighting  rough 
of  a  blacksmith,  who  murdered  her  and  disappeared.  Some 
years  afterwards,  when  Mr.  Pinhey  had  settled  in  Sydney, 
he  accidentally  saw  the  murderer,  with  two  companions, 
entering  a  public-house.  Though  but  a  small  man  and 
unarmed,  Mr.  Pinhey,  not  seeing  a  constable  near,  did  not 
hesitate  a  moment,  but,  entering  the  bar,  seized  the  mur- 
derer by  the  wrist,  with  the  words,  "  I  arrest  you  in  the 
name  of  the  Queen  for  the  murder  of  Rose  Kelly,  your  wife." 
Big  as  he  was,  the  scoundrel  made  no  attempt  to  draw  his 
arm  away,  and  while  his  companions  looked  on  in  breathless 
astonishment  Mr.  Pinhey  quietly  walked  him  off  to  the  police- 
station.  The  man  was  convicted,  and  haDged.  No  one  was 
more  surprised  than  Mr.  Pinhey  himself  that  so  dangerous 
a  fellow  should  have  allowed  himself  to  be  captured  so  easily. 
The  second  occasion  was  less  creditable  to  the  pharmacist's 
common  sense.  It  occurred  while  Mr.  Pinhey  was  a  pharma- 
cist in  Sydney.  An  eye-lotion  prescribed  by  a  well-known 
medical  man  was  made  up  by  the  assistant  in  Mr.  Pinhey:s 
presence.  A  few  days  later  the  patient  called,  and  stated 
that  the  doctor  had  found  fault  with  it,  and  said  it  was  im- 
properly dispensed.  Mr.  Pinhey  retained  the  lotion,  and 
went  in  search  of  the  doctor.  Not  meeting  him  that  day, 
and  smarting  with  indignation  at  the  charge,  he  wrote  to  the 
doctor,  challenging  him  to  a  duel  with  pistols.  The  doctor 
realised  it  was  no  joking  matter,  and  instantly  made  a  full 
apology  and  withdrew  his  charge.  This  is  probably  the  first 
instance  on  record  of  a  pharmacist  challenging  a  doctor  to  a 
life  and-death  fight  on  account  of  an  eye-lotion. 


Near  the  Angel,  Islington,  the  other  night,  an  anti-tem- 
perance gentleman  was  seen  leaning  against  a  lamp-post. 
Two  tramway-cars  were  passing  at  the  time  with  red  and 
blue  lamps  in  front  and  behind.  The  thirst-slaker  was 
heard  to  remark  to  himself,  "  Must  be  a  very  unhealthy 
neighbourhood  (hie)  about  here  if  they  are  obliged  to  run 
chemists'  shops  about  on  wheels." 

A  New  Poison- bottle. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  Mr.  J.  W.  England  showed 
a  new  poison-bottle,  which  was  somewhat  novel  in  design. 
The  bottle  had  an  aluminium  screw-top,  the  upper  part  of 
which  was  open  for  the  insertion  of  a  stopper,  and,  on 
removing  this,  it  was  found  that  another  stopper  was  securely 
inserted.  The  only  way  of  getting  at  the  contents  of  the 
bottle  was  to  unscrew  the  top. 
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Ibe  Winter  Session. 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUS TEY. 

The  Nottingham  Section  of  this  Society  by  invitation  of  Dr. 
Clowes  assembled  at  his  residence,  Waterloo  Crescent, 
Nottingham,  on  Wednesday,  December  11,  to  meet  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society,  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer,  F.I.C.,  F  C.S.  After 
the  reception  the  meeting  was  held.  Mr.  F.  J.  R.  Carulla, 
who  presided,  in  opening  the  meeting,  referred  to  the  beneficial 
effect  that  the  system  of  visiting  the  Sections  inaugurated  by 
Mr.  Tyrer  might  have  on  their  future.  He  also  testified  to 
the  value  of  the  ever-ready  assistance  that  Dr.  Clowes  was 
willing  to  give  to  the  Section,  concluding  with  the  request 
that  the  President  should  honour  the  meeting  by  takiEg  the 
chair.  The  President  having  done  so,  Dr.  Clowes  gave  a  short 
history  of  that  Section  since  its  formation  in  1885,  and 
pointed  out  that  Mr.  Tyrer  had  already  been  amongst  them 
several  times  when  Secretary  of  the  London  Section,  having 
afforded  valuable  help  at  a  critical  period.  Dr.  Clowes 
then  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Composition  of  the  Limiting 
Explosive  Mixtures  of  Combustible  Gases  with  Air,"  which 
was  the  same  as  that  recently  communicated  to  the  Chemical 
Society.  After  the  discussion,  the  President  addressed  the' 
meeting  upon  technical  education.  He  said  there  is  a  ten- 
dency at  the  present  time  to  be  content  with  "pass "ex- 
aminations, which  could  never  be  a  test  of  technical  skill,  and 
were  equally  no  true  proof  of  the  possession  of  a  sound 
knowledge  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  particular 
technology  was  based.  As  an  exposition  of  really  sound 
views  on  this  matter  he  referred  to  Professor  Gibson's  recent 
address  at  Edinburgh.  He  then  described  some  of  the 
schools  he  had  seen  in  the  United  States,  and,  as  an  instance 
of  organised  scientific  control  of  a  technical  matter, 
related  the  operation  of  the  laboratory  at  the  Bethlehem 
Ironworks  in  the  Lehigh  valley,  where  2,444  analyses 
of  nickelised  steel  are  made  every  week  by  eighteen 
persons,  including  the  lads  who  carried  samples  and  reports 
to  and  from  the  works,  the  bottle-washer,  sample- crusher 
and  boiler-man.  Carbon  was  estimated  in  tea  minutes,  sul- 
phur in  twelve  minutes,  magnesia  in  ten  minutes,  silicon 
and  phosphorus  in  thiity  minutes.  The  President  related 
that  Dr.  Hurter,  the  chief  chemist  of  the  United  Alkali  Com- 
pany, had  told  him  last  week  that  he  had  a  man  who  made 
1,200  te=ts  of  bleaching-powder  each  week,  and  in  the 
mornings — leaving  himself  plenty  of  time  later  in  the  day 
for  other  work.  All  have  heard  of  the  80  chemists  at  the 
Badische  Soda  und  Anilin  Fabrik  in  Germany.  Did  they 
imagine  that  this  number  was  engaged  in  research  ?  Nothing 
of  the  kind.  While  a  good  number  were,  still  more  were  neces- 
sary to  the  smooth  and  effectual  working  of  the  great  con- 
cern. He  was  informed  that  even  the  Professor  of  the  local 
University  was  all  but  an  appanage  of  the  factory,  and  he 
and  his  students  contributed  in  a  minor  but  direct  degree 
to  the  volume  of  scientific  labour  at  J  he  service  of  the  factory. 
This  reminded  him  that  in  America  the  majority  of  the  pro- 
fessors of  chemistry  were  consultants  to  works,  and  had  in 
some  cases  left  their  professorial  chairs  to  take  charge  of 
the  research  departments  of  works.  One  direct  result  of 
this  was  that  the  teaching  took  a  technical  or  ''applied  '' 
form.  He  had  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  while  general 
opinion  gave  small  credit  to  certain  living  professors  for  per- 
sonal contract  with  their  students,  and  still  less  personal 
influence,  the  same  opinion  did  regard  Professor  Clowes  as  a 
real  teacher,  living  among  and  for  his  students.  Herein  he 
was  a  follower  of  the  great  Hofmann,  whose  personality  was 
as  great  a  factor  as  his  knowledge. 

The  meeting  terminated  with  votes  of  thanks  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Dr.  Clowes. 


The  New  York  Section  of  the  Society  met  on  December  2. 
Amongst  the  matters  brought  before  the  meeting  was  this 
motion : — ■ 

No  paper  shall  be  read  before  the  Section  unless  it  has  passed  the 
Committee  on  Papers,  the  duties  of  the  committee  to  be  decided 
upon  at  the  next  meeting. 

A  postcard  vote  on  the  motion  is  to  be  taken.  It  has 
come  forward  owing  to  the  recent  paper  on  phenacetin  re- 
ported in  this  journal. 


AND  DRUGGIST 


LIVERPOOL  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS' 
SOCIETY. 

A  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  the  University 
College  on  December  12,  Mr.  T.  S.  Wokes  (the  President)  ia 
the  chair. 

Mr.  H.  C.  V.  Last  exhibited  a  specimen  of  mesquit  bean 
from  Peru* — evidently  one  of  the  tannin  series. 

Mr.  F.  Walker  reported  that  he  recently  had  a  prescrip- 
tion to  dispense,  as  follows  : — 

Salol             ..               '.7  "!*«  'iss. 

Benzonaphthol                 »«  . .  ,.  'jiss. 

Syrupi  '.  ..  5j. 

Aqua?  ad       >.               .<  ..  ,.  i'vij. 

— and  in  this  he  used  5iss.  mucilage.  The  mixture  was 
returned  by  the  customer,  who  said  it  was  not  as  thick  as  he 
bad  had  it  before.  Mr.  Walker  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  first  dispenser  ought  to  have  indicated  on  the  prescrip- 
tion the  amount  of  mucilage  he  had  used. 

Mr.  Wokes  said  he  would  have  used  at  least  §j.  of 
mucilage  if  he  had  handled  the  prescription,  and  endorsed 
Mr.  Walker's  remarks  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  dispenser 
to  indicate  the  quantity  of  mucilage  he  had  found  necessary. 

Miss  E.  M.  Wood  then  read  a  paper,  entitled  "  A  Sylvan 
Sketch,"  which  proved  to  be  a  racy,  and  sometimes  p  >etic, 
description  of  our  commoner  forest-trees.  Her  remarks, 
were  illustrated  by  a  series  of  botanical  specimens  collected 
in  the  course  of  her  rambles. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  essayist. 

GLASGOW   AND    WEST    OF  SCOTLAND 
PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Last  week's  meeting  was  an  "  open  night,"  and  it  proved 
most  successful.    Mr.  Alexander  Laing  presided. 

Pharmaceutical  and  Dispensing  Notes. 

Mr.  Dunlop  submitted  notes  upon  the  three  following 
points  : — 

(1)  An  Incompatible  Prescription. — 


Creosoti..       ..       ..   Tl(ij. 

Quin.  disulph   gr.  j. 

P.  camph   gr.  j. 

Aloin.  ..      ..    gr.  ss. 

Ext.  bellad.  alch   gr.  5V 

Strychnise     ...    gr. 

M. 

Ft.  pil.   Mitte  48  tales. 


All  the  ingredients  (except  the  creosote)  were  mixed  to- 
gether, and  then  creosote  pill-mass  added.  The  combina- 
tion immediately  assumed  the  consistence  of  very  soft  soap. 
The  addition  of  an  equal  quantity  of  absorbent  powder 
(consisting  of  liquorice- powder  2  parts  ar.u  tragacanth- 
powder  1  part)  still  left  it  like  soft  putty.  Camphor  and 
creosote — like  camphor  and  carbolic  acid — seem  to  be  in- 
compatible, even  although  kept  well  apart.  The  creosote- 
used  was  Morson's. 

(2)  An  Impure  Salt. — Bismuth,  subcarb.  was,  in  the 
course  of  dispensing,  rubbed  with  pot.  bicarb,  and  sod.  bicarb., 
when  a  strong  odour  of  ammonia  was  smelt.  Fifty  grains 
of  the  bismuth,  subcarb.  was  washed  with  water,  and  the 
washings  on  evaporation  and  acidification  decolorised  indigo- 
solution. 

(3)  A  Sad  Ointment  diluent. — Paraffin  mclle  was  con- 
sidered to  be  so,  but  it  turned  out  that  the  author  meant 
petrolatum  U.S. P.,  which  is  a  mixture  of  petroleum  oil  and 
hard  paraffin. 

Mr.  McKellae  submitted  the  following 

Notes  on  Glycerine  Suppositoe:l?. 

B.P.  70  per  cent.,  made  according  to  recipe  in  ';  Squire," 
is  of  the  same  strength,  without  the  troublesome  evaporating- 
down  process,  is  soluble  in  the  mouth,  bat  toughness 
depends  upon  the  the  quality  of  the  gelatine. 

With  Agar- agar  50  per  cent. — The  Year  book  of  Phar- 
macy, 1895,  gives  a  formula  for  this  from  a  French  source, 
and  it  is  claimed  that  the  result  gives  a  more  transparent 
mass,  which  does  not  stick  to  the  mould  or  clot,  and  pro- 
duces a  more  elegant  article  when  finished.    The  anther 
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produced  specimens  of  this  suppository  made  that  day. 
Already,  within  a  few  hours  after  preparation,  a  good 
quantity  of  glycerine  had  leaked  out ;  and  the  most  fatal  of 
all  objections  to  them  was  that  they  would  not  melt  at  blood- 
temperature.* 

With  Stearate  of  Soda  95  per  cent.—  This  suppository,  for 
which  an  American  formula  is  given  in  the  Tear  uooli, 
1894,  has  attracted  considerable  attention  on  account  of  the 
large  quantity  of  glycerine  contained,  and  has  been  put  on 
the  market  by  an  American  firm  in  small  bottles  of  five  each. 
Stearic  acid  is  melted  in  glycerine  by  aid  of  a  gentle  heat, 
and  enough  carbonate  of  soda  added  to  neutralise.  Tbe  opera- 
tion requires  care,  but  the  result  is  a  clear  transparent  mass, 
forming,  when  melted  and  cast  into  moulds,  a  very  pretty 
suppository,  but  highly  hygroscopic,  and  requiring  to  be 
put  into  airtight  battles  as  soon  as  made.  The  suppositories 
melt  very  slowly  in  the  mouth,  and  the  author  is  of  the  opinion 
that  in  point  of  efficiency  the  B.P.  article  is  superior  to  the 
others  on  account  of  its  lower  melting-point.  [The  U.S. P. 
formula  is : — 

Grammes 

Glycerine  60 

Sodium  carbonate    3 

Stearic  acid   

To  make  ten  suppositories.  Dissolve  the  carbonate  in'the 
glycerine ;  then  add  the  acid.    See  below. — Ed.  C.  %  Z>.]  J 

Phenol  Sulphoricinic  Acid. 

This  is  obtained,  Mr.  Daulop  stated,  by  action  of  sul- 
phuric acid  on  castor  oil,  neutralising  with  soda,  washing, 
and  dissolving  in  a  solution  of  phenol.  Io  is  U3ed  in  2-per-cent. 
solution  for  painting  diphtheritic  throats. 

A  CoEBEcrED  Prescription. 
Mr.  D.  Watson  submitted  the  following  prescription  : — 


Potass,  chlor   3ij. 

Soda?  bibor.    Sij. 

Potass,  bicarb.    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3ij. 

Soda?  byposulph   5ij. 

Sig. :  3j.  in  water  as  a  gargle. 


He  remarked  that  this  had  been  frequently  prescribed  in 
Glasgow.  The  powder  very  soon  deliquesces.  The  attention 
of  the  prescriber  having  been  drawn  to  this,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  impure  hyposulphite  of  soda  was  the  cause,  but 
this  proved  not  to  be  so.  By  omitting  the  potass,  bicarb, 
and  substituting  soda;  bicarb.,  a  presentable  powder  was 
obtained. 


*  The  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  just  received  'contains  a  note  on 
tliis  subject  by  Mr.  Frank  G.  Ryan,  who  has  had  similar  results  to  the 
above  mentioned,  but  Mr.  Ryan  has  been  able  to  satisfactorily  modify  the 
iormula.   We  quote  this  now  to  ba  done  with  the  subject : — 

Agar-agar    ..       . .       5  grammes. 

Distilled  water  . .       . .   45  c.c. 

Glycerine   ..    150  grammes. 

Tbe  agar-agar  was,  in  the  experiments,  first  soaked  with  a  larger  quantity 
of  cold  water,  and  the  latter  expressed,  about  45  c.c.  being  the  quantity 
retained.  The  glycerine  was  then  added,  and  the  whole  heated  on  a 
water-bath  until  tbe  agar-agar  was  dissolved,  after  which  the  Bolution  was 
strained.  It  is  upon  this  experiment  that  the  formula  is  based,  and,  of 
course,  45  c.c.  of  water  only  should  be  used.  The  suppositories  made  with 
agar-agar  have  these  advantages : — They  easily  leave  the  moulds,  and  are 
not  affected  to  the  same  extent  by  exposure  as  are  those  containing  sodium 
stearate. 

Jn  the  course  of  the  discussion  on  the  paper,  which  was  read  before  the 
Phikdelphia  Col'ege,  Mr.  Procter  said  he  used  twice  the  quantity  of 
glycerine  mentioned  in  the  U.S. P.  formula,  which  gave  a  more  satisfactory 
pn  duct.  Mr.  Eugland  recommended  the  use  of  anhydrous  glycerine  when 
the  quantity  is  increased.  Mr.  Beringer  said  that  the  heat  of  the  water- 
bath  is  not  sufficient,  but  that  a  low  flame  is  to  be  preferred, and  he  further 
stated  that  he  uses  sodium  bicarbonate  instead  of  the  carbonate,  which 
contains  water  of  crystallisation.  He  also  recommended  keeping  the 
suppositories  in  a  container  having  a  paraffined  cork,  as  cork  alone  is  not 
iuipervious  to  moisture.  Mr.  Procter  gave  a  suggestion  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing them.  His  method  is  to  dispense  them  in  glass  vials,  each  supposi- 
tory having  a  string  running  underneath  it  for  its  removal  from  the  vial. 
The  string  proje3ts  by  the  side  of  the  cork,  and  they  are  both  paraffined. 

It  is  evident  from  the  foregoing  that  the  American  formula  is  not 
altogether  perfect,  nice  though  the  suppositories  look  in  the  bottle.— 
Ed.  C.  6c  D. 
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Ambulance  Class  fob  Kegistebed  Chemists. 
The  Chairman  intimated  that  Dr.  David  Lees  had  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  form  an  ambulance  class  for 
those  on  the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists.  The  class 
would  meet  on  Sundays  at  an  hour  to  be  afterwards 
arranged. 

The  Proposed  Phabmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Russell  stated,  in  reference  to  the  proposed 
Pharmacy  Bill  to  be  introduced  into  Parliament  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  that  the  Glasgow  Association  had 
appointed  a  committee  to  look  after  some  of  the  matters 
which  were  likely  to  be  introduced  into  that  Bill.  The 
committee  had  not  yet  met,  but  meantime  it  might  be  ad- 
visable for  the  members  to  be  thinking  over  the  various 
matters  which  it  was  desirable  to  have  incorporated  in  such 
a  Bill,  and  be  prepared  to  give  their  views  upon  them.  It 
was  evident,  from  what  had  been  dropped  by  Mr.  Carteighe, 
that  the  Bill  was  to  be  very  much  on  the  lines  suggested  at 
the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Glasgow  Association,  but 
somewhat  modified.  Some  of  the  points  suggested  would, 
no  doubt,  be  introduced,  and  some  of  them  probably  left  out 
of  it. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  this  was  something  they 
had  waited  a  long  time  for,  and  he  thought  they  would  be 
very  glad  to  help  the  Council  of  the  Society  in  shaping  the 
Bill  in  the  right  way.  He  believed  if  the  Society  would 
produce  their  Bill  openly  and  honestly,  and  let  it  be  shown 
to  all  pharmacists,  they  (the  pharmacists)  would  speedily 
knock  it  into  shape  and  aid  the  Society  in  carrying  it 
through  Parliament. 

It  was  intimated  that  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 
had  presented  to  the  Library  a  beautifully-bound  copy  of 
"  Remington's  Pharmacy,"  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  convey  the  thanks  of  the  Association  to  the  firm. 


EDINBURGH  CHEMISTS',  ASSISTANTS',  AND 
APPRENTICES'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting,  presided  over  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Cameron,  was  held 
at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  December  13,  at  9.15  p.m. 
The  following  papers  were  read : — 

Notes  on  a  Sample  of  Victoeian  Opium 

By  William  Duncan. 

A  former  pupil,  settled  in  Victoria,  sent  a  sample  of  opium 
obtained  from  poppies  grown  in  that  colony.  Opium-pro- 
duction is  not  a  paying  business  in  Victoria,  the  grower 
finding  it  more  profitable  to  place  the  poppy-capsules  on  the 
market  rather  than  go  to  the  expense  of  collecting  the 
opium.  The  author's  sample  resembled  Smyrna  opium  very 
closely,  being  wrapped  in  poppy-leaf,  but  destitute  of  rumex- 
fruits.  Externally  it  was  of  a  brownish  black  colour,  inter- 
nally reddish-brown,  and  lighter  than  the  average  Turkey 
opium.  It  is  impossible  to  distinguish  it  from  the  latter  by 
the  smell.  Its  chief  peculiarity  is  its  extreme  brittleness, 
breaking  with  bright  shining  fracture  not  unlike  Barbadoes 
aloes.*  It  could  be  reduced  to  powder  without  previous 
drying.  This  condition  is  probably  due  to  the  age  and 
prolonged  exposure  of  the  sample  Tested  by  the  pharma- 
copoeial  process  it  yielded  12  7  per  cent,  of  morphine.  Mr. 
Duncan  also  read  a  note  on 

Gasteolobium  Bilobum,  the  Poison-weed  of 
Westebn  Austbalia. 

This  plant  is  believed  to  be  one  of  the  most  virulent  of  the 
poison -weeds.  The  genus  Gastrolobium  is  peculiar  to 
Western  Australia.  In  certain  districts  it  is  very  abundant, 
and  causes  the  death  of  large  numbers  of  cattle  which 
browse  upon  the  leaves.  The  following  particulars  are 
supplied  by  a  gentleman  who  has  frequently  witnessed  its 
poisonous  effects  on  various  animals.  Sheep  and  cattle 
begin  to  show  symptoms  of  poisoning  as  soon  as  they 
chew  the  cud,  and  they  die  quickly.  Horses,  after 
eating  the  leaves,  begin  to  swell  at  the  head  and  neck,  and 


*  A  sample  which  Mr.  Bosisto  gave  us  nine  years  ago  had  not  this 
characteristic :  it  was  tough,  but  not  brittle,  contained  12  per  cent,  of 
moisture,  and  the  powder  1115  per  cent,  of  morphine.  See  C.  &  D.,  May  29 
1886,  page  £07.— Ed.  C.  &  D. 
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die  in  about  two  or  three  days.  Pigeons  and  other  birds  feed 
and  grow  fat  on  the  seeds,  and  their  flesh  may  be  eaten 
with  impunity,  but  dogs  have  been  frequently  poisoned  by 
eating  the  bones  of  such  birds.  The  symptoms  resemble 
those  of  strychnine- poisoning  or  hydrophobia.  Repeated 
attempts  to  isolate  the  poisonous  principle  have  hitherto 
been  without  success.  In  the  "  Treasury  of  Botany  "  it  is 
stated  that  the  stomach  of  the  animal  assumes  a  brownish 
colour  and  becomes  very  tender.  The  raw  flesh  poisons  cats 
and  the  blood  poisons  dogs,  but  the  cooked  flesh  can  be 
eaten,  and  is  eaten  with  impunity  by  the  native?.  It  is 
probable,  therefore,  that  the  poisonous  principle  of  the 
plant  is  an  albumose.  So  far  the  author  has  not  been  able 
to  separate  a  definite  principle,  but  he  has  now  a  larger 
supply  of  seed  at  his  disposal,  and  will  report  farther. 

The  nest  communication  was  also  by  Mr.  Dancan,  and 
was  entitled 

Dispensing  Queries. 

In  the  following  prescription  the  whole  of  the  menthol,  on 
addition  of  the  spirituous  tincture,  collected  and  formed  a 
cake  on  the  top  of  the  liquid : — 


Tinct.  iodi      . .       . .    3  v. 

Menthol.  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3iss. 

Glycerini    3j. 

Aquae  ad    3iv. 


A  suitable  mixture  was  obtained  by  dissolving  the  iodine 
and  potassium  iodide  in  the  water,  then  reducing  the 
menthol  to  powder,  rubbing  it  up  with  the  glycerine,  and 
adding  the  rectified  spirit  of  the  tincture  last.  In  the  case 
of  the  following  prescription  the  lithium  carbonate  and 
potassium  bicarbonate  crystallised  out  on  standing,  owing  to 
the  amount  of  spirit  in  the  mixture : — 

Tinct.  strophanthi   Ttlv. 

Lithii  carb.    . .       . .       . ,       . .       . .  gr.  ij. 

Potass,  bicarb.    gr.  xv. 

Sp.  amnion,  aromat   3j. 

Aquae  ad    3ss. 

The  following  mixture  became  muddy  from  separation  of 
a  crystalline  precipitate  :  — 

Quin.  sulph.    . .       . .       . .       . .       . .    3  j. 

Glycerini       ..    ..Sir. 

Adde— 

Acid,  hydrom. . .   ,      ..    q.s.  to  dissolve 

the  quinine 

If  acid,  hydrobrom.  dil.  B  P.  is  used,  the  solution  is  quite 
clear.  The  muddiness  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  use  of 
acid,  hydrobrom.  made  by  Fothergill's  process  from  potassium 
bromide  and  tartaric  acid,  with  consequent  separation  of 
quinine  tartrate. 

The  following    lotion,    on    standing,    soon  deposited 


crystals  : — 

Boroglyceridi   sj. 

Glycerni    3j. 

Lot.  hydrarg.  perehlor.  (gr.  J  to  . .  3 vj. 


The  crystals  were  boric  acid  formed  by  hydration  of  the 
boroglyceride.    This  could  not  be  avoided. 

An  Exhibition. 
Mr.  George  Coull,  B.Sc  ,  then  exhibited  and  explained 
a  series  of  interesting  diagrams  illustrating,  among  other 
things,  the  manufacture  of  boric  and  nitric  acids,  Dumas  and 
Boussingault's  method  of  determining  the  gravimetric 
composition  of  air ;  Dumas  and  Stas'  method  of  determining 
the  composition  of  carbon  dioxide ;  Dumas'  synthesis  of 
water  ;  Moissan's  isolation  of  fluorine  ;  Pictet's  and  Cailletet's 
apparatus  for  liquefaction  of  gases  ;  Andrew's  isothermals  of 
carbon  dioxide,  showing  the  relation  between  the  gaseous 
and  liquid  states;  and  Lothar  Meyer's  curve  showirg  the 
periodicity  of  the  atomic  volumes  of  the  elements  when 
plotted  against  their  atomic  weights. 

MIDLAND  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  officers  of  this  Association  have  been  elected  as 
follows:— President,  T.  C.  Clarke;  Vice-Presidents,  H.  S. 
Lawton,  R.  M.  Williams ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  H.  Jessop ;  Hon. 
Secretaries,  (Literary)  H.  M.  Bindloss,  17  Bull  Street, 
(Financial)  J.  Selby,  17  Bull  Street;  Committee,  P.  A. 
Arblaster,  T.  Barclay,  jan  ,  H.  Boucher,  R.  L  Daviep,  J.  H. 
France,  W.  E.  Meggeson,  W.  Peters.  A  musical  and  social 
evening  is  to  be  held  cn  January  1. 


ULSTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  at  Belfast  on 
December  17,  Mr.  Wm.  Prott  (President)  in  the  chair,  some 
new  members  were  e'ected,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Connor,  of 
Newry,  was  unanimously  chosen  a  Vice-President  of  the 
Association. 

The  discussion  on  the  question,  "  Should  chemists  pre- 
scribe and  doctors  dispense?"  was  resumed,  and  after 
several  gentlemen  had  spoken,  a  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr. 
McKnight,  and  eeconded  by  Mr.  Montgomery,  waa 
unanimously  adopted  to  the  effect  that  the  practice  of  pre- 
scribing is  not  indulged  in  by  the  members  of  this  Associa- 
tion, and  that  they  have  no  wish  to  trespass  on  the  rights  of 
medical  practitioners.  Regret  was  also  expressed  that  so 
many  medical  men  do  their  own  compounding.  It  was 
resolved  that  a  roll  of  patrons  of  the  Association  shculd  be 
opened,  the  committee  to  formulate  a  lisfc  of  suitable 
persons  connected  with  pharmacy  or  allied  professions. 


ZTrafcoflDarfes  Hppliefc  for* 


A NT  person  who  has  good  grounds  cf  objeotion  to  the  registre.tJo»  of  any 
■  of  the  following  marks  should  at  once  communicate  with  Sir  Reader 
Lack.Oomptroller-QeneraI,at  the  Patent  Office, 25  Southampton  Buildings, 
Chancer;  Lac  e .  London,  W.O. 


(From  the  "Trade  Marks  Journal,"  Itecemlrr  18,  1895.) 

"Valule";  for  all  goods  in  classes  1  and  2.  By  Messrs. 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings, 
London,  E.C.  190.991-2. 

"Candicum";  for  chemical  substances  used  for  agri- 
cultural veterinary  purposes,  &cz  ;  also  for  perfumery  in 
class  48.  By  J.  Dyson  &  Co.,  Atlas  Works,  Elland, 
manufacturing  chemists.    190,050.  190,054. 

Portrait  of  applicant  and  facsimile  signature  contained  in 
circle ;  for  medicines  for  human  use.  By  Obsrhaeusser 
&  Landaner,  36  Marktplatz,  Wiirzburg,  Bavaria,  manu- 
facturers of  curative  specialities.  189,680. 

"  Snowdrift  " ;  for  ointments  for  use  in  medicine  and 
pharmacy.  By  Snowdon,  Sons  &  Co  ,  Lowe's  Wharf, 
Millwall,  London,  E.,  manufacturers.  190,993. 

Portrait  and  facsimile  signature  of  applicant ;  for  chemical 
substances  for  use  in  medicine  and  pharmacy.  By  W. 
S.  Springsteen,  176  Euclid  Avenue,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
U.S.A.,  patent-medicine  proprietor.  190,937. 

"  Galos  Water  "  contained  in  an  oval ;  for  aerated  waters. 
By  John  Clark.  10  Huntingdon  Place,  Tynemoutb, 
chemist.  190,407.  The  essential  particular  is  the  word 
"  Galos." 

Device  of  beacon  on  the  roof  of  a  building  ;  for  night  lights. 
By  the  British  Candle  Company,  19  Goodman's  Yard, 
Minories,  London,  E  C.  The  essential  particular  is  the 
device.  190,678. 

Device  of  two  sheep  with  their  forefeet  on  drum  of  sheep- 
dip;  for  sheep-dip.  By  the  Wandsworth  Chemical- 
works  (Limited),  Causeway,  Wandsworth,  London,  S.W. 
190,086. 

Figure  of  Falstaff ;  for  all  goods  in  class  44.  By  Duckworth 
&  Co.,  93  Corporation  Street,  Manchester,  manufacturing 
chemists.  191,233. 


Strychnine  in  Epsom  Salts. — A  youth  named  Adolph 
OJendahl  was  poisoned  iu  New  York  the  other  day  by  strych- 
nine, which  had  got  mixed  by  mistake  in  a  packet  of  Epsom 
salts.  The  boy's  mother  administered  the  salts  from  an 
unbroken  packet,  and  after  the  victim's  death  it  was  found 
that  the  salts  contained  10  gr.  of  strychnine  to  the  ounce. 
One  of  the  partners  in  the  firm  of  Weismann  &  Muellenbach, 
from  whom  the  salts  had  been  bought,  denied  tbdt  they  ever 
had  strychnine  in  their  shop,  but,  notwithstanding  this,  a 
coroner's  jury  found  tha*;  the  youth  came  to  his  death  from 
the  accidental  administration  of  alkaloid  of  strychnine,  and 
censured  Weismann  &  Muellenbach  "  for  the  careless  manner 
in  which  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  putting  up  packages 
of  Epsom  salts  for  public  sale,  and  for  the  employment  of 
incompetent  persons  to  do  work  of  that  character." 
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THE  PHARMACY  ACT. 

The  Sale  op  Arsenic  by  Seedsmen. 

It:  the  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court  on  December  16,  before  Sheriff 
Fyfe,  Thomas  Bryce  Bachanan  Kerr,  assistant  with  Messrs. 
Alexander  Cross  &:  Sons,  seed-merchants  and  chemical- 
tnanufacturers,  19  Hope  Street,  Glasgow  (the  principal 
partner  of  which  firm,  Mr.  Alexander  Cross,  represents  the 
Camlachie  Division  of  Glasgow  in  Parliament),  was  charged 
at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Richard  Bremridge,  Registrar  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  with  having  contravened  the  1st  and 
15th  sections  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  in  that  on 
October  15  last  he,  not  being  a  duly  registered  pharmaceutical 
chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist,  did,  in  Messrs.  Cross  & 
Sons'  shop  in  Hope  Street,  sell  by  retail  to  Joseph  Tait,  of 
Edinburgh,  a  poison  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act— to  wit, 
a  quantity  of  arsenic,  forming  an  ingredient  in  "  Ballikinrain 
act-destroyer,"  whereby  he  was  liable  in  a  penalty  of  b1.. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Morison,  advocate,  conducted  the  prosecution; 
and  Mr.  William  Borland,  writer,  appeared  for  the  defence. 

Mr.  Borland,  when  the  ca>e  was  called,  remarked  that  this 
was  a  civil  action,  in  which  people  were  expected  to  plead 
guilty. 

Sheriff  Fyfe,  referring  to  the  case  tried  in  Dumbarton  last 
week,  said  Sheriff  Gebbie  took  the  Act  as  applying  to  in- 
gredients in  "  killers  "  and  such  like. 

Mr.  Borland :  He  says  so,  but  1  am  not  going  to  raise  that 

question. 

The  complaint  having  been  read  over  to  the  accused,  he 
pleaded  guilty. 

Mr.  Borland  said  the  accused  was  a  salesman  in  the 
employment  of  a,  firm  of  seedsmen,  and  the  article  that  he 
was  charged  with  having  sold  was  an  "  ant -destroyer."  He 
might  mention  that  the  word  was  spelt  "  ant,"  not  "  aunt." 
(Laughter.) 

The  Sheriff  :  The  offence  is  not  so  serious,  then. 
(Laughter.) 

Continuing  his  address,  Mr.  Borland  said  the  "  destroyer  " 
was  used  for  eradicating  ants,  cockroaches,  beetles,  &c,  and 
was  sold  n  a  sealed  bottle,  and  made  up  ready  for  use.  All 
that  the  accused  did  was  to  sell  one  of  these  sealed  bottles, 
lie  had  no  hand  in  the  preparation  of  it,  and  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  contents  of  it,  excepting  that  he  knew  it 
was  poison'  because  it  was  so  labelled  on  the  bottle.  While 
1  he  was  not  going  to  argue  that  this  was  not  an  offence 
cinder  the  statute,  he  submitted  that  the  statute  read  by  any 

•  v.m ophisticated  person  could  not  be  understood  to  apply  to 
a  case  of  this  kind. 

The  Sheriff :  Do  you  refer  to  me  as  an  unsophisticated 
,  person  ?  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Borland :  I  say  the  accused  is  an  unsophisticated 
.person,  and  that  he  has  never  been  charged  before  and  never 
been  warned  in  any  way.  This  being  his  first  offence  he  ought 
to  be  dismissed  with  an  admonition.  He  reminded  the 
Sheriff  of  the  scope  of  section  15,  which  dealt  with  provisions 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
He  submitted  that  all  these  offences  pointed  at 
in  that  section  contemplated  their  commission  by 
persons  in  the  habit  of  dealing  in   poison  in  the  way 

•  of  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding.  Any  unso- 
phisticated person  reading  the  section  would  under- 
stand it  to  mean  that  people  who  were  popularly 
known  as  druggists  were  to  have  certain  qualifications,  and 
tiiey  were  not  to  evade  the  law  requiring  them  to  have  these 
qualifications  by  calling  themselves  pharmacists,  chemists, 
pharmaceutists,  or  anything  of  that  kind.  He  was  not 
going  to  argue  that  if  the  words  of  the  statute  were  scruti- 
nised they  would  not  be  found  to  include  the  accused  or 
any  person  else  who  happened  to  sell  poisons.  Excepting 
people  who  were  actiDg  as  pharmacists  in  some  form  or 
another,  ordinary  inhabitants  of  this  country  were  not 
tempted  to  read  the  statute.  In  point  of  fact,  it  had  never 
previously  been  applied  to  such  things  as  insect-destroyers 
and  the  like  of  that  so  far  as  he  had  heard— at  all  events 
not  in  Scotland — and  it  looked  to  him  very  much  like  an 
attempt  to  deprive  any  other  retail  trader  of  the  opportunity 
of  selling  a  sealed  bottle  like  that,  by  requiring  that  those 
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sealed  bottles  should  be  sold  by  persons  holding  a  certain 
qualification.  It  was  an  instance  of  a  class  of  statutes  that 
was  becoming  too  common  nowadays,  granting  privileges  to 
a  corporation  that  used  them  exclusively  for  their  own 
aggrandisement,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 
Under  this  statute  the  Society  had  the  exclusive  right  of 
admitting  or  not  admitting  a  person  to  sell  in  this  way,  and 
they,  of  course,  took  precious  good  care  to  use  these  privileges 
for  the  benefit  of  themselves  and  those  who  were  already  iia 
the  trade.  In  this  case  the  buyer  wa3  as  completely  pro- 
tected as  if  the  article  had  been  sold  by  anybody  else,  be  his 
qualification  what  it  might.  The  only  object  in  insisting 
that  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  was  to  sell  these  poisons  was 
that  the  seller  might  show  that  it  was  a  poison,  and  warn 
the  purchaser.  There  was  no  public  interest  whatever  con- 
cerned in  that  prosecution.  There  was  no  end  to  the 
prosecutions  that  might  take  place  under  this  Act.  He 
expected  Messrs.  Wylie  &  Lochhead  would  be  summoned 
one  of  these  days  for  selling  wall-paper  with  poison  on  it. 

Mr.  Morison  said  the  case  was  a  very  serious  one,  and  he 
asked  for  the  full  penalty.  His  friend  had  entirely  mistaken 
the  purposes  of  these  prosecutions,  and  he  had  entirely  mis- 
apprehended the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  He  was 
wrong  about  the  title  of  the  Act  for  one  thing,  because  the 
title  of  the  Act  was  "  An  Act  to  Regulate  the  Sale  of  Poisons, 
and  Alter  and  Amend  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1852,"  so  that  any 
person,  however  unsophisticated  he  might  be,  would  know 
that  any  person  who  sold  poisons  was  required  by  the  Act  to 
be  a  duly  registered  chemist  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  or 
would  know  that  there  was  an  Act  in  existence  supposed  to 
regulate  the  sale  of  poisons.  His  friend  went  on  to  say  that  the 
purpose  of  the  Act  was  to  confer  certain  privileges  upon  the 
Society  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  public. 
The  preamble  expressly  bore  that  the  Act  was  passed  for  the 
purpose  for  which  he  contended.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  entirely  disinterested  in  the  matter ;  it  had  nothing  to 
gain  or  lose  by  it.  Three-fourths  of  the  chemists  in  the 
country  did  not  belong  to  it,  and,  so  far  from  the  Society 
having  any  interest  in  conducting  that  particular  prosecution, 
he  would  show  that  no  chemist  could  sell  the  article  which 
the  accused  sold. 

The  Sheriff  :  Do  you  aim  at  stopping  the  sale  altogether  ? 
Mr.  Morison  :  That  is  the  purpose  of  the  prosecution.  16 
was  absurd  for  his  friend  to  say  that  the  statute  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Society.  They  had  been  compelled  in  many 
cases  by  the  Privy  Council,  and  in  other  cases  by  the 
General  Medical  Council,  to  institute  these  prosecutions,  and 
he  might  add  that  they  were  carried  on  at  a  great  loss  to  the 
Society.  These  prosecutions  had  their  origin  in  the  case  of 
Graham  v.  The  Caledonian  Railway  Company,  The  question 
was  as  to  the  liability  of  the  railway  company  which  carried 
a  certain  poison  which  got  out  of  the  bags  and  saturated 
some  sugar,  with  the  result  that  when,  the  sugar  was  sold 
100  persons  were  poisoned,  and  two  of  them  died. 
Mr.  Borland:  That  was  ten  years  ago. 
Mr.  Morison  :  The  case  took  place  in  1887,  so  that  my 
friend  possibly  does  not  know  it.  The  Court  assoilzied  both 
the  company  and  the  grocer,  but  the  manufacturer  of  the 
vermin-killer  had  to  pay  210Z.  to  the  people  who  were 
poisoned.  The  Society  was  then  asked  to  prosecute,  and 
two  fines  of  51  and  the  expenses  of  the  defence  were  paid 

by  the  manufacturer  of  the  vermin-killer.  Again,  in  1891  

Mr.  Borland :  Statements  like  these  should  not  be  made. 
I  dispute  every  one  of  them,  There  has  been  no  evidence 
led  here  about  these  cases,  and  it  is  most  unfair  that  such 
statements  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Morison :  It  is  simply  part  of  the  narrative. 
Mr.  Borland :  I  dispute  your  statements. 
Mr.  Morisoa :  You  may  ;  but  you  know  nothing  about 
them.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Borland :  And  that  is  my  reason  for  disputing  them. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Morison  :  Then  there  was  a  case  at  Hastings  in  June, 
1891. 

The  Sheriff  :  I  don't  think  you  need  concern  yourself 
about  vindicating  the  action  of  the  Society.  The  accused 
has  pleaded  guilty. 

Mr.  Morison  :  It  is  just  to  [meet  the  observations  of  my 
friend.  But  I  will  come  to  the  "  ant-killer."  What  I  have 
to  say  is  that  there  was  sufficient  arsenic  in  this  bottle  to 
I  kill  about  one  hundred  people. 
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Mr.  Borland  :  I  entirely  dispute  that. 

The  Sheriff  :  We  have  no  evidence  of  that  either. 

Mr.  Borland  :  My  information  is  that  it  takes  a  month  to 
kill  ants.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Morison  said  the  "  ant-destroyer "  was  spread  upon 
trees,  bushes,  and  shrubs  which  were  infested  by  ants,  and 
in  this  case  the  bottle  was  sold  without  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act  being  observed.  A  chemist  could  not 
sell  white  arsenic  in  that  form  without  contravening  the 
terms  of  the  Arsenic  Act  of  1851. 

Mr.  Borland :  We  are  not  prosecuted  under  the  Arsenic 
Act. 

Mr.  Morison :  I  merely  point  out  that  no  chemist  would 
sell  such  an  article  as  that.  Including  the  bottle,  the  whole 
cost  of  it  was  2d  ,  and  it  is  sold  at  2s.  6d. 

Mr.  Borland  :  I  object  to  such  a  statement  as  that  being 
made,  and  I  appeal  to  your  Lordship.  I  qaite  understand 
'the  object  my  friend  has  in  view.  It  is  being  published  in 
the  newspapers,  and  may  hurt  my  client's  business.  I  dis- 
pute the  accuracy  of  what  is  being  said. 

The  Sheriff :  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  cost. 

Mr.  Morison :  I  think  it  is  most  important  that  the 
■real  cost  of  the  article  should  be  stated. 

Mr.  Borland :  Do  you  insinuate  that  the  accused  pockets 
the  profits  ? 

Mr.  Morison  :  I  do  not. 

The  Sheriff :  What  has  the  profit  and  manner  of  sale  got 
to  do  with  it  ? 

Mr.  Morison :  A  great  deal/as  showing  how  this  kind  of 
business  is  being  carried  on. 

The  Sheriff :  He  is  the  mere  salesman.  He  hands  over  the 
counter  a  bottle  marked  2s.  6d.  What  has  he  got  to  do 
with  the  profit  accruing  from  it  ? 

Mr.  Morison  :  We  can  only  prosecute  the  assistant.  The 
■facts  of  the  case  showed  that  the  accused  had  committed 
an  offence,  which  might  have  resulted  in  most  serious 
consequences,  without  any  check  of  any  kind  being  put 
<upon  the  sale.  The  fact  that  this  arsenic  was  spread  over 
bushes,  possibly  at  a  farm  near  the  town,  and  that  a  child 
passing  could  get  as  much  on  its  Augers  as  could  poison  it, 
shows  that  the  sale  of  this  article  should  be  stopped 
altogether,  and,  therefore,  he  asked  that  the  full  penalty  of 
51.  be  imposed. 

Mr.  Borland,  in  his  reply,  dealt  with  the  argument  that 
these  prosecutions  were  taken  in  the  interest  of  the  public, 
and  asked  his  Lordship's  attention  to  the  view  that 
the  chemists  themselves  took  of  those  prosecutions  In  the 
Pharynaceutical  Journal  of  December  7  there  wa3  a  letter 
signed  "  A  Qualified  Chemist,"  in  which  it  said  poisons  were 
being  sold  by  unqualified  men,  and  patent  medicines  also 
which  contained  poisons.  The  letter  said,  "It  is  a  great 
hardship  to  the  chemist,  and  if  only  the  Society  had  the 
interest  of  the  trade  at  heart,  as  they  profess  to  have,  they 
will  summon  these  law-breakers  before,  the  magistrates, 
which  is  the  only  way  to  stop  it."  It  was  the  old  story  over 
again  of  "  our  craft  being  in  danger."  The  accused  was 
being  prosecuted  for  infringing  a  monopoly  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical chemist. 

Mr.  Morison  :  I  have  pointed  out  that  chemists  could  not 
sell  that  article. 

The  Sheriff,  in  giving  his  judgment,  said :  The  accused  is 
here  charged  under  section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868 
with  selling  by  retail  a  poison  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act — to  wit,  a  quantity  of  arsenic  forming  an  ingredient  in 
a  substance  called  "  Ballikinrain  ant- destroyer."  It  is  not 
disputed  that  the  accused  is  merely  an  employe,  and  I  am 
not  here  to  suggest,  so  far  as  motive  or  deliberate  intention 
is  concerned,  that  anything  is  imputed  to  hira  personally 
The  position  rather  seems  to  be  that,  as  one  of  the  employes 
who  retail  this  commodity,  he  handed  across  the  counter  a 
bottle  of  this  stuff  and  received  in  exchange  the  price  of  it 
Now  I  do  not  think — however  interesting  a  discussion  may  be 
as  to  whether  this  prosecution  is  in  the  trade  interest  of  the 
pharmaceutical  chemist  or  in  the  larger  interest  of  the 
general  public  —it  at  all  affects  the  question  here,  or  that  it 
is  necessary  for  me  to  offer  any  opinion  upon  it.  Toe  simple 
question  is,  Has  this  accused  done,  or  failed  to  do,  some- 
thing which  brings  him  within  the  scope  of  the  Pharmasy 
Act  of  18B8?  He  has  admitted  that  he  sold  this  bottle, 
which  bears  on  the  face  of  it  in  large  letters  the  word 
"  Poison,"  and  on  the  top  of  it,  also  in  conspicuous  letters, 


the  word  "  Poison."  There  are  also  in  italics  this  direction : 
"  It  is  a  poisonous  compound.  Keep  it  out  of  the  reach  of 
dogs ;  cork  the  bottle,  and  lock  up  when  not  in  use."  So 
far  as  the  people  who  buy  this  commodity  are  concerned, 
there  can  be  hardly  any  doubt  that  they  are  well  warned. 
In  regard  to  accused's  failure  to  observe  the  stipulations 
respecting  the  poisons  contained  in  the  statute,  I  am  in- 
clined to  take  the  view  that  in  this  case  the  accused  is  a 
victim  of  l:  the  letter  that  killeth."  I  do  not  think  he  had 
any  idea  whatever  of  committing  any  offence  against  the 
Act,  and  as  this  appears  to  be  a  new  development  of  the 
application  of  the  Act  to  the  sale  of  poisons,  as  the  accused 
is  merely  a  servant,  and  as  the  object  of  the  prosecution  will 
probably  be  served  by  the  publicity  it  will  receive,  I  think 
the  justice  of  the  case  will  be  met  by  dismissing  the  accused 
with  an  admonition. 
Mr.  Morison  moved  for  expenses. 

The  Sheriff  said  he  did  not  think  in  the  circumstances 
any  expenses  should  be  allowed.  Whatever  other  people 
might  think,  he  did  not  sympathise  with  these  prosecutions 
against  employes. 


THE  YORKSHIRE-RELISH  CASE. 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  Friday  last  the  case  of  Powell 
v.  the  Birmingham  Vinegar  Brewery  Company  was  down 
for  hearing  before  Lords  Justices  Lindley,  A.  L.  Smith,  and 
Rigby,  on  appeal  against  a  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Stirling. 
The  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff,  who  was  the  sole 
representative  of  Messrs.  Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.,  dry- 
salters  and  wholesale  druggists,  to  restrain  the  defendants 
from  passing  off,  or  enabling  others  to  pass  off,  sauce  not  of 
the  plaintiff's  manufacture  by  the  use  of  the  term  "  York- 
shire Relish,"  or  in  any  other  way.  His  Lordship  granted  an 
injunction,  and  from  this  decision  the  defendants  now 
appealed.  Mr.  Moulton,  Q.C.,  now  asked  that  the  appeal 
might  be  allowed  to  stand  over  until  the  next  sittings.  The 
application  was  not  opposed,  and  their  Lordships  granted  it 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Bismuth  Lozenges. 

At  Ingleton  (Yorks)  Police  Court,  on  December  10,  J.  T. 
Bayliff,  chemist.  Ingleton.  was  summoned  for  selling, 
through  the  manager  (A..  Wilkinson),  4  oz.  of  bismuth 
lozenges  which  were  not  of  the  nature  demanded.  The 
analyst's  certificate  showed  that  each  lozenge  contained 
only  12  gr.  of  bismuth  in  a  total  weight  of  25  4  gr. ;  it 
should  have  contained  2gr.  in  a  total  weight  of  27  gr. 

Mr.  G.  S.  Tatham  defended,  and  drew  attention  to  the 
slightness  of  the  inaccuracy.  It  was  quite  possible  that  the 
substance  had  evaporated  in  the  manufacture.  His  client 
had  obtained  them  from  the  largest  and  best  manufacturers 
in  England,  who  guaranteed  their  products.  There  was  no 
attempt  to  defraud,  and  Mr.  Bayliff  could  not  be  held  to  be 
at  fault.  He  submitted  that  it  was  not  a  case  for  punish- 
ment, and  might  properly  be  dismissed  with  a  caution. 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  not  intended  to  defraud,  but 
they  must  impose  a  penalty  of  Is.  and  costs. 


Tinctures  op  Excessive  Strength. 
At  the  Birmingham  Police  Court,  on  December  13,  four 
persons  keepicg  drug-shops  were  summoned  under  the  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  on  charges  of  selling  tinctures  not  of 
the  nature  demanded.  Only  one  of  the  defendants  appears 
on  the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists,  one  is  a  surgeon, 
and  the  others  are  entirely  unqualified.  John  Atkins,  78 
Stafford  Street,  Birmingham  (chemist  and  druggist,  Mod. 
exam.),  was  the  first  defendant.  In  this  case  Mr.  H. 
Jones,  inspector,  said  that,  after  supplying  him  with  some- 
thing which  purported  to  be  tincture  of  aloes,  defendant 
(who  was  aware  of  witness's  office)  said  he  had  made  a 
mistake,  and  given  him  the  compound  instead  of  the  simple 
tincture.  In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Ashf ord .  who  appeared 
for  the  defence,  witness  said  defendant  told  him  the  com- 
pound tincture  cost  as  much  again  as  the  simple  tincture. 
Dr.  Hill  (medical  officer  of  health  and  public  analyst) "said 
he  had  analysed  the  sample,  and  it  differed  from  standard 
samples  in  that  it  had  40  per  cent,  more  ingredients  in 
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solution  than  the  Pharmacopoeia  ordered,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  spirit  was  much  stronger  than  it  Ehould  have  been. 
In  reply  to  the  Bench,  Dr.  Hill  said  the  effect  of  taking  the 
tincture  would  be  simply  that  of  an  overdose  of  adrc^.'  \ 
might  be  dangerous  or  it  might  not.  The  principle  v.  as  ore 
of  very  great  importance,  as  if  the  same  thing  occurred  in 
connection  with  some  drugs  it  might  be  attended  with  fatal 
results.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Hiley  (for  the  prosecution),  witness 
said  he  only  knew  of  one  tincture  of  aloes,  and  that  was 
necessarily  a  compound.  Defendant  went  into  the  box  and 
stated  that  the  tincture  he  supplied  was  practically  in 
accordance  with  the  London  Pharmacopoeia  of  1851,  and  was 
official  up  to  the  time  of  the  formula  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia. At  this  stage  it  transpired  that  the  inspector  had 
entered  the  article  supplied  to  him  as  "  compound  tincture  " 
before  leaving  defendant's  shop,  and  Mr.  Fisher  (magistrate) 
said  the  charge  had  completely  broken  down.  Mr.  Hiley 
said  he  was  unaware  of  the  entry  in  question,  and  would  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  the  case.    The  Bench  assented. 

James  and  Henry  Majou,  trading  at  217  Great  Lister 
Street,  Birmingham  (unqualified),  were  charged  with  selling 
tincture  of  iodine  which,  according  to  Dr.  Hill,  contained 
150  per  cent,  of  iodine  and  £0  per  cent,  of  iodide  of 
potassium  in  excess  of  the  quantities  ordered  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  it  also  contained  10  per  cent,  of  foreign 
matter — viz.,  glycerine.  The  defence  was  that  the  iodine 
sold  was  liniment  for  outward  application ;  but  Dr.  Hill 
said  it  was  only  half  the  strength  the  liniment  should  be. 
The  bottle  in  which  the  iodine  was  supplied  was  produced, 
and  was  found  to  be  labelled  "Poison."  The  defendant 
Henry  Mayou  went  into  the  box,  and,  in  cross-examination 
by  Mr.  Hiley,  said  he  was  not  a  qualified  chemist.  He  was 
convicted  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  1892.  He  did 
no  dispensing  at  his  shop.  A  fine  of  11.  and  costs  was 
imposed. 

The  case  of  Aquila  Baldwin,  who  carries  on  business  as  a 
chemist  and  surgeon  in  Great  Lister  Street,  was  next  heard. 
His  assistant  sold  to  the  inspector  what  purported  to  be 
tincture  of  aloes.  Dr.  Hill  deposed  that  the  sample  contained 
40  per  cent,  of  solid  ingredients,  and  50  per  cent,  of  spirit,  in 
excess  of  the  formula.  Defendant  said  the  drug  in  question 
was  sold  as  "Aloes  co,"  and  was  prepared  in  accordance  with 
the  London  Pharmacopoeia.  Dr.  Hill  said  the  preparation  in 
question  was  not  officially  recognised  either  in  pharmacy  or 
medicine.  Defendant  was  sworn,  and  said  "  Aloes  co." 
was  a  more  efficacious  and  a  more  expensive  drug  than 
tincture  of  aloes.  The  defendant's  assistant  swore  that  he 
understood  the  inspector  to  ask  for  "  Aloes  co."  Mr.  Hiley 
said  defendant  had  been  previously  fined  under  the  Act.^  A 
penalty  of  11.  and  costs  was  now  imposed.  Betas? Slip* 

Edwin  Morgan,  318  Nechells  Road  (unqualified),  was 
charged  with  having  supplied  what  purported  to  be  tincture 
of  iodine  which  was  90  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  proper 
strength.  The  case  was  not  contested,  and  defendant  was 
fined  11.  and  costs. 


Wheat-stabch  in  Mustard. 
Mb.  Abthub  Heney  Reckless,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Ashbourn,  was  summoned  at  the  Police  Court  on  Decem- 
ber 12  for  selling  mustard  which  was  certified  by  the  public 
analyst  to  contain  at  least  5  per  cent,  of  wheat- starch.  The 
Bench  allowed  the  case  to  be  withdrawn  on  payment  of 
18s.  6d.  costs. 


A  CHEMIST'S  AS3I3TANT,  THOUGH  PAID  WEEKLY, 
CAN  CLAIM  A  MONTH'S  NOTICE. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  County  Court,  on  December  12,  before 
bis  Honour  Judge  Meadows  White,  Q  O,  Oscar  Silz,  chemist's 
assistant,  of  Ormonde  Street,  sued  Dr.  Whitehouse,  medical 
practitioner,  of  63  Harford  Street,  Mile  End  Road,  for  6Z., 
wages  in  lieu  of  notice. 

Plaintiff  said  he  was  formerly  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Arthur 
Oldcorn,  who,  however,  in  October  sold  his  practice  to 
the  defendant.  Defendant  pressed  him  to  stop  with  him, 
and  witness  agreed  to  stay  until  December  15.  His  wages 
were  30s.  a  week,  and  nothing  was  said  on  either  side 
about  notice.  On  November  11  defendant  came  up  to  him 
and  said,  "  I  have  engaged  a  qualified  assistant,  and  you 
are  free  from  tc-night."    Witness  replied  ^that  he  would 


require  a  month's  money  in  lieu  of  notice,  and  then  deferd- 
ant  offered  him  an  extra  30s.,  which  he  refused. 

Defendant  said  when  he  took  over  the  practice  frcm  Mr. 
Oldcorn  fce  agreed  to  keep  the  plaintiff  on  from  week  tc» 
week,  and  paid  him  accordingly.  8£     -  , 

Thomas  Ellwood,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
of  75  Cavendish  Road,  Hairingay,  deposed  that  it  was  the 
custom  to  give  a  month's  notice  or  a  month's  wages  to 
chemists'  assistants.  j^m ; 

His  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount, 
claimed,  with  costs. 


At  the  Brompton  County  Court  on  December  5,  the  case  of 
Bilton  v.  Cammack  was  heard.  The  plaintiff,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Bilton,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  engaged  by  the  defendant, 
Mr.  J.  F.  J.  Cammack,  to  manage  his  branch  pharmacy  in 
Wandsworth  Bridge  Road,  at  a  salary  of  21.  per  week  and1 
commission.  After  a  time  Mr.  Cammack  desired  to  part 
with  the  plaintiff  on  the  ground  that  the  branch  was  not 
paying,  and  he  offered  21.  10s.  in  lieu  of  a  week's  notice. 
Plaintiff  accepted  the  21.  10s.  as  part  payment  of  a  month's 
salary,  which  he  maintained  it  was  the  custom  of  the  trade  to 
give.  Defendant  declined  to  pay  for  more  than  a  week; 
hence  this  action.  Evidence  was  given  by  the  plaintiff  and. 
by  Mr.  Thacker,  a  chemist,  as  to  a  month's  notice  or  salary- 
being  usual  in  terminating  ergagements.  Defendant  stated 
that  he  had  always  been  accustomed  to  give  only  a  week's 
notice,  and  at  this  stage  his  counsel  asked  for  an  adjourn- 
ment in  order  that  evidence  might  be  called  to  prove  the 
custom  of  the  trade.  The  case  was  accordingly  adjourned! 
until  December  19,  but  we  are  informed  that  before  the  hear- 
ing defendant  paid  into  Court  the  amount  claimed. 


SEQUEL  TO  THE  BIRMINGHAM  PHENACETIN 
CASE. 

At  the  Birmingham  Nisi  Prius  Court  on  Wednesday,  before 
Mr.  Justice  Day,  Elizabeth  Harrcp,  of  2  Beaufort  Road,. 
Birmingham,  sought  to  recover  damages  against  Messrs. 
Wyleys  (Limited),  manufacturing  chemists,  Coventry  and 
Birmingham,  and  James  Brown,  chemist,  Hockley  Hill,  for 
negligently  poisoning  her  husband.  Mr.  Darling,  Q.C.,  M.P., 
and  Mr.  C.  F.  Vachell  (instructed  by  Messrs.  Bradley  &  Co.), 
appeared  for  the  plaintiff;  Mr.  Jelf,  Q O,  Mr.  A.  Young,  and 
Mr.  H.  Young  (instructed  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Pinsent  &  Co.), 
for  Wyleys ;  and  Mr.  Parfitt  and  Mr.  McCardie  (instructed 
by  Messrs.  Glaisyer  &  Forter)  for  Brown. 

Before  the  opening  of  the  case  his  Lordship  inquired 
whether  Mr.  Darling  intended  to  take  the  two  actions 
together,  and  some  discussion  arose  as  to  whether  the  case 
against  Wyleys  or  that  against  Brown  should  be  taken  first. 
Mr.  Darling  said  he  regarded  Wyleys  as  primarily  respon- 
sible. 

His  Lordship:  I  should  have  said  the  retailer  was 
primarily  responsible,  and  what  I  should  propose  is  that  yon 
should  first  try  the  action  against  the  retailer,  a  nd  then  yon 
can  go  on  against  anyone  else  you  like. 

Mr.  Darling,  however,  decided  to  take  the  two  together, 
and  in  opening  his  case  he  said  that  the  action  was  perhaps 
one  of  the  most  serious  that  had  been  brought  in  Birming- 
ham since  assizes  had  been  held  there.  Mr.  Harrop,  the 
husband  of  the  plaintiff,  was  vice-president  of  an  American 
company  and  had  been  in  Birmingham  for  some  years.  He- 
had  a  regular  salary  of  250/.  a  year  and  commission  of  about 
250Z.  He  was  54  years  of  age  and  in  very  good  health, 
but  suffered  occasionally  from  headache,  for  which  he  had,, 
on  the  advice  of  Dr.  Nelson,  taken  10  gr.  of  phenacetin. 
Mr.  Harrop  was  at  his  business  on  June  24  last  during  the 
morning.  He  went  home  to  lunch,  and  as  he  then  had  a> 
headache  he  went  to  his  room  and  took  10  gr.  of  phenacetin 
from  a  bottle  which  he  kept  there.  While  returning  to  his 
business,  as  he  continued  to  suffer  from  headache,  he  told  his 
coachman  to  stop  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Brown,  in  Hockley 
Hill,  and  inquired  for  another  10  gr.  of  phenacetin. 
When  he  got  it  and  swallowed  it  he  remarked  that  it  was 
bitter,  and  Mr.  Brown  tasted  it  and  said  it  was  salicin.  He- 
would  not  take  payment  for  it.  Mr.  Harrop  returned  to  his- 
office,  where  he  became  ill.  It  was  obvious  to  the  doctors- 
called  in  that  he  was  suffering  from  strychnine  poisoning, 
and  he  died  on  the  way,  to  the  hospital.    A  post-mortem 
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examination  was  made,  and  the  stomach  and  kidneys  were 
found  to  contain  strychnine.  The  question  which  would 
have  to  be  considered  was  how  in  place  of  a  harmless  drag 
he  got  strychnine. 

Mr.  Justice  Day :  It  is  not  denied  that  death  was  caused 
by  strychnine  ? 

Mr.  Jelf :  Not  in  the  least. 

Mr.  Darling,  continuing,  said  that  in  December,  1894, 
Brown  ordered,  amongst  other  goods,  4  oz.  of  phenacetin 
and  1  oz.  of  strychnine  from  Wyleys,  and  he  received  a 
bottle  labelled  strychnine,  containing,  apparently,  1  oz.,  and 
(another  labelled  phenacetin,  containing,  apparently,  4  oz. 
•He  wanted  the  strychnine  to  make  rat- poison,  and  he  began 
to  use  it  for  that  purpose.  Subsequently  ha  received  com- 
plaints that  the  poison  was  not  efficacious,  and  that  the  rats 
were  none  the  worse.  The  other  bottle  he  did  not  imme- 
diately open.  It  was  placed  in  the  cellar,  and  remained 
there  until  June  18  last.  On  June  20  he  received  an 
order  from  a  Miss  Banfield  for  phenacetin-powders,  and 
he  made  up  six  cachets  of  them  and  delivered  them.  As 
■he  expected  another  order  from  the  same  source,  he  made  up 
six  more  and  placed  them  on  one  side.  When  he  found  that 
Harrop  had  been  poisoned,  it,  of  course,  immediately 
occurred  to  him  that  the  drug  which  had  proved  fatal  in 
•his  case  was  the  same  as  the  one  which  he  had  supplied 
to  Miss  Banfield.  He  then  sent  his  daughter  to  get  the 
■cachets  back.  She  obtained  four  which  had  not  been 
touched,  and  also  learned  that  Miss  Banfield  had  died 
•within  an  hour  of  taking  one  of  the  other  two,  the  second 
having  been  opened  by  her  medical  man.  He  never 
suspected  poisoning,  because  she  had  been  suffering  from 
cancer  for  some  time,  and  he  attributed  death  to  this  cause. 
The  four  capsules  had  been  examined,  and  found  to  contain 
precisely  the  same  mixture  of  strychnine  as  that  which  was 
in  the  bottle  labelled  phenacein.  The  other  six  capsules 
were  found  to  be  the  same.  The  lcz  bottle  which  was 
labelled  strychnine  was  pure  phenacetin.  The  other  bottle 
^contained  29'7  per  cent,  of  strychnine,  so  that  Mr.  Harrop  in 
the  10  gr.  bad  taken  between  three  and  four  times  the 
amount  of  strychnine  necessary  to  cause  death.  They  would 
be  anxious  to  know  how  the  fatal  mixture  got  into  the 
phenacetin-bottle.  Mr.  Brown  told  the  Coroner  that  he 
received  those  bottles  labelle i  just  a?  they  were,  and  he  used 
them  without  having  tested  the  contents.  Mr.  Brown,  how- 
ever, said  he  was  not  negligent  or  responsible,  because  he 
only  gave  out  of  the  bottle  that  which  Wyleys  certified  was 
in  it.  Someone  had  made  a  mistake.  Messrs.  Wyleys  were 
manufacturing  chemists,  and  what  he  suggested  was  that 
they  were  liable,  because  they  sent  into  the  market,  unlawfully 
described,  a  deadly  poison.  As  to  Mr.  Brown,  he  imagined 
there  could  be  no  conceivable  doubt  that  he  was  also  liable, 
because,  having  been  asked  for  phenacetin,  be  supplied  pDison 
in  its  place.  His  suggestion  was  that  the  bottles  were  wrongly 
labelled  at  Wyleys,  and  the  fact  that  Brown  had  a  remedy 
against  that  firm  was  a  matter  which  could  be  easily  settled 
by  them. 

Superintendent  Beard,  of  the  City  police  force,  was  called 
•to  produce  the  bottle  labelled  phenacetin,  and  bearing  also 
the  name  Wyley  &  Co. 

Elizabeth  Harrop,  the  plaintiff,  said  that  since  her  husband's 
death  she  had  been  reduced  from  a  comfortabte  position  to 
the  necessity  of  letting  apartments. 

James  Brown,  one  of  the  defendants  in  the  action,  said  he 
had  been  in  business  twenty-one  years,  and  had  dealt  with 
Messrs.  Wyleys  for  some  time.  He  remembered  giving  the 
powder  to  the  deceased  from  the  bottle  which  he  received 
from  Wyleys,  labelled  "  Phenacetin."  At  the  same  time  as  he 
received  that  bottle  he  received  another,  labelled  "  Strych- 
nine." He  corroborated  as  to  the  use  for  which  he  obtained 
the  poison  and  the  complaints  received  subsequently.  It 
was  June  before  he  had  occasion  to  use  the  phenacetin-bottle, 
and  he  then  made  up  the  six  cachets  for  Miss  Banfield. 
Harrop  called  on  June  2A,  and  on  taking  the  powder 
made  the  remarks  to  which  counsel  had  referred  about 
its  taste.  When  he  heard  that  deceased  was  ill  he  sent 
Dr.  Pogson  to  him,  and  subsequently  he  obtained  the 
remaining  four  cachets  which  had  been  supplied  to  Miss 
Banfield,  who  he  learnt  had  died  about  an  hour  after 
taking  one  of  them. 

In  cross-examinaiion  by  Mr.  Jelf,  he  admitted  that  he  had 
had  the  boltle  since  the  previous  December,  and  had  not 


tested  it.  He  did  not  think  it  necestary  to  give  an  emetic  to 
Mr.  Harrop.  It  was  not  his  business  to  do  so  unless  he 
considered  that  what  he  had  given  him  was  poison.  They 
bad  fifty  similar  powders  which  were  not  poisonous.  He 
would  certainly  have  given  an  emetic  if:  he  had  suspected 
strychnine.  The  drugs  which  he  had  purchased  during  the 
last  four  or  five  years  had  been  obtained  from  Wyley's  or 
Southall's. 

Mr.  Jelf :  My  case  is  to  show  that  no  such  mixture  as  that 
contained  in  the  bottle  could  have  left  Wyleys'  works. 

Mr.  Justice  Day :  You  will  not  get  that  out  of  his  lips. 

Mr.  Jelf :  I  have  to  suggest  to  this  gentleman  that  mis- 
takes have  occurred  at  his  place,  and  for  that  purpose  I  want 
to  know  what  he  had  and  where  he  got  it  from.  To  witness  : 
How  much  phenacetin  had  you  when  you  ordered  this  4  oz. 
from  Wyleys? — Very  little. 

The  witness  was  still  under  cross-ex  imination  when  the 
Court  adjourned. 


When  the  case  was  resumed  at  Birmingham  on  Thursday 
the  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Brown  was  continued.  Witness 
stated  that  he  knsw  that  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  he  should  have  a  guarantee  from  persons  who  supplied 
drugs.  He  received  no  such  guarantee  from  Wyle*  s,  because 
they  represented  that  all  goods  were  in  accordance  with 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia .  At  the  inquest,  the  jury  freed 
him  from  all  blame  in  the  matter. 

Catherine  Brown,  daughter  of  the  previous  witness,  was 
next  examined.  She  said  she  assisted  her  father  in  busi- 
ness. Her  father  opened  the  bottle,  presumably  of  phenace- 
tin, purchased  from  Wyleys  on  June  18,  in  her  presence,  and 
the  label  was  intact. 

Evidence  was  next  given  by  a  niece  of  Miss  Banfield, 
whose  death  was  referred  to  at  Wednesday's  hearing,  and 
the  doctor  who  attended  her  said  the  symptoms  were  similar 
to  those  in  Mr.  Harrop's  case. 

Evidence  was  also  given  by  Dr.  Hill,  county  analyst,  who 
said  the  drug  submitted  to  him  labelled  "  Phenacetin"  con- 
tained 29  7  per  cent,  strychnine  and  the  rest  phenacetin. 
The  bottle  labelled  "Strychnine,"  bearing  Wyleys'  name, 
contained  phenacetin  and  no  evidence  of  the  presence  of 
strychnine.  ~~~^Z  ^t^g^fliwiMjj 

Before  beginning  the  case  for  the  defence,  Mr.  Jelf  con- 
sulted with  his  clients;  and  Mr.  DarliDg  announced,  after  a 
few  minutes'  interval,  that  a  settlement  had  been  arrived 
at,  Messrs.  Wyleys  agreeing  to  pay  to  the  plaintiffs' 
solicitor  2,800/.,  and  the  taxed  costs  of  the  action;  Mr. 
Brown  to  pay  his  own  costs,  and  bring  an  action  against 
Messrs.  Wyleys  in  respect  of  Mr.  Harrop's  death.  Mr.  Jelf 
said  that  Messrs.  Wyleys  had  taken  on  themselves  these 
onerous  terms  because  they  were  satisfied  they  would  be 
doing  the  wisest  and  most  generous  thing.  From  some  un- 
explained cause,  which  they  were  not  able  to  fathom,  a 
terrible  event  had  happened.  He  considered  Mr.  Brown  had 
given  his  evidence  honestly  and  truthfully. 


An  Indian  Coldbemkdy. — "A  Parsee  Well- wisher's" 
kindly  feelings  for  the  Westminster  Gazette  have  found  vent 
in  a  gift  of  peppermint  lozenges  and  cinnamon,  which  have, 
no  doubt,  been  welcome  to  the  staff  of  that  journal  during 
the  recent  "great  frost"  period.  The  Parsee's  offering  was 
accompanied  by  the  following  letter  of  directions  : — 

Dear  Me.  

Gentleman, 

I  shall  be  further  obliged  by  your  kind  acceptance. 
The  popermint  lozenges  and  sinaman. 

1  beg  to  inform  you  that  from  time  to  time,  I  have  used  from  2  to  6  in  a 
day  and  fully  satisfied.  It  cures  pain  in  the  head,  cold  and  swell  of  throats, 
and  remove  and  kill  the  pains  of  rumitisiom  and  indigestion  in  stomack 
and  cold  fever  or  any  other. 

The  sinamon  or  (tuj)  we  used,  and  make  mulwine  as  follows :— 2  piece 
each  of  a  inch  from  which  we  break  8  or  10  small  pieces,  and  boil  well  in 
2  full  wineglasses  of  hort  water,  with  a  tablespoon  sugar,  half  glass  brandy, 
or  wine  full  glass  of  port  or  sherry  wine,  and  mulgamet  and  drink  moderate. 
Port  is  good  for  all  kind  of  cold,  pain,  and  fever,  is  testable  punch,  tonicic 
and  good  straithfull  testable  remedy.  Only  therefore  am  glad  to  recommend 
my  good  kind  friends  to  use  them  and  keep  always,  as  very  usefull  for 
health,  short  and  sweet. 

Yours  siucerly  and  hemble  servant, 

Pesxeiuee  F.  Byrtoxjee  [Gee-Gee-Gee], 
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INFRINGEMENT     OF     TRADE  MARK, 


82  Park  End,  Bromley,  Kent, 
Dear  Sirs,  26th  November,  1805. 

I  beg  to  express  regret  that  i  have  inadvertently  sold 
a  Disinfectant  Preparation  under  the  name  of  "Sanatee,"  and, 
in  consideration  of  your  not  instituting  proceedings  against  me, 
1  hereby  undertake  to  make  no  further  use  of  that  word,  which, 
now  that  you  have  called  my  attention  to  the  matter,  1  admit  is 
an  infringement  of  your  rights. 

I  also  agree  to  hand  over  to  you  for  destruction  all  printed 
matter  of  which  that  word  forms  a  part. 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  E.  MONKHOUSE. 

To  the  "Sanitas"  Company  (Limited), 
Bethnal  Green,  London,  E. 


Contains  no  PERMANGANATE  of  POTASH. 

[ELEVEN  INJUNCTIONS! 

With  damages  and  costs  have  been  obtained  against  Chemists 
selling  a  solution  of  Permanganate  of  Potash  in  execution 

of  orders  for  "  Condi's  Fluid." 
CONDY  &  MITCHELL,  Ltd.,  67  Turnmill  St.,  London,  England. 


jMULSION 


The  Cream  of 


FABBINGDON  ROAD,  LOIvDON,  E.C. 

THE    BEST  THAT  CAST   BE  PRODUCED. 

l?r/R23 

sm&MFB  LINSEED 

1.18/- 

c  wt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  * 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

(For  Tea) 

17/- 

23/- 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  4 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

PUEE 

STARCH  POWDER 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  i 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

PTJBE 

FILER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colourl 

16/- 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  % 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond 

POKE 

FILLER'S  EARTH 

(Fine) 

14/- 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  tj> 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

4i  CABBIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of 
London  (op  allowance  mads  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weigB  t 
of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles. 

S.  MUMFORD, 

FARRINGDON  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C 


THE    BEST    THAT    CAN    BE  PRODUCED 


\    No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure    1  J^f- 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK,  j  27/ 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,>J< 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

PURE 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK. 

23/- 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  7, 14,  >J< 
28,  &  56  lbs.  fiee  on  rail  Lond. 

PURE 
"WHITE  EARTH." 
Specially  prepared  and 
pun  tied  for  Toil  e  purposes. 

19/- 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  if 
28,  &  56  !bs.  tree  on  rail  Lonci. 

PURE 

LIQUORICE  JUICE. 

1/-H, 

Carriage  paid  when  included  >£< 
in  orders  of  112  lbs.  &  upwards 

<i<  OAEETAGE  PAID  to  Ka'lwny  Statitns  within  200  miles  of | 

'  Loudon  (an  allowance  made  for  distances  neyurjd)  on  total  weight  of 
112  los  anrl  upward*.   II' 

^6li^s^ydr^\t™free  oil. 

A  New  Method  of  Manufacturing  Cod^liver  Oil. 

The  Primitive  Process  dates  back  to  the  Palaeolithic  age  of  Northern. 
Europe,  and  its  Modus  operandi  was  to  keep  the  livers  till  they  became- 
putrid  and  the  oil,  &c,  exuded  from  them. 

The  Steam  Process,  which  we  introduced  in  1853,  revolutionised  the. 
manufacture,  and  its  product— the  colourless  oil— has  since  occupied  the 
place  of  the  old  brown  oils. 

The  New  Process  now  being  introduced  is  the  second  important  ad- 
vance  in  the  system  of  manufacture,  and  its  product— the  hydroxyl-free- 
oil— is  as  essentially  different  from  steam-prepared  oil  as  that  was  from 
the  brown  oil.  ^  

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to— 

PETER  MOLLER, 

LONDON    OFFICES—  43  SNOW    HILL,  E.C. 

"  I  have  used  VIBRONA 

with   much  benefit  in  the 

case  of  a  patient  suffering: 

from  great  debility.  — 

 M.D.,  M.B. 

"An  Excellent  Wine."— Ttie  Lancet. 

Sole  Proprietors* 

Fletcher. Fletcher  &  G?  HoMoway.  London 


vvi  in 

Hypophospliites  of  Lime  &  Soda,     Bbitonal  Comments* 


Has  been  accepted  and  prescribed  by  physicians  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  for  the  past  twenty 
years,  and  considered  by  them  tires  preparation  of 

COD  LIVER  OIL  PAR  EXCELLENCE. 

.SCOTT  &  BOWNE,  Ltd., 

47  Farringdon  Street,  E.C. 


SCOTLAND    AND    THE  PHARMACY 
ACT. 

We  do  not  understand  the  attitude  which  Scotch  judges  anci 
Scotch  critics  take  in  legard  to  the  Pharmacy  Act.  We  report 
this  we ek  another  Scotch  sheriff  who  does  not  sympathise  with 
the  action  taken  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  against  the 
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unqualified  vendor  of  a  stuff  like  honey  intended  to  be  spread 
on  bushes  and  leaves  for  the  destruction  of  ants,  and 
which  is  found  to  be  a  strong  preparation  of  arsenic.  Sheriff 
Fyfe  would  do  better  to  leave  his  sympathies  behind  him 
when  he  takes  his  seat  in  court.  His  business  there  is  to 
administer  the  law,  which  has  been  made  by  persons  possibly 
wiser,  possibly  foolisher,  than  himself.  What  right  he  had 
to  "admonish"  a  man  who  was,  in  his  opinion,  unjustly 
prosecuted  we  are  unable  to  see.  Comments  in  the  Scotch 
papers  on  this  case  are  of  the  same  character  as  those 
made  in  the  Home  and  Tnrnbnll  cases  a  few  weeks  ago. 
They  are  not  worth  replying  to,  except  in  so  far  as  they 
may  be  supposed  to  repreEent  Scotch  opinion.  The  Glasgow 
Citizen  discusses  the  case  seriously,  pointing  out  that 

had  the  insect-destroyer  been  sold  by  a  duly  qualified 
chemist  there  could  have  been  no  prosecution,  and  the  lives 
of  a  hundred  persons  would  have  been  legally  imperilled ; 
but  as  the  vendor  was  not  a  member  of  the  close  corporation 
of  chemists  he  was  guilty  of  an  offence,  and  liable  to  heavy 
fine 

— an  argument  which  must  of  course  be  applied  to  every 
poison,  and  which  logically  suggests  the  repeal  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act.  The  Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch  puts  its  funny 
man  on  to  the  case,  and  his  jokes  are  worthy  to  go  alongside 
of  those  with  which  the  defendant's  advocate  enlivened  the 
Court.  It  is  a  fact,  though  it  may  be  difficult  of  belief, 
that  a  laugh  was  occasioned  by  Mr.  Borland  when  he  stated 
that  the  stuff  sold  was  an  "  ant " — not  an  "  aunt " — exter- 
minator.   His  fellow-wit  on  the  Dispatch  writes  thus : — 

Mr.  T.  B.  Morison,  advocate,  legal  adviser  to  the  great 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  ought  really  to 
take  pity  on  the  nerves  of  the  poor  British  public.  It  is  not 
fair  to  keep  it  in  a  perpetual  strain  of  admiration  by  the 
surpassing  wonder  of  his  exploits.  He  should  intercalate  a 
few  bits  of  by-play  and  gag,  just  to  prepare  his  audience  for 
the  next  amazing  and  unexampled  astonishment.  Mr.  Mori- 
son  should  learn  the  art  of  repose.  After  he  has  shown 
what  awful  results  follow  when  the  great  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  has  s  wallowed  a  grocer's  assistant, 
he  should  wait  a  little  before  he  exhibits  his  familiar  ogre  in 
the  act  of  worrying  a  seed -merchant's  apprentice, 

and  more  humour  of  this  character.  The  only  reply  to  these 
comments  is  that  if  the  Bench  and  the  leader-writers  trnly 
represent  Scotch  opinion,  if  Scotch  people  seriously  wish  to 
be  unprotected  against  the  reckless  and  ignorant  sale  of 
poisons,  they  have  a  very  easy  way  out  of  their  present 
bondage.  The  man  whom  we  suppose  to  be  the  real 
defendant  in  the  recent  action  is,  we  are  told,  one  of  the 
members  of  Parliament  for  Glasgow.  He  can  bring  in  a 
very  little  Bill  declaring  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1858 
shall  no  longer  apply  to  Scotland,  and  when  this  amending 
Act  is  passed  the  pretty  little  Scotch  bairns  may  suck 
arsenic  from  every  wayside  bush  without  any  interference 
from  a  foreign  society.    Will  he  dare  to  make  this  attempt  ? 


ASSISTANTS    FOR  INDIA. 

There  appears  to  be  a  slackening  in  the  response  to  adver- 
tisements of  vacancies  for  assistants  in  India.  Ten  years 
ago  it  was  easy  to  fill  such  vacancies,  but  assistants  have 
gradually  become  indifferent  to  the  allurements  of  the 
gorgeous  East,  and  we  find  that  the  personal  requests  from 
employers  for  assistance  have  been  on  the  increase.  We 
have  found  it  difficult  to  convince  young  men  that  India 
offers  better  opportunities  than  can  be  [obtained  at  home 
probably  because  we  ourselves  are  not  sure  that  the  life  of 
the  assistant  in  India  is  altogether  a  happy  one,  or  that  the 


change  from  this  variable  climate  to  Indian  indolence  can  be 
considered  betterment  to  any  but  a  chosen  few.  It  isi 
indeed,  time  that  we  should  speak  out  about  the  matter,  and 
express  the  objections  which  we  meet  with  to  the  Indian 
"  sits." 

In  the  first  place,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  condition  of 
qualified  assistants  at  home  has  decidedly  improved  during 
the  past  five  years.  The  correct  interpretation  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act  has  given  the  qualified  man  his  proper  place,  and 
his  certificate  is  no  longer  regarded  as  a  drawback,  but  as  an 
advantage.  Salaries  have  gone  up  accordingly  by  10Z.  to 
2,01.  a  year,  and,  although  this  has  not  made  assistants  as  a 
class  affluent,  the  extra  51.  notes  give  them  that  margin  of 
comfort  which  makes  the  British  climate  bearable.  In  the 
second  place,  salaries  have  remained  practically  stationary 
in  India  and  Ceylon,  although  the  rupee  has  been  falling. 
The  present  terms  are  somewhat  as  follows  :— 

Indoor. — First  year,  l,000r.  to  l,200r.  per  annum ;  second, 
l,500r. ;  fourth,  2,000r. 

Outdoor. — First  year,  200r.  per  month ;  second,  225r. ; 
third,  250r. ;  fourth,  300r. 

Passage  is  generally  paid  out  and  home.  As  the  actual 
value  of  the  rupee  is  now  getting  very  nearly  down  to 
a  shilling,  it  is  evident  that  100?.  a  year  indoors  and 
180Z.  outdoors  is  the  maximum  guaranteed  to  the  assistant. 
We  know  that  there  are  some  assistants  in  India  who 
receive  much  higher  salaries,  but  these  are  men  of  ex- 
ceptional ability,  who  have  been  able  to  make  their  own 
terms  after  five  or  six  years'  service.  The  majority  oi  men 
cannot  do  that ;  and  the  tyro  can  get  no  guarantee  beyond 
the  terra  for  which  he  is  engaged.  The  remuneration  is  nob 
considered  on  this  side  to  be  adequate.  It  is  possible  for  the 
assistant  in  India  to  live  much  more  comfortably  on  the 
salary  than  he  could  do  at  home ;  but  if  he  go  out  in  the 
expectation  of  saving,  he  finds  when  he  gets  there  that 
every  rupee  which  he  sends  [home  is  worth  but  a  shilling, 
and  English  articles  cost  him  as  many  rupees  as  they  would 
shillings  at  home.  This  aspect  of  the  matter  is  mainly  re- 
sponsible for  the  lack  of  assistants. 

We  have  also  occasionally  complaints  from  assistants  in 
China  who  suffer  from  the  same  cause,  but  in  this  instance 
the  dollar,  which  in  Shanghai  is  worth  to-day  about  2s.  Hd., 
is  the  offending  factor.  We  understand  that  some  firms  in 
India  guarantee  the  rupee  at  Is.  3d.,  a  proceeding  which 
gives  their  assistants  a  much  better  position  than  where  it 
is  not  guaranteed,  and  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  this  a 
universal  custom.  Moreover,  on  the  part  of  employers,  the 
fact  should  not  be  overlooked  that  the  rupee  has  a  better  pur- 
chasing power  in  India  for  most  things  that  a  man  wants  than 
might  have  been  expected,  and  it  is  only  when  articles  of 
Western  origin  are  purchased  that  the  rupee  shrinks  to  its 
gold  value.  The  fact  may  also  be  reckoned  with  that  the  duties 
in  Indian  pharmacies  are  lighter  than  in  England,  as  the 
manual  work  is  done  by  native  compounders,  the  white  brains 
being  there  to  direct.  Nor  are  the  hoars  long — seven, nine,  and 
twelve  hours  on  alternate  days  in  the  best  places — and  there 
is  all  the  mystery  and  novelty  of  the  East  to  £11  in  spare  time. 
Strange  to  say,  young  pharmacists  do  not  struggle  for  these 
allurements,  and  they  are  beginning  to  ask  what  prospects 
there  are  of  making  a  fortune  in  pharmacy  after  assistant-  days 
are  over.  We  are  not  aware  of  any  ;  but  we  are  told  that 
three  or  fonr  years  in  India  are  an  excellent  thing  for 
smartening  a  man  up  ;  he  sees  good  business  methods,  has 
the  opportunity  of  widening  his  mind,  and  of  showing  the 
world  what  it  is  to  be  a  British  citizen,  and  if  that  is 
not  recompense  enough  for  a  shillin5  or  thiiteenpenny- 
ha'penny  rupee — well,  stay  at  home. 
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THE     PROPOSED    CHANGE     IN  THE 
DRUG-AUCTIONS. 

The  London  drug-trade  has  been  somewhat  exercised  for 
the  past  two  or  three  months  by  a  proposal,  apparently  put 
forth  by  influential  persons,  to  abolish  the  fortnightly  drug- 
auctions,  which  have  been  held  in  this  city  for  the  past  two 
or  three  generations,  in  favour  of  public  sales  once  every 
four  weeks.  It  is  said  that  the  export  druggists  are  almost 
unanimously  in  favour  of  the  change,  and,  until  recently, 
the  balance  of  opinion  among  the  home  trade  seemed  to 
tend  in  the  same  direction,  but  at  a  meeting  of  the  Drug 
Club  of  the  London  wholesale  trade  held  this  week  a 
motion  disapproving  of  the  proposed  alteration  was  carried 
after  a  prolonged  discussion. 

This  probably  disposes  of  the  matter  for  the  present, 
but  it  must  not  be  assumed  that  the  druggists,  home  and 
export,  are  the  only  factor  in  settling  the  question.  The 
interests  of  the  drug-importing  houses  are  equally  great,  and 
between  these  two  sections  stand  the  drug-brokers,  who  would 
probably  be  found  to  possess  a  slight  bias  in  favour  of  the 
importers,  upon  whose  patronage  their  business  is  chiefly 
dependent.  It  may  be  remembered  that  in  the  spring  of 
1887,  on  the  last  occasion  when  a  reversion  from  the  fort- 
nightly to  the  four-weekly  auction  system  was  seriously  dis- 
cussed, the  wholesale  druggists  who  expressed  their  views  on 
the  question  in  our  columns  were  almost  unanimously  in 
favour  of  the  innovation.  The  reason  that  nothing  was 
done  at  that  time  is  believed  to  have  been  that  one  or 
two  of  the  leading  produce-brokers  declared  themselves 
strongly  opposed  to  any  departure  from  the  present  system, 
while  the  wholesale  druggists  generally  did  not  feel  suffi- 
ciently strongly  in  the  matter  to  press  their  views. 

The  public  auctions,  which  have  always  been  so  distinc- 
tive a  feature  of  the  London  drug- market,  were  started  a 
century  or  more  ago  by  the  Bast  India  Company.  At  that 
time  there  were  only  half-a-dozen  acknowledged  drug- 
brokers,  and  the  import  trade  was  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
very  large  firms.  The  season's  supply  of  drugs  from  the 
producing  countries  arrived,  as  a  rule,  at  a  definite  time  of 
the  year,  communication  with  the  East  and  America  was 
slow  and  infrequent,  and  news  with  regard  to  the  state  of 
markets  abroad  was  almost  unobtainable.  We  believe  that 
for  many  years  the  London  drug-auctions  were  held  at 
irregular  intervals.  The  catalogues,  it  is  true,  were  few, 
but  they  were  practically  cleared  at  every  auction,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  goods  being  habitually  sold  to 
certain  buyers  as  a  matter  of  private  arrangement,  although 
the  lots  went  through  the  formality  of  being  bid  for  and 
"  knocked  down  "  in  the  rostrum  in  the  usual  way.  Gradually 
monthly  auctions  seem  to  have  become  the  rule,  and  during 
the  second  decade  of  the  century  the  system  of  fortnightly 
sales  appears  to  have  been  introduced. 

It  is  argued  by  those  anxious  to  abolish  the  system  now 
prevailing  that  a  great  deal  of  time  is  wasted  every  alternate 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  by  the  re-offering  for  sale  of  lots 
■which  have  been  bought  in  before,  and  of  which  it  is  as 
certain  as  anytbirjg  can  be  that  they  are  not  meant  to  be 
sold  at  the  impending  auction.  The  half-dozen  drug-brokers 
of  ancestral  days  have  increased  to  twenty  or  more;  the 
labour  of  carefully  inspecting  goods  has  become  so  great  that 
the  Wednesday  preceding  the  drug-sale  is  completely 
occupied  by  the  work ;  and  at  the  auctions  no  more  than 
from  20  to  30  per  cent,  of  the  goods  offered  in  the  catalogues 
is  actually  sold.  If  auctions  were  held  four- weekly  instead  of 
fortnightly,  time,  it  is  claimed,  would  be  saved,  the  expenses 
of  printing,  sampling,  &c.  reduced,  and  the  buyer  would  be 
assured  of  a  reasonable  interval  in  which  to  dispose  of  his 


purchases;  whereas  at  present  sale  succeeds  sale  with 
such  rapidity  that  he  cannot  dispose  of  the  goods  he  has 
bought  before  another  auction  is  upon  him.  We  confess 
that  we  do  not  grasp  the  value  of  the  last -mentioned  argu- 
ment. If  the  markets  are  over-supplied  now,  they  will  con- 
tinue to  be  so,  drug-auctions  or  no  drug- auctions.  The 
merchant  will  have  the  same  competition  to  meet  in  either 
case  without  the  compensating  advantage  of  being  able  to 
judge  so  frequently  as  at  present  of  what  his  rivals  are 
doing  and  how  the  market  is  tending.  Besides,  communica- 
tion nowadays  is  so  rapid  that  it  is  surely  possible  to  dispose 
of  any  parcel  of  goods  within  a  fortnight  in  any  great  trade 
centre,  providing  price  and  quality  are  suitable.  There  is 
probably,  at  the  bottom  of  the  desire  for  the  change,  the 
hope  that  business  could  be  conducted  with  less  publicity, 
that  prices  would  not  be  reported  so  widely  or  in  such 
detail,  and  that,  consequently,  it  would  be  possible  to  secure 
bigger  profits.  We  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  this  aspect 
of  the  matter  at  present,  beyond  pointing  out  that,  as  far  as 
this  journal  is  concerned,  the  holding  or  not  holding  of 
drug -auctions  would  not  affect  the  publicity  given  to  market- 
changes. 

The  principal  obstacle  to  any  departure  from  the  present 
system  is  the  detrimental  effect  which  a  change  may  have 
upon  the  London  drug-market.  In  spite  of  the  rise  of 
continental  cities  within  the  last  twenty-five  years,  London 
remains  the  chief  crude-drug  emporium  of  the  world ;  and 
that  is  in  a  large  measure  due  to  the  knowledge  that  goods 
can  always  find  a  buyer  here,  and  to  the  promptness  with 
which  consignments  are  brought  into  trade  and  paid  for. 
It  would  have  been  very  unwise,  we  think,  to  have  done  any- 
thing that  might  have  tended  to  diminish  that  pre-eminent 
reputation  of  our  city,  and  afforded  competitors  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  a  foothold  in  a  position  from  which  we 
had  deliberately  retired. 


PARAFFIN  IN  BEESWAX. 

The  prosecutions  for  the  sale  of  adulterated  beeswax 
which  have  been  goirig  on  in  the  country  for  the  past  two 
years  have  left  their  mark  upon  Mincing  Lane.  It  is  not 
that  the  quantity  of  beeswax  offered  at  the  fortnightly  drug- 
auctions  is  decreasing.  Contrariwise,  it  shows  a  steady 
increase ;  but  no  broker  now  ventures  to  offer  the  goods  as 
"  beeswax,"  the  simple  denomination  "  wax "  being  uni- 
versally adhered  to.  We  mention  this  in  connection  with  a 
wholesale  drug-firm's  label  which  was  brought  under  our 
notice  recently,  and  which  runs  as  follows : — 

Beeswax. — On  account  of  the  practice  of  bee-keepers  of  introducing  arti- 
ficial "comb  foundations"  into  the  hives  of  bees  with  the  object  of  ac- 
celerating the  production  of  honey,  it  frequently  happens  that  traces  of 
paraffin  wax  can  be  detected  in  the  resulting  wax. 

We  desire  to  intimate  that  we  guarantee  this  wax  to  be  sold  in  the  condi- 
tion as  purchased  by  us,  but  that  we  do  not  guarantee  that  it  is  absolutely 
free  from  small  quantities  of  paraffin  wax. 

The  "  guarantee  "  given  on  this  label  would  not,  of  course, 
suffice  as  a  warranty  under  the  Act ;  but  the  point  of  the 
matter  is  the  alleged  increasing  frequency  with  which  traces 
of  paraffin  wax  are  found  in  the  natural  beeswax  of 
commerce.  We  are  not  referring  to  the  instances  in  which 
that  impurity  is  traceable  to  gross  and  deliberate  adultera- 
tion— as  in  the  case  of  the  Mogadore  wax  of  Mincing  Lane, 
and  in  the  cases  of  certain  prosecutions  reported  by  us  in 
the  course  of  the  last  two  years — but  to  the  instances  men- 
tioned in  the  label  referred  to  above,  where  the  impurity  is 
quite  accidental.  The  broad  rule  at  present  is  that  the  less 
civilised  the  country  the  purer  the  beeswax  imported  from 
it.  Thus,  Jamaica,  Mozambique,  and  Madagascar  produce, 
generally  speaking,  beeswax  free  from  deliberate  adultera- 
tion, and  the  Australian  wax  of  commerce  has  hitherto 
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enjoyed  a  excellent  reputation  for  purity.  We  understan  d 
however,  that  within  the  last  few  months  traces  of  paraffin 
have  also  been  found  in  parcels  of  Australian  wax,  and  that, 
through  one  of  the  export  firms,  representations  have  been 
made  to  a  prominent  member  of  the  Victorian  Legislatuie 
connected  with  the  drug-trade,  urging  him  to  call  public 
attention  to  the  threatened  depreciation  of  Australian  wax 
in  the  London  market.  At  the  same  time,  as  the  increased 
yield  of  honey  more  than  compensates  for  any  possible  loss 
in  the  value  of  beeswax,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  prac- 
tice can  be  stopped,  unless  agriculturists  use,  as  formerly, 
pure  beeswax  for  the  comb  foundations.  The  fact  should 
not  be  overlooked,  however,  that  there  has  been  no  com- 
plaint about  traces  of  paraffin  in  beeswax,  but  the  deliberate 
addition  of  from  10  to  90  per  cent,  of  that  substance  with 
the  accompaniment  of  colouring-matter  necessary  to  make 
the  product  resemble  natural  wax. 

THE  ACTIVE  PRINCIPLE  OF  THE  THYROID  GLAND. 
Dr.  Sigmund  Friinkel  has  reported  to  the  Institute  of  Medical 
Chemistry  of  Vienna  on  the  active  principle  of  the  thyroid  gland . 
After  demonstrating  that  the  action  of  the  gland  in  myxe- 
dema is  not  due  to  the  albuminous  substances  and  gelatine, 
he  separated  these  bodies  by  the  well-known  methods,  and 
from  the  filtr  ate  after  evaporation  a  body  was  obtained  which 
was  intensely  hygroscopic,  and  was  soluble  in  water  and 
alcohol.  The  watery  solution  had  a  neutral  or  slightly 
alkaline  reaction,  and  gave  the  reactions  of  an  alkaloid.  Dr 
Frankel  calculates  the  empirical  formula  as  C6HnN305.  He 
has  provisionally  named  the  substance  "  thyreo-antitoxin." 
Clinical  experiments  are  being  made  with  the  new  substance. 

POSTAGE-STAMP  ADVERTISING. 
The  Victorian  Government  have  adopted  a  somewhat  un- 
dignified means  of  raising  revenue  by  issuing  large  penny 
postcards  printed  over  one- third  of  the  surface  of  their 
address  side  with  beer  and  tobacco  advertisements.  The 
tobacco  is  American,  the  beer  lager,  whic  shows  that  the 
Victorians,  though  ingrained  protectionists,  are  not  suffi- 
ciently "patriotic"  to  restrict  their  advertising-space  to  the 
native  enterprise.  The  postcards  are  available  only  for 
circulation  in  Australasia.  In  this  matter  of  advertising 
Victoria  is  but  following  the  example  of  a  sister  colony,  the 
backs  of  the  New  Zealand  postage-stamps  having  been 
adorned  for  a  couple  of  years  with  pill  and  soap  advertise- 
ments. It  is  not  generally  known,  however,  that  a  proposal  to 
print  advertisements  on  the  back  of  English  stamps  was 
seriously  considered  by  our  authorities  about  three  years  ago 
At  that  time  the  firm  of  De  la  Eue,  who  hold  the  stamp- manu- 
facturing contract,  printed,  by  order  of  the  authorities,  a 
specimen -sheet  of  ordinary  English  pennystamps,  bearing 
the  words  "  Pears' Soap "  in  black  lettering  on  the  reverse 
We  do  not  think  that  Messrs.  Pears  were  informed  of  the 
liberty  taken  with  their  name,  but,  anyhow,  the  stamps  were 
never  issued  to  the  public.  A  few  of  them,  however,  have 
got  into  the  hands  of  collectors,  and  occasionally  a  specimen 
may  be  bought  in  the  stamp- market,  where  its  present  value 
is  5/. 

TROUBLE  ABOUT  PEPSIN. 
There  is  always  some  trouble  in  the  United  States  about 
pepsin,  and  it  is  generally  about  whose  is  strongest  or 
weakest.  The  latest  instance  has  been  supplied  by  Mr. 
H.  W.  Snow,  who  examined  about  a  dozen  makes,  and 
got  his  report  on  them  published  in  the  papars.  Messrs. 
Armour  &  Co.'s  pepsin  came  out  at  a  digestive  strength 
of  1-1,666  instead  of  1-3,000,  and  they  and  their 
chemist,  Mr.  A.  G.  Manns,  resented  the  statement.  Mr. 
Snow  gave  Mr.  Manns  a  sample  of  the  sample  which  he  had 
reported  on,  and  Mr.  Manns  found  it  to  be  about  1-2,900. 
Professor  John  H.  Long,  of  the  North-western  University 
(nominated  by  Mr.  Snow),  acted  as  referee,  and  reported  the 


digestive  value  of  the  pepsin  to  be  over  1-3,000.  The  whole 
matter  has  been  the  subject  of  inquiry  since  August  27* 
and  now  Messrs.  Armour  &  Co.  are  considered  to  have  had 
the  stigma  raised  from  them  ;  but  that  seems  to  us  not  of  so 
much  importance  as  the  expose  of  Mr.  Snow's  methods.  A 
firm  like  Armour's  can  look  after  themselves,  as  they  have 
done  in  this  instance,  and  we  should  think  that  in  clearing- 
themselves  they  practically  have  taken  away  the  discredit 
from  other  firms  impeached  by  Mr.  Snow,  whose  reputation 
was  too  good  to  be  spoilt  by  unreliable  scientific  data  on  a 
purely  commercial  matter. 

INTERNATIONAL  AMENITIES. 

Our  Willie  passed  away  to-day, 

His  face  we'll  see  no  more  ; 
What  Willie  took  for  H20 

Proved  HaSO«. 

— The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 

Hadst  thou  but  given  Willie  boy 

Na  HC03, 
NH„  Ca(H0)2, 

He'd  still  have  been  with  thee. 

— American  Druggist, 
"  'Twa  better  thus,"  Will's  spirit  cried, 
"No  NH3  for  me. 
When  vitriol  gets  in  one's  inside 
The  stoinach  goes,  you  see." 

A  NEW  PROCESS   FOR  CHLOROFORM. 

The  Revue  de  Chimie  Industrielle  mentions  a  new  process 
for  manufacturing  chloroform — viz  ,  the  action  of  nascent 
hydrogen  upon  carbon  tetrachloride  : — 

CC14  +  H2  =  CHCI3  +  HC1. 
The  tetrachloride  is  produced  commercially  in  great  quanta 
ties,  and  can  be  got  cheaply  enough  to  warrant  a  fair  trial 
of  the  process.  The  quantities  used  are:— Carbon  tetra- 
chloride, 150  kilos. ;  water,  200  kilos. ;  sulphuric  acid, 
100  kilos. ;  and  zinc,  80  kilos.  These  substances  are  placed 
in  a  similar  apparatus  to  that  used  in  producing  aniline, 
there  being  attached  to  it  a  serpentine  reflux  condenser. 
While  heat  is  applied  the  contents  of  the  still  are  well 
agitated,  and  the  reaction  is  continued  until  hydrochloric 
acid  ceases  to  be  given  oS  at  the  end  of  the  condenser. 
The  yield  of  chloroform  is  about  100  kilos.  It  has,  of 
course,  to  be  subjected  to  purification.  Whether  this  pro- 
cess is  reliable  or  not  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  say ;  but 
it  seems  worthy  of  a  trial.  The  chief  objection  that  wo 
have  to  it  is  that  carbon  tetrachloride  is  by  no  means  a  pure 
substance,  and  the  impurities  may  be  difficult  to  get  rid  of 
if  transferred  to  he  chloroform. 


British  Injustice  to  Americans.— An  interview  by 
"  Gath  "  appears  in  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer  (quoted  in  the 
American  Druggist),  with  Mr.  Dobbin,  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
John  Wyeth  &  Co.  Mr.  Dobbin  said  :  "  You  probably  saw  the 
death  of  Burroughs,  of  Burronghs  &  Wellcome,  of  London, 
the  chief  patent-medicine  dealers  (!)  of  England.  Both  were 
American  boys.  Burroughs  left  #200,000  (more  like 
#600,000),  and  left  #20,000  to  Henry  George.  He  was  the 
smartest  boy  I  ever  saw.  He  came  to  our  employ  at  #2  per 
week,  and  when  he  left  was  getting  #3,000  per  year.  He 
found  the  London  English  hateful  in  their  treatment  of  him. 
He  and  Wellcome  made  the  most  superb  exhibition  at  the 
British  Society  of  Pharmacy,  and  it  was  totally  ignored. 
That  is  the  way  they  treat  Americans  who  test  their  free 
trade.  Free  trade  means  that  they  do  all  the  trading. 
Burroughs  went  to  the  officers  of  the  society  and  said  he 
would  make  an  international  scandal  if  his  exhibition  was 
ignored.  He  enlisted  the  aid  of  the  London  Chemist  and 
Druggist  and  started  in.  They  were  afraid  of  this  and  of 
the  colonial  market,  and  reluctantly  granted  his  firm  the 
chief  medals  and  awards."  [We  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
circumstance  alluded  to.  There  is  no  "  British  Society  of 
Pharmacy,"  and  we  never  gave  Mr.  Burroughs  the  aid  attri- 
buted tons, for  the  simple  reason  that  so  far  as  we  know  the 
exhibits  of  his  firm  were  never  ignored  by  any  British 
society.— Ed.  C.  $  Z>.] 
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SOME  time  ago,  ■when  calling  at  25  Lime  Street,  a  C.  %  D. 
representative  found  himself  confronted  by  a  sheet  of  paper 
of  magic-lantern-screen  propoitions,  which  completely  hid 
from  sight  the  shining  armchair  from  whose  depths  Mr.  Thos. 
Christy  is  accustomed  to  deliver  himself  to  the  interviewer 
of  a  medley  of  current  and  other  news.  This  time,  however, 
it  was  not  the  senior,  but  his  son  Gilbert,  who  occupied  the 
paternal  seat,  and  the  magic-lantern  screen  proved  to  be  a 
huge  map  of  Brazil,  on  which  Mr.  Gilbert  was  fighting  his 
battles  o'er  again.  For  Mr.  Gilbert  Christy  has  recently 
returned  from  the  country  of  coffee,  insects,  and  yellow 
fever,  where  he  went  partly  for  reasons  of  health,  partly  to 
see  how  the  land  lay,  and  partly,  again,  because,  being 
young,  he  felt  that  he  would  like  a  place  with  more  elbow- 
100m  than  his  native  land.  There  is  plenty  of  elbow-room 
in  Brazil,  for,  though  the  big  official  map  is  intersected 
with  a  network  of  vermilion  railway-lines  and  printed  over 
with  the  names  of  thousands  of  places,  allowance  must  be 
made  for  the  tropical  imagination  of  Brazilian  officials,  who, 
mayhap,  have  "lots  "  to  sell  in  the  inteiior.  Brazil,  in  fact, 
is  even  more  than  Australia  a  platter  with  a  few  flies  round 
the  rim.  These  mostly  concentrate  in  Kio  and  three  or  i 
four  other  cities. 
Mr.  Christy  was 
very  enthusiastic 
about  the  bota- 
nical gardens  in 
Kio  and  their 
director,  Dr.  Luis 
Barbosa.  Sao 
Paulo,  a  four- 
hours'  railway 
ride  from  Rio,  in 
•the  centre  of  the 
coffee  -  districts, 
he  liked  better 
still,  however, 
and  there  he 
spent  most  of  his 
time  on  a  friendly 
planter's  "  fa- 
<jenda,"  or  estate. 
The  coffee  la- 
bourers are 
mostly  Italians, 
who  emigrate  to 
Brazil  by  thou- 
sands. Our  illus- 
tration shows  a  squad  of  them  on  a  coffee-estate.  They 
usually  receive  no  wages,  but  are  given  a  shanty  to  live  in 
and  a  plot  of  ground,  their  chief  sustenance  being  derived 
from  the  right  to  whatever  they  can  grow  between  the  rows 
of  coffee  which  they  have  to  plant,  tend,  and  strip  of 
fruit.  When  the  coffee-shrubs  are  small  the  land 
produces  fine  crops  of  maize  and  vegetables,  and  the  Italian, 
as  soon  as  he  can  manage  to  keep  a  few  pigs,  is  on  the  way 
to  become  a  capitalist.  As  a  rule  he  thrives,  and  presently 
relieves  his  bankrupt  native  country  of  some  of  bis  poor 
relatives,  who  are  legion.  But  the  Brazilian  Government 
are  makiDg  preparations  for  the  wholesale  importation  of  i 
Chinese,  who,  in  turn,  may  "freeze  out"  the  Italians,  assuming 
that  such  a  thing  is  possible  under  a  Brazilian  sun.  The  ] 
coffee-estate  of  Mr.  Christy's  friend  is  a  model  one,  and  no 
-expense  has  been  spared  in  purchasing  machinery  and  other 
plant  for  cleaning  and  husking  coffee.  The  machinery  is 
Brazilian,  the  Decauville  Eailway  that  carries  the  coffee  to 
the  factory  is  French ;  only  the  steam-engines  are  British. 
The  estate  contains  some  400,000  coffee-trees,  all  watered 
by  a  system  of  irrigation  that  for  painstaking  ingenuity 
rivals  the  Dutch  dykes  or  the  hanging  gardens  of  Palmyra. 
The  estate  lies  on  the  slope  of  a  hill  which  is  fortunate  enough 
to  possess  an  apparently  inexhaustible  spriDg.  From  that 
spring  a  network  of  ditches  runs  through  the  plantation, 
with  bricked-in  basins  at  distances  of  70  or  80  yards.  The 
coffee-beans,  when  gathered,  are  washed  down  these  irrigation- 
channels  to  a  cemented  drying-ground  covering  about  four 
acres,  and  dried.    Then  a  Decauville  self- tipping  truck 


carries  the  fruit  to  the  roof  of  the  factory,  and  shoots  the 
load  into  an  automaticjjucket,  which  throws  it  into  a  blower, 
where  the  leaves,  detached  husks,  and  light  beans  are 
driven  away  by  a  current  of  air.  From  the  blower  the 
coffee,  again  automatically,  passes  into  a  husking-machine, 
next  into  a  fanning-apparatus,  where  the  husks  are 
separated,  and  finally  into  a  series  of  rotating  cylindrical 
sieves,  where  it  is  brushed  clean  and  sorted  into  four  or  five 
sizes.  The  small  bean  which  is  first  separated  is  the  Moka, 
the  finest  kind.  Even  the  filling  of  the  coffee  into  sacks  is 
performed  automatically.  A  good  portion  of  the  plant  was 
designed  by  the  planter,  Dr.  Ezequiel  de  Paula  Rames, 
himself,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  machinery  is  of  native 
manufacture. 

Our  representative  also  asked  Mr.  Christy  about  drugs 
and  other  products  in  which  he  presumed  that  gentleman 
would  be  more  interested,  but  failed  to  extract  much 
information.  They  only  talk  coffee  in  Brazil  at  present, 
and  most  of  the  minor  wealth-sources  of  the  country  are 
allowed  to  lie  fallow.  Ipecacuanha  1  There  is  a  German 
chemist  somewhere  south  of  Santos,  who  collects  it,  but 
during  the  ten  months  Mr.  Christy  had  lived  in  Brazil  he 
had  never  once  heard  the  article  mentioned.  Bat  it  was  a 
fine  country  for  business  generally,  and  the  coffee-planters 
had  plenty  of  money.  "  Why,  here  is  a  small  place — 
Jaboticabal,  the  end  of  the  railway-line  into  the  interior. 

It  has  not  many 
^/Jig-  more  houses  than 
there  are  letters 
in  its  name,  but 
the  business 
they  do  there 
is  enormous.  My 
brother,  who  has 
a  hat-factory  in 
Brazil,  often  sells 
SOL  or  601.  worth 
of  hats  in  that 
one-eyed  settle- 
ment in  a  single 
deal.  Yes,  there 
is     plenty  of 

money  and 
plenty  of  buy- 
ing-capacity  in 
B/azil.    The  pity 
of  it  is  that  the 

Germans  " 

But  our  represen- 
tative, who  hears 
as  much  about 
Germans  as  he 

wants  to  from  houses  with  whom  they  compete  in  London, 
charjged  the  conversation. 


Me.  Geobse  Venables,  late  of  Chatham,  has  opened  a 
new  pharmacy  at  14  Ordnance  Row,  The  Hard,  Portsea. 

Me.  F.  Millwaed,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  60  Woodville 
Road,  Cardiff,  has  just  opened  a  branch  at  125  Woodville 
Road. 

Me.  J.  P.  Gambling  has  taken  over  the  business  lately 
carried  on  by  Mr  W.  Ardin  at  641  London  Road,  Heeley, 
Sheffield. 

Me.  J.Colentjtt,  of  Sandown,  Isle  of  Wight,  has  retired, 
and  has  sold  the  business  which  he  established  and  carried 
on  for  thirty-eight  years  to  Mr.  Frank  Woollings,  formerly 
of  Church  Street  Lisson  Grove. 

The  business  carried  on  for  nearly  forty  years  by  the 
late  Mr.  Mark  Wynter  at  Worthing,  first  in  the  High  Street 
and  afterwards  in  Broad  Street,  has  been  purchased  by  Mr. 
L.  Cameron,  formerly  with  Messrs.  Savory  &.  Moore. 
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Casgills  (Limited) —Registered  at  Edinburgh  on 
December  9,  with  a  capital  of  100,000/!.,  in  2,000  shares  of 
50/.  each,  to  take  over  the  business  of  general  merchants, 
commission  agents,  store-keepers,  chemists  and  druggists, 
in  Colombo  and  Kandy,  Ceylon,  and  of  drapers  and 
clothiers  in  Colombo,  Ceylon,  now  carried  on  by  Cargill  & 
Co.,  together  with  the  goodwill  of  the  said  business,  and 
the  tenants'  right  to  the  leasehold  subjects  occupied  by  the 
said  firms,  and  the  fittings  affixed  thereto.  The  subscribers 
{who  take  one  share  each)  are: — D.  Cargill,  41  George 
Street,  Glasgow,  merchant ;  W.  Hamilton,  Fort  Colombo, 
Ceylon,  merchant ;  for  William  Jenkins,  Fort  Colombo, 
Ceylon,  merchant,  J.  F.  Cargill,  191  West  George  Street, 
Glasgow,  merchant,  attorney  for  the  said  William  Jenkins ; 
J.  F.  Cargill,  91  West  George  Street,  Glasgow,  merchant ; 
A.  Nates,  Norwood,  Kilmarnock,  coalmaster;  R,  C.  Loes, 
Woodside  Place,  Glasgow,  physician ;  B.  Cornell,  191  West 
George  Street,  Glasgow,  clerk.  The  first  directors  are  D.  S. 
Cargill,  W.  Hamilton,  and  W.  Jenkins ;  qualification, 
100  shares.  Registered  office,  191  West  George  Street, 
Glasgow. 

The  Niagara  Electric  Chemical  Company  has  been 
incorporated  in  the  United  States  with  a  capital  of  $100,000 
to  manufacture  chemical  products  in  New  York  City.  Mr. 
Hamilton  Y.  Castner,  of  the  Aluminium  Company  (Limited), 
Oldbury,  is  one  of  the  directors,  and  others  are  members 
•of  the  Roesseler-Hasslacher  Chemical  Company,  New  York. 

Matthew's  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  District  White- 
head Company  (Limited). — Capital  35,000?.,  in  12,000 
preference  and  23.000  ordinary  shares  of  11.  each.  Objects  : 
To  carry  on  the  business  of  smelters,  lead  rcanufactmers 
and  dealers,  desilverers,  chemists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour- 
men,  oil,  paint,  and  Tarnish  manufacturers  and  dealers,  &c. 
Registered  office,  7  Poitman  Street,  Portman  Square,  W. 

Kali  Syndicate  (Limited).— Capital  6.000Z.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects :  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the 
Anglo-German  Salt  Syndicate  (Limited),  and  to  acquire, 
develop,  and  turn  to  account  certain  mining  rights  and 
privileges  connected  with  the  rock  salt,  salts  of  sodium  of 
potassium,  and  brine  springs,  situate  at  Steinforde,  near 
Celle,  in  the  German  Empire.  The  first  directors  (to 
number  not,  fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  five)  are  to  be 
appointed  by  the  subscribers.  Qualification,  100/.  Remu- 
neration, as  the  company  may  determine. 

British  and  Foreign  Chemical  Company  (Limited). 
— Capital  2,000/.,  in  1:.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  and 
■carry  on  the  business  of  a  manufacturer  and  vendor  of  pro- 
prietary articles,  patent  medicines,  and  chemicals  carried  on 
by  Adolphus  G.  Seebohm  at  11  Kilvert's  Buildings,  Withy 
Grove,  Manchester.  The  first  subscribers  are  : — A.  B.  Frost, 
32  High  Street,  Beeston,  manufacturer  (150  shares) ;  F. 
Wilkinson,  35  High  Road,  Beeston,  farmer  (100)  ;  F.  Gill, 
5  Clarendon  Street,  Nottingham,  drysalter  (125) ;  W. 
Bibbey,  14  Dryden  Street,  Nottingham  (25)  ;  R.  Widdowson, 
12  Arkwright  Street,  Nottingham,  chemist  (50) ;  G.  E.  Hare, 
■8  London  Road,  Nottingham,  chemist  (50) ;  W.  Gill, 
207  Radford  Road,  Nottingham,  chemist  (50).  The  regula- 
tions of  Table  "  A  "  mainly  apply. 

Alfred  Goodall  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  10,000/., 
in  51.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire,  take  over  as  a  goiog 
concern,  and  carry  on  the  business  of  drysalters,  chemical- 
manufacturers,  logwood-cutters,  and  myrabolane-grinders 
carried  on  at  Farrar  Mill,  Salterhebble,  Halifax,  Yorks,  and 
to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  Mrs.  Helen  Goodall  for  the 
purpose. 

Automatic  Antiseptic  Diffuser  (Limited). — Capital 
2,500/.,  in  1Z.  shares  (500  Preference).  Objects :  To  enter  into 
two  agreements  with  Dr.  Jjhn  J.  Hartnett.of  the  Crown  Hotel, 
Harrogate,  Yorks,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in 
deodorising  fluids  and  powders,  and  all  kinds  of  disinfectants. 
The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are: — A.  C. 
Toller,  10  Lacon  Road.  East  Dulwich,  accountant;  C.  H. 


Petty,  42  Monega  Road,  Forest  Gate,  printer ;  H.  F. 
McDowell,  61  Chancery  Lane,  W.C.,  secretary  ;  E.  A,  Callany, 
1  Lacon  Road,  East  Dulwich,  bookkeeper;  H.  A.  Slade, 
34  Crystal  Palace  Read,  S.E.,  clothier;  A.  K.  Mallard, 
Covent  Garden  Market,  traveller ;  T.  W.  H.  Delf,  190  Under- 
bill Road,  Dulwich,  accountant.  The  number  of  the 
directors  must  not  exceed  seven  nor  be  fewer  than  three. 
Remuneration  as  the  company  may  decide.  The  vendor, 
Dr.  J.  J.  Hartnett,  is  to  act  as  managing  director  for  twenty- 
five  years,  at  a  salary  of  500/.  per  annum. 

Chemists  and  Druggists  (Limited). — Registered  in 
Scotland.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  pharma- 
ceutical, manufacturing,  and  dispensing  chemists  and  drug- 
gists, and  makers  and  proprietors  of  and  dealers  in  patent 
medicines,  and  any  other  business  which  can.be  conveniently 
carried  on  by  the  company  in  connection  with  the  above  or 
any  of  them.  Capital  2,000/ ,  divided  into  2,000  shares  of 
1/.  each.  The  first  subscribers  (who  take  one  share  each) 
are  : — C.  C.  Taylor,  258  Raeberry  Street,  Glasgow,  law  clerk  ; 
F.  Davison,  251  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  writer ;  G. 
Braid  wood,  4  Sutherland  Avenue,  Pollokshields,  Glasgow, 
law  clerk  ;  Jerome  Dennison,  2  Colebrooke  Street,  Hillhead, 
Glasgow,  law  clerk ;  Wm.  Davidson,  401  St.  Vincent  Street, 
Glasgow,  law  clerk ;  T.  W.  Johnston,  Oswald  Villa,  Blairhill, 
Coatbridge,  law  clerk ;  and  John  Brown,  15  Windsor  Street, 
Glasgow,  law  clerk.  The  registered  office  is  situated  at 
32  Herbert  Street,  Glasgow. 

British  Electrozone  Corporation  (Limited).  — 
Capital  250,000/,,  in  5/.  shares.  Objects:  to  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  John  A.  Barham  and  William  Digby,  to 
acquire  certain  rights  in  Woolt's  electrolysing,  bleaching, 
and  disinfecting  process  for  the  United  Kingdom,  and  all  parts 
of  the  world  (except  U.S.A.  and  the  Hawaiian  islands),  and 
to  carry  on  business  as  manufacturers,  merchants,  sanitarians, 
contractors,  and  engineers. 

Bond's  Soap  Company  (Limited). — Capital  6,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  formerly 
carried  on  by  Mear  &  Green  (Limited),  in  connection  with 
the  bye-product  from  their  Borax- works ;  to  acquire  the 
benefit  of  the  discoveries  of  T.  Bond  and  C.  A.  McKerrow  for 
making  the  said  bye-product  into  soap ;  to  adopt  certain 
agreements,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  metal,  toilet  and 
other  soap -manufacturers,  dealers  and  merchants,  makers  of 
perfumes,  cosmetics,  and  toilet-requisites,  chemists,  drug- 
gists, drysalters,  &c. 


Beight's  Pure-drug  Company  (Limited). — On  behalf 
of  Mr.  Gooderson,  the  holder  of  forty- five  mortgage  deben- 
tures of  5/.  each  in  this  company,  Mr.  Jenkins  on  Decem- 
ber 14  moved  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  sitting  in  the  Chancery 
Division  of  Justice,  for  judgment  in  default  of  defence  to 
an  action  the  plaintiff  had  brought  to  realise  his  security. 
His  Lordship,  he  reminded  him,  had  made  an  order  in 
Chambers  appointing  a  receiver  and  manager,  and  since 
then  he  had  made  another  order  confirming  a  conditional 
contract  for  the  sale  of  the  business.  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  : 
You  can  take  your  judgment. 

German  Chemical  Dividends. — The  receipts  of  the 
Bathing-establishment  at  Ktssingen  in  the  financial  year 
1894-95  were  150,364m.,  of  which  53,149m.  was  profit.  The 
shareholders  receive  23  per  cent,  dividend. — The  board  of 
directors  of  the  United  Ultramarine-works,  formerly  Le- 
verkus,  Zeltner  &  Co.,  Nuremberg,  propose  a  dividend  of 
4  per  cent,  for  1894-95.  In  1893-94  the  dividend  was  2  per 
cent. — The  Chemical-works  Mainthal,  at  Griesheim,  near 
Frankfort- on- Maine,  made  a  net  profit  of  91,754m.  in  1894-95. 
The  year  before  they  made  122,135m. — The  "  Union " 
Chemical-works  at  Stettin  have  also  made  less  profit  in 
1894-95  than  in  1893-94.  Int  he  first-named  year  they  made 
306,231m.  gross  profit,  in  the  second  577,063m.  The 
depressed  state  of  agriculture  in  Germany,  over-production 
by  Rhenish  and  Belgian  factories,  and  reduction  of  railway- 
rates  in  favour  of  competing  factories,  are  blamed  for  this 
state  of  things.  Phosphoric  acid,  the  chief  product  of  the 
factory,  is  lower  in  price  than  it  has  ever  been,  and  the 
over-production  of  superphosphates  is  so  enormous  that 
several  years  would  be  required  to  dispose  of  the  accumu- 
lated stock. 
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Bankruptcy  TReport 


Be  Harry  Smith,  Horbury,  Dealer  in  Drugs  and 
Chemicals. 

This  debtor  was  examined  at  the  Wakefield  Bankruptcy 
Court  on  December  5.  The  bankrupt  was  formerly  a  soldier, 
but  was  "  bought  off "  by  his  father  nine  years  ago.  He  had 
taken  over  a  chemist's  business  from  the  trustees  under  the 
will  of  his  father.  He  began  business  last  February.  Asked 
if  he  wasted  his  time  in  public-houses,  debtor  said,  "  Not 
during  business-hours ;  I  might  have  gone  out  at  nights." 
His  liabilities  expected  to  rank  amount  to  3082.,  and  he 
valued  his  assets  at  2332 ,  but  the  Official  Keceiver  thinks 
this  an  over-estimate.  The  examination  was  adjourned  for 
a  week. 


Be  W.  W.  Rogers,  Analytical  Chemist  and  Assay er,  Swansea. 

This  debtor  came  up  for  his  public  examination  at  the 
Swansea  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Thursday,  before  Mr.  Regis- 
trar Home.  The  statement  of  affairs  showed  liabilities 
3252.  15s.,  and  assets  1432.  3s.  6d.  Debtor  attributed  his 
failure  to  bad  trade  and  pressure  by  creditors.  The  examina- 
tion was  adjourned. 


Be  William  Goyne  Stevens,  Chemist,  Paignton,  Devon. 

At  the  Plymouth  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  December  12,  Mr. 
P.  T.  Pearce,  mentioned  the  case  of  William  Goyne  Stevens, 
who,  be  said,  had  paid  a  composition  to  some  of  his 
creditors,  but  had  omitted  two  or  three  Brighton  firms.  At 
the  last  sitting  of  the  Court  he  made  an  application  that 
these  creditors  might  be  included  in  the  arrangement,  but 
he  now  wished  to  withdraw  that  application.  The  Official 
Receiver  stated  that  he  had  received  an  anonymous  letter 
which  stated  that  the  debtor  was  about  to  commence  busi- 
ness at  Romford  in  Essex,  but  there  was  no  truth  in  that 
statement. 


Be  Joseph  Pitman  Alcock,  73  High  Street, 
Bromsgrove,  Chemist. 

The  Official  Receiver  for  the  Worcester  district  reports 
this  debtor's  gross  liabilities  at  1,0132.  0s.  8d.,  of  which 
1211.  19s.  Qd.  is  due  to  unsecured  creditors.  The  assets,  after 
deducting  preferential  claims,  amount  to  4872.  5s.  lid.  The 
bankrupt  commenced  business  as  a  chemist  at  Evesham  in 
1878,  and  carried  on  business  there  until  1894,  when  he 
removed  to  Bromsgrove,  where  he  remained  until  the  date 
of  the  receiving-order.  When  he  commenced  business  he 
had  no  means  of  his  own,  but  friends  advanced  him  4202. 
In  1889  he  benefited  to  the  extent  of  7002.  by  a  bequest  to 
his  wife.  He  has  never  prepared  a  balance-sheet,  and  until 
the  preparation  of  his  statement  of  affairs  under  the  present 
failure,  he  asserts  that  he  believed  himself  to  be  solvent. 
He  is  now  of  opinion  that  he  was  insolvent  when  he  disposed 
of  his  business  at  Evesham  in  June,  1894.  Pressure  from 
creditors  led  to  the  disposal  of  the  Evesham  business.  His 
present  business,  for  which  he  paid  3502  ,  was  paid  for  entirely 
with  borrowed  moneys.  By  an  indenture,  dated  September  28, 
1894,  he  assigned  the  goodwill  of  his  business,  together  with 
his  stock-in-trade  and  other  effects  then  or  thereafter  to 
be  in  and  upon  the  premises,  and  used  or  connected  with 
the  business,  as  security  for  a  loan  of  1502.,  being  part  of  the 
money  raised  to  purchase  the  business  at  Bromsgrove.  The 
failure  is  attributed  in  part  to  the  fall  in  the  value  of  drugs, 
and  to  the  low  profits  upon  patent  medicines,  and  also,  to 
some  extent,  to  operations  which  the  bankrupt  carried  on  at 
Evesham  outside  his  ordinary  business  of  chemist.  He  then 
carried  on  a  market-garden,  and  dealt  in  cows,  and  horses, 
and  sheep.  Part  of  the  furniture  is  claimed  by  the  debtor's 
wife.  At  the  meeting  of  the  creditors  held  at  Worcester  on 
December  12,  the  chairman  stated  that  there  was  no  offer  of 
composition.  The  debtor,  in  reply  to  the  chairman  as  to  why 
he  departed  from  his  legitimate  business  of  druggist  to 
indulge  in  cattle-dealing  and  market-gardening,  said  he 
thought  it  would  improve  his  position,  but  his  expectations 


had  not  been  realised.  The  debtor  was  then  questioned  at 
some  length  with  regard  to  statements  he  made  to  one  of 
his  largesG  trade  creditors — a  Birmingham  firm — in  respect 
of  expectations  from  his  father.  The  estate  is  left  in  the- 
hands  of  the  Official  Receiver  for  summary  administration. 


Be  William  Henry  Gerrard,  Druggist,  Ilkeston. 
The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  took  place  at  the 
Derby  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Tuesday  last.  The  debtor,  who 
was  represented  by  Mr  Searby,  informed  the  Official,  Receiver 
that  he  commenced  business  as  a  chemist  in  White  Lion 
Square,  Ilkeston,  in  October,  1891,  with  a  capital  of  1302. 
He  gave  902.  for  the  business,  and  for  the  first  two  years  he 
made  sufficient  to  keep  it  going  and  pay  his  way.  After- 
wards his  wife  lent  him  various  sums — about  502.  in  all — to- 
meet  his  accounts.    The  examination  was  closed. 


PARTNERSHIP  DISSOLVED. 

Robinson,  G.,  and  Holmes,  W.,  Ravey  Street,  Finsbury,  N.,  under 
the  style  of  Enever's  Cattle-food  Company,  cattle-food  manufacturers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Obder. 

Shemmonds,    Charles  Benjamin,   Moreton-in-Marsh,  veterinary 
surgeon. 

Order  Made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Pooley,  Richard  Charles  Mason,  Falmouth,  physician  and  surgeon 
—discharge  suspended  for  two  years,  ending  October  26, 1897. 


I>eefc)0  of  Hrranaement. 


Archibald,  George  Tomlinson,  1  Station  Road,  and  4  Belvidere 
Terrace,  Workington,  chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee,  Thomas  Bell, 
Whitehaven,  commercial  traveller.  Dated  December  13 ;  filed  De- 
cember 16.  Secured  creditors,  1,150;.;  unsecured  liabilities,  435Z.  16s.  lid.; 
estimated  net  assets,  250Z.  The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 


£  s.  d. 

Dufneld,  E.,  Workington    20  0  0 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool   30  0  0 

Highet,  John,  Workington    . .    15  0  0 

Milburn,  T ,  Workington    222  0  0 

Mitchell,  J.,  Whitehaven    63  0  0 


Babb,  Joseph,  Bromley  House,  Pitsford  Street,  Birmingham,  drysalter. 
Trustee,  John  D.  Kerr,  Herald  Chambers,  ilartineau  Street,  Bir- 
mingham, accountant.    Dated  December  7 ;  filed  December  14.  Un- 
secured liabilities,  244Z.  6s.  OJrf. ;  estimated  net  assets,  45Z.    The  fol- 
wing  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£    s.  d. 


Babb,  Charles,  Wednesbury   20  0  0 

Faire,  Brothers  &  Co.,  Leicester    12  0  0 

Gossage,  W.,  &  Sons  (Limited),  Wednesbury  13  0  0 

Hudson,  R.  S.,  Liverpool    18  0  0 

Martin,  Harris  &  Co.,  Stratford    10  0  0 

Reckitt  &  Co.  (Limited),  Hull    20  0  0 

Rysley,  Richard,  Liverpool    . .       . .       . .       . .  10  0  0 

Turner,  Luke  &  Co.,  Leicester    29  0  0 


Steuart,  David  Vincent,  Albert  Chemical  Works,  Claydon,  near  Man- 
chester, and  North  Leigh,  Hyltou  Park,  Prestwich,  near  Manchester, 
chemical  manufacturer.  Trustee,  Thomas  W.  Handley,  4a  Booth- 
Street,  Manchester,  accountant.  Dated  December  6 ;  filed  December  13. 
Secured  creditors,  3,585?.  0s.  lOd. ;  unsecured  liabilities,  1,693Z.  14s.  9d. ; 
estimated  net  assets,  263?.  9s.  Wd.    The  following  are  scheduled  as 


creditors  : — 

£  j.  d. 

Ashton  Gas  Company,  Ashton-under-Lyne         . .  64  0  0 

Bankers'  claims  ..                ..    423  0  0 

Bird,  Isaac,  Manchester    68  0  0 

Bradbury  &  Hirsch,  Liverpool    868  0  0 

Oldham  Corporation,  Oldham    120  0  0 

Overseers  of  Clayton,  Manchester   32  0  0 

Sutton,  J.,  Manchester   60  0  0 

Sutton,  J.  J.,  Manchester    15  0  0 
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Scott's  Emulsion, 

A  Talk  with  Mb.  Davis,  of  Scott  &  Bowne 
(Limited). 


THE  cod-liver  oil  season  having  set  in,  it  occurred  to  one 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  staff  that  a  chat  with 
the  proprietors  of  the  popular  "  Scott's  Emulsion  "  would  be 
productive  of  some  interesting  matter.  When  he  suggested 
that  to  Mr.  Davis,  the  managing  director  of  the  British 
branch,  that  gentleman  showed  but  little  inclination  to 
unburden  his  soul  beyond  the  remark,  evident  to  anyone 
who  watched  the  busy  hive  of  the  firm's  headquarters  in 
Farringdon  Street  with  an  intelligent  eye,  that  trade  was 
pretty  brisk  with  them.  Gradually,  however,  Mr.  Davis 
began  to  impart  to  his  interviewer  the  bits  of  the  firm's 
history,  and  of  his  views  on  trade  generally,  which  are  duly 
and  veraciously  set  forth  below  : — Mr.  Davis  has  had  many 
years'  experience  of  the  cod- liver  oil  emulsion  business.  He 
introduced  the  firm's  speciality  in  parts  of  the  United  States 
many  years  ago — in  fact,  his  connection  with  the  prepara- 
tion is  only  two  years  younger  than  Scott's  emulsion  itself, 
and  that  was  first  offered  to  the  trade  in  1874  At  a  later 
period  in  his  career,  Mr.  Davis  planted  the  emulsion -banner 
in  Australia,  in  India,  in  China,  and  through  the  Ear  East, 
and,  after  several  years'  sojourn  at  the  Antipodes,  he,  in 
1890,  joined  the  English  branch  of  the  firm,  then  managed 
by  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Scott,  who  died  m  the  same  year,  "  The 
American  and  the  British  firms",  however,  are  quite  distinct 
— quite  distinct !  "  added  Mr.  Davis,  after  this  brief  sketch 
of  hii  career.  "  And  as  some  of  your  readers  may  possibly 
harbour  national  prejudices,  I  should  like  it  to  go  forth  that 
the  emulsion  we  sell  on  this  side  is  manufactured  in  England 
by  British  workmen." 

'*  You  have,  in  fact  (you  and  the  New  York  House)  divided 
the  world  between  you  1 " 

"  Precisely.  America  for  the  Americans  is  our  motto.  The 
Monroe  doctrine  is  in  full  force  with  our  New  York  house, 
who  have  a  big  export-trade  with  Spanish  America,  the 
West  Indies,  Br?zil,ani  so  forth.  For,  strange  though  it 
may  seem,  people  in  the  tropics  have  taken  very  kindly  to 
oar  preparation,  largely,  no  doubt,  on  account  of  the  ex- 
cellence with  which  it  stands  high  and  moist  temperatures. 
In  the  Eastern  hemisphere  London  is  our  headquarters,  but 
we  have  factories  of  our  own  in  France,  in  Italy,  in  Spain, 
and  in  Portugal.  Why  ?  Partly  because  the  duties  on 
manufactured  articles  are  very  high  in  those  countries ; 
partly  because  their  laws  demand  the  disclosure  of  the  for- 
mula of  imported  preparations  such  as  ours.  As  you  know, 
one  of  the  partners  in  our  New  York  house,  Mr.  Alfred 
Bowne  Scott,  lives  in  Europe,  in  Geneva,  and  he  pays  us  a 
business  visit  from  time  to  time." 

"  I  should  like  to  have  your  views  on  the  ever-prominent 
cutting-question,  Mr.  Davis." 

"  Well,  I  don't  care  to  say  very  much  on  that  subject,  but 
our  position  in  brief  is  this : — Our  American  firm  have  tried 
time  after  time  to  formulate  a  satisfactory  anti-cutting 
scheme,  but  always  without  success.  There  is  a  notorious 
house  of  drug-jobbers  in  the  U.S.,  who  have  broken  down 
every  drug-trade  boycott  that  has  been  organised  to  prevent 
them  from  cutting  prices.  At  last  it  was  seen  that  the 
making  of  a  workable  anti-cutting  scheme  is  one  of  those 
things  that  defy  the  wit  of  man,  and  we  have  let  things  take 
their  course.  Besides,  there  is  another  point  I  want  to  call 
your  attention  to.  You  know  as  well  as  anyone  that  the 
habit  of  substitution  flourishes  among  chemists  here  as  much 
as  anywhere  else.  Now,  would  it  not  be  fair,  if  we  undertook 
to  secure  to  the  retailer  the  full  price  of  our  goods,  that 
he  should  bind  himself,  on  his  part,  never  to  substi- 
tute any  other  emulsion,  not  even  his  own,  in  cases 
where  '  Scott's '  was  ordered  1  Surely  what  is  sauce  for 
the  gander  is  sauce — or  emulsion — for  the  goose.  If  we 
protect  the  chemist,  he  should  protect  us  ;  but  how  many  of 
them,  do  you  think,  would  sign  such  an  undertaking  ?  The 
bulk  of  our  goods  is  sold  through  pharmacists,  but  we  do 
not  deal  directly  with  them  all — principally  because  we 
accept  no  order  below  10Z.  in  value.  Oar  chief  trade  is  with 
wholesale  houses." 


Grat>e  motes. 


Messes.  Bennett,  Sons  &  Shears  (Limited),  of  167 
Kingsland  Eoad,  London,  N.E.,  have  purchased  the  business, 
stock,  and  tools  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Niblett,  of  Rainbow  Street, 
Camberwell,  S  E  ,  engineer  and  pill-machinery  manufacturer, 
and  have  engaged  him  to  manage  and  represent  them  in  this 
department.  They  will  henceforth  manufacture  all  his 
patented  machines. 

Messes.  Dennis  di  Luggo  &  Co.,  7  Idol  Lane,  E.C.,  have 
produced  a  handsome  showcard  for  the  "  Duca  di  Corigliano  " 
liquorice-juice.  It  is  an  embossed  card  with  the  lettering 
in  silver,  but  in  the  centre  is  a  facsimile  of  two  sticks  of 
the  liquorice  crossed,  and  so  true  to  nature  as  to  make  the 
mouth  water.  A  copy  of  the  showcard  will  be  sent  to  any 
chemist  who  asks  for  it. 

The  old  firm  of  Osborne,  Bauer  &  Cheeseman,  wholesale 
perfumers,  of  Golden  Square,  which  business  has  been  latterly 
carried  on  by  Messrs.  E.  Cheeseman  and  J.  Holdsworth,  is 
reinforced  by  the  admission  of  Mr.  Holdsworth's  son,  Mr. 
James  Eldridge  Holdsworth,  into  partnership.  Mr.  J.  E. 
Holdsworth,  after  studying  chemistry  at  Kicg's  College,  has 
been  at  work  in  perfume -factories  at  Grasse,  and  brings  the 
practical  experience  gained  there  to  the  service  of  his  firm. 

Spbatt's  Patent  (Limited),  Henry  Street,  8.E.,  have 
again  published  a  hanging  wall-calendar  with  a  page  for 
each  month  of  the  year.  Each  page  contains  on  the  front  a 
portrait  of  a  champion  dog  or  a  group  of  poultry  and  cage 
birds,  and  at  the  back  of  each  page  there  is  valuable 
technical  information  regarding  the  various  breeds  of  dogs, 
practical  advice  as  to  the  rearing  of  poultry  and  cage  birds, 
and  a  glossary  of  the  technical  terms  used  by  dog  and 
poultry  fanciers.  The  drawings  are  excellent  and  the 
information  most  useful.  A  copy  of  the  calendar  will  be 
posted  to  any  chemist  who  encloses  a  penny  stamp  with  his 
application,  which  must  be  sent  soon. 

Christmas  geniality  is  budding-out  in  our  advertisement 
pages.  We  find  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.  (of  Liverpool), 
Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb  (of  London),  and  Messrs. 
Evans  &  Sons  (of  Canada)  filling  an  expensive  space  on  our 
front  cover  to  offer  us  all  the  good  old  wishes.  Messrs. 
Blondeau  &  Cie.  and  Messrs.  John  Sanger  &  Sons  call  special 
attention  to  goods  suitable  for  Christmas  presents,  and  the 
Camwal  Company  recommend  their  products  for  Christmas 
parties.  We  may  also  in  this  connection  refer  to  the  an- 
nouncements made  by  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson, 
Messrs.  Lynch  &  Co.  (Limited),  and  the  Chemists' Association 
(Limited)  in  regard  to  closing  for  holidays  and  stocktaking. 
All  these  will  close  their  warehouses,  of  course,  on  Christmas 
Day  and  the  day  following  ;  besides,  Messrs.  Maw  and  the 
Chemists'  Association  will  close  for  stocktaking  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  December  30  and  31,  and  Messrs.  Lynch  will 
close  for  stocktaking  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  December  27 
and  28. 


Undeb  the  specious  title  of  "  The  Indian  Druggist "  a 
private  firm  at  Cawnpore  publish  a  monthly  circular  which — 
should  it  continue  to  exist — is  likely  to  afford  some  merri- 
ment to  its  readers.  No.  1  was  a  good  specimen  of  English 
as  she  is  wrote,  and  No.  2  fully  maintains  that  reputation. 
Says  the  "  Editor  "  sententiously  : — "  *  *  The  medical  pro- 
fession as  much  as  is  of  no  politics,  its  objects  are  to  battle 
with  disease,  to  relieve  suffering,  save  life  and  promote  the 
health  and  welfare  of  the  people. — All  these  good  qualities 
of  a  medical  man  can  be  effected  when  he  has  his  surgical 
instruments  in  order  and  his  medicines  genuine,  otherwise 
his  skill  may,  if  not  totally  fail,  not  work  to  the  point 
desired."  He  then  announces  that  he  proposes  to  pass  in 
review  successively  all  the  drugs  of  the  Indian  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  starts  off : — "  We  commence  with  Cera  (Mom)  which 
naturally  includes  Mel  (Shahad),  but  before  touching  the 
subject  we  fall  upon  the  insect  Bee,  the  source  of  the  produce 
of  both  these  valuable  drugs."  And  fall  upon  the  bee  he 
does,  there  and  then,  with  more  disastrous  results,  perhaps, 
to  grammar  and  syntax  than  to  the  insect. 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyers  It 
should  be  remembered  that  the 
quotations  in  this  section  are 
invariably  the  Iciresl  net  cash 
prices  actually  paid  for  large 
ftumtUtcs  in  tali.  In  many  eases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Further  points  ichich  should  be  borne  in  mind 
are  that  distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for 
many  articles  the  range  of  quality  Js  very  wide. 


42  CAJSTNON  STBEET,  E.G.,  December  19. 

THERE  are  not  very  many  changes  to  report  in  the  drag 
and  chemical  markets  this  week.  In  fine  chemicals, 
quinine  has  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention,  a  large 
business  having  been  done  at  rising  prices.  Morphia  is  also 
firmer,  and  an  advance  is  looked  for  in  cocaine.  The  posi- 
tion of  iodine  has  undergone  no  change.  There  are  rumours 
of  a  breakdown  of  the  syndicate,  but  these  are  at  present 
unconfirmed.  Cream  of  tartar  is  just  a  little  easier. 
Chrysophanic  acid  is  again  reported  slightly  better,  and 
sugar  of  milk  is  very  firmly  held.  Glycerine  unaltered.  Codeia 
shows  no  change,  but  for  carbolic  acid  higher  rates  are  asked 
In  the  drug-market  we  have  to  report  a  considerable  busi- 
ness at  higher  rates  in  opiam.  Citronella  and  lemongrass 
oils  are  also  a  little  firmer  again,  but  star-anise  and  cassia 
show  no  change.  Gum  tragacanth  is  reported  again  higher 
for  good  qualities.  Italian  oils  are  dull,  except  sweet  orange, 
which  is  higher.  Crude  camphor  has  been  sold  at  slightly  lower 
rates,  and  saffron  is  decidedly  easier.  Balsam  Peru  and  orris- 
root  show  an  easier  tendency.  Tolu  balsam  and  colocynth  are 
very  firm.  Higher  prices  are  asked  for  stavesacre-seed.  A 
fair  business  has  been  done  in  Brazilian  ipecacuanha,  and 
some  sales  have  been  made  in  Alexandrian  senna.  Spermaceti 
keeps  exceedingly  firm,  and  castor  oil  is  tending  dearer.  In 
drysalteries  and  oils  there  are  few  changes.  Quicksilver  has 
been  reduced  in  price,  but  subsequently  raised  again,  by 
the  exporters.  Shellac  is  lower.  Sulphate  of  copper  also 
slightly  easier.  Sodas  and  potashes  generally  unchanged, 
Arsenic  is  slightly  firmer.  Coal-tar  distillation  products 
continue  to  tend  upwards,  benzole  being  again  quoted  higher. 
Oil  of  myrbane  is  considered  very  firm.  Persian  galls  firmly 
held.  Japan  wax  rather  higher.  The  spice -market  has 
been  very  quiet,  and  there  are  no  changes  of  any  importance, 
in  this  department.  At  to-day's  sales  of  varnish  gums, 
fine  Kowrie  was  5s.  dearer,  three-quarter-scraped  kinds 
were  from  Is.  to  2s.  higher.  Copal  gum  and  animi  firm 
at  recent  rates.  Central  American  indigo  sold  to-day 
with  good  competition  at  an  advance  of  2d.  to  3d. 
per  lb.  for  medium  to  good  qualities,  while  common 
were  2d.  per  lb.  lower.  Rape  oil  is  quoted  at  23s. 
to  23s.  6d.  for  crude,  and  24s.  6d.  to  24s.  9d.  for  refined 
Linseed  and  cotton  oils  weak,  cocoanut,  palm,  and  olive 
unchanged.  Turpentine  is  steadier,  at  20s.  \\A.  for  Ame- 
rican on  the  spot.  Petroleum  unchanged,  American  at 
from  7^.  to  8^d  ,  according  to  quality  ;  Russian,  6}^.  to 
6if1  per  gallon.  The  Bank-rate  is  unstangsd  at  2  per 
cent.,  and  bar-silver  is  3Q?d.  per  oz. 


Our  American  correspondent,  cabling  on  Thursday, 
states  that  carbolic  acid  crystals  are  quoted  at  13J  cents. 

Borax  is  unsettled  at  6  cents  per  lb.  Caffeine 
Cablegram.   is  D0W  quoted  at  #6.50  per  lb.    There  has  been 

very  heavy  speculative  buying  in  quiDine,  and 
the  German  brands  have  been  advanced  from  25  to  28  cents 
per  oz.,  domestic  makes  being  quoted  in  the  usual  proportion. 
Cinchonidine  offers  at  2|  cents  per  oz.  Opium  is  very  firm  at 
$1  85  per  lb.  for  fair  druggists'  varieties.  Morphia  is  also 
firmly  held  and  tendiDg  higher.  The  price  of  lithia  salts 
has  been  advanced  this  week.  Glycerine  in  drums  is  quoted 
at  17  cents  per  lb.  for  double-distilled.  Norwegian  cod-liver 
oil  is  held  for  $1.67,  and  Newfoundland  for  80  cents  per 
American  gallon. 


Our  Smyrna  correspondent  telegraphed  on  Thursday  even- 
ing last  (too  late  for  insertion  in  that  week's  issue)  that  the 
opium  market  was  advancing  and  that  sales  of 

Telegram.  *>0  cases  fair  manufacturing  opium  had  been 
made  at  an  increase  of  fid.  per  lb.  on  the 
previous  quotation.  Telegraphing  again  on  Wednesday  night 
of  this  week  our  correspondent  states  that  since  his  last 
telegram  200  cases  of  opium,  fair  manufacturing,  have  been 
sold  at  the  equivalent  of  7s.  6d.  per  lb.  f.o.b.,  and  Druggists' 
kind  at  that  of  7s.  Id.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  The  market  closes  with 
a  very  steady  feeliDg. 


From  January  1  next  the  right  of  German  perfumers  to 
use  duty-free  alcohol  in  their  manufactures  is  abolished,  and 
a  general  increase  in  the  price  of  perfumes  in 
Perfumery   Germany  is  therefore  expected.    Dp  to  the 
present  no  definite  arrangements  seem  to  have 
been  made  as  regards  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  exported 
perfumes,  but  it  is  expected  that  arrangements  will  soon 
be  sanctioned  under  which  this  business,  which  is  said  to 
have  developed  largely  of  recent  years,  will  suffer  no  injury. 


Rich  deposits  of  mercury  have  been  discovered,  so  local 
papers  say,  in  Daghestan,  in  the  Caucasus.    The  metal 

occurs  in  these  deposits  as  cinnabar,  the  sul- 
MQu?cksifver"  Pn ur  c|>mP0url<l,  an<l  is  reported  to  contain  on 

an  average  no  less  than  73  per  cent,  of  pure 
mercury.  A  syndicate  of  St.  Petersburg  capitalists  has  ac- 
quired the  monopoly- rights  for  working  the  mines. 


A  foreign  official  report  on  the  trade  of  Formosa,  which 
has  just  been  published,  devotes  considerable  space  to  art 
account  of  the  camphor- business  in  the  island; 

Camphor.  la8t  year-  's  stated  tnat)  80  far  as  German 
trade  and  industry  are  concerned,  camphor  is 
the  most  important  exported  article  from  the  island.  The 
camphor- distilling  and  exporting  industry  in  Formosa  itself 
is  largely  in  the  hands  of  German  houses,  the  other  firms 
connected  with  the  industry,  except  Chinese,  being  of  little 
account.  In  the  second  place,  the  Formosa  camphor,  which 
is  almost  all  exported  to  the  emporium  of  Hong  Eong,  is 
largely  reshipped  from  there  by  German  houses,  and  a 
German  steamship  company  possesses  almost  a  monopoly  of 
the  carrying-trade  of  camphor  to  Hamburg,  Havre,  and 
London,  because  it  has  special  arrangements  in  its  steamers 
for  the  carriage  of  the  article,  and  has  entered  into  freight- 
contracts  with  the  exporter?,  extending  over  many  years. 
Much  of  the  Formosa  camphor  is  also  actually  employed  in 
Germany  in  the  manufacture  of  cellulose  products,  &c.  Of 
the  output  of  the  island  about  10  per  cent,  finds  its  way  to 
India,  12  to  15  per  cent,  to  Havre,  the  rest  being  taken  in 
almost  equal  shares  by  London  and  Hamburg.  The  follow- 
ing figures  show  the  enormous  development  of  the  camphor- 
industry  of  Formosa  during  the  last  few  years : — 


Exports  in  pieuls..  1,335 


1889 
4,177 


1890 
7,244 


1891 
18.882 


1893 
33,319 


1894 
39,547 


Up  till  1889  the  export  of  camphor  from  Formosa  only 
amounted  to  one-eleventh  of  the  output;  in  Japan.    In  1891 
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they  equalled  that  output,  and  at  present  they  are  more 
than  twice  as  large.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  up  to 
the  present  this  great  development  of  the  industry  has  taken 
place  under  the  most  difficult  conditions  imaginable — viz  ,  a 
primitive  manner  of  distillation,  the  difficulty  which  the 
dealers  had  in  obtaining  security  for  the  money  advanced 
by  them  to  the  producers,  and  the  levying  of  a  licence-tax 
by  the  late  Chines-?  Government,  equalling  from  60  to  70 
per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  product.  To  this  must  be 
added  the  constant  disturbances  in  the  industry  by  the 
attacks  of  the  savage  aborigines,  in  consequence  of  which 
in  1893  one  of  the  richest  districts — that  of  Tokoham — in 
the  north  of  the  island,  which  produces  about  12,000  piculs 
per  year,  was  abandoned  altogether.  The  production  of 
camphor  in  Formosa  is  still  capable  of  enormous  develop- 
ment, as  there  are  huge  camphor-forests  in  the  interior 
in  which  no  tree  has  ever  been  touched. 


Acid  (Caebglic)  remains  exceedingly  firm,  though 
business  has  not  been  very  brisk  in  the  article  lately. 
Crystals,  39°  to  40:  C,  must  again  be  quoted  slightly  higher 
since  our  last  report — viz,,  at  Q^d.  to  6^d.  per  lb. ;  34°  to 
35°  C.  Crystals  could  probably  not  be  had  now  below  6d., 
while  in  some  instances  even  more  is  asked.  Crude  60  per- 
cent, is  quoted  at  Is.  8d.  to  Is.  8\d.  per  gallon,  75-per-cent. 
at  Is.  lid.  to  2s  per  gallon. 

Acid  (Chbysophanic).— We  believe  that  B.P.  acid  of 
German  manufacture  may  still  be  had  at  19s.  6d.  per  lb., 
but  a  fairly  large  quantity  of  English  is  said  to  have  been 
sold  this  week  at  the  high  price  of  2  Is.  per  lb. 

Acid  (CitbicV — Very  steady,  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  being  the 
English  manufacturers'  price,  while  lots  in  second-hand,  or 
from  other  makers,  offer  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  The  quotation  for 
Concentrated  lemon-juice  has  slightly  risen  lately,  13Z.  15s. 
per  pipe  f.o.b.  being  now  asked. 

Acid  (Salicylic)  — The  imports  of  salicylic  acid  into 
Japan  have  increased  from  72,027  lbs.,  worth  #171,641,  in 
the  first  six  months  of  1894.  to  126,167  lbs.,  worth  #201,269, 
in  the  first  half-year  of  1895. 

Acid  (TABTABIC)  unchanged.  English  (B  P.)  at  Is.  2d., 
Foreign  at  Is.  l}d.  to  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  For 
delivery  the  English  makeis  are  prepared  to  consider 
suggestions.    The  Germans  ask  Is.  Ifd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Arsenic.— Exceedingly  firm  and  tending  higher.  Best 
white  powder  is  now  quoted  at  16Z.  landed  terms,  though 
perhaps  15Z.  15s.  might  still  be  taken. 

Balsam  Peru  has  been  rather  weaker  since  our  last 
report,  but  at  the  close  of  the  drug-market  this  week  the 
tendency  is  again  slightly  firmer.  Bids  of  9s.  per  lb.  for 
good  quality  and  direct  import  would,  however,  still  be 
■entertained.  It  is  said  that  business  has  been  done  at 
that  figure.  Some  of  the  principal  German  drug-firms 
complain  that,  whereas  formerly  Peruvian  balsam  was  sent  ex- 
clusively to  London,  Hamburg,  and  Bremen,  the  exporters 
in  Central  America  have  lately  consigned  parcels  directly  to 
consumers  all  over  the  Continent ;  hence  the  few  firms  who 
formerly  ruled  the  market  have  lost  control  over  the  article, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  imports  have  greatly  exceeded  the 
requirements.  It  is  feared  that  several  of  the  consignees  of 
the  article,  who  are  scattered  in  many  places,  will  presently  be 
anxious  to  sell  at  any  price,  and  consequently  bring  down 
quotations  to  the  ultimate  detriment  of  all  concerned. 

Balsam  Toll  shows  no  change,  the  quotation  being 
from  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  8d.  per  lb.  for  genuine  quality.  No  busi- 
ness is  reported  this  week. 

Bobax. — Up  to  the  present  there  has  been  no  change  in 
the  quotations,  the  syndicate  quoting  20s  for  refined  Crystals 
and  21s.  for  Powder,  while  their  prices  for  Boracic  acid  are 
30s.  and  32s.  per  cwt.  respectively.  Oatside  manufacturers 
quote  about  6d.  below  these  figures. 

Caffeine.—  Quiet,  but  unchanged,  at  from  18s.  to  19s. 
per  lb.,  according  to  q-.antity. 

Camphoe  (Crude). — Some  quantity  of  Formosa  camphor 
has  been  sold  this  week  at  rather  easier  prices — viz.,  from 
180s.  to  1S2.S-.  6i.  per  cwt,  cif.  terms,  for  December  to 
February  shipment.    It  is  also  reported  that  some  Japan 


camphor,  same  shipment,  has  changed  hands  at  185s.  per 
cwt.,  c  i  f.  terms. 

Coal-tab  Pboducts. — Sulphate  of  ammonia:  Unaltered, 
at  91.  for  Beckton  and  81.  12s.  Qd.  for  other  London  makes  ; 
Hull  and  Leith  are  slightly  easier,  at  31.  lis.  3d.  Benzoic  is 
very  strong,  and  dearer :  for  90's  2s.  1\d.  per  gallon  has  been 
paid,  and  as  much  as  2s.  6d.  is  now  asked  ;  50's  are  quoted 
at  2s.  2d  per  gallon.  The  demand  lately  has  chiefly  been 
for  the  90's.  Aniline  oil  remains  very  firm,  at  from  8d.  to 
9d.  asking  price.  Refined  tar,  lis.  to  lis  6d.  per  barrel ; 
Crude  l%d.  per  gallon.  Pitch,  37s.  to  37s  6d.\  f.o.b.  Toluol 
is  again  dearer,  at  Is.  9d.  to  Is.  lOd.  per  gallon. 

Cocaine. — One  of  the  German  manufacturers  has  raised 
his  price  to  15s.  9d.  per  oz.  for  wholesale  quantities ;  the 
others  have  made  no  change  as  yet,  but  they  say  that  they 
expect  higher  prices  daily. 

Cochineal. — Fair  black  Teneriffe  has  been  sold  privately 
at  Is.  2d.,  and  Qrey  at  Is.  H\d.  per  lb. 

Codeia  may  be  had  at  10s.  per  oz  ,  and  has  not  as  yet 
shown  signs  of  advancing,  although  the  chief  consuming 
season  has  now  arrived. 

Colocynth. — Fine  Syrian  colocynth  is  offering  at  2.?.  10*2. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms.  A  new  arrival  is  expected  in  Liverpool 
next  week. 

Cosdubango  has  become  somewhat  scarce  recently,  and 
the  price  has  risen  to  5d.  or  b\d.  per  lb.  for  good  quality. 

Coppbb  Sulpate  rather  easier.  Ordinary  brands  on  the 
spot  are  quoted  at  151.  10s. ;  Liverpool,  at  15Z.  15s  ,  f  o.b. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Slightly  easing  off  so  far  as  Crystals 
are  concerned,  which  may  now  be  had  at  least  Is.  below  last 
week's  quotation — viz.,  at  93s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot.  Best 
white  powder  is  still  quoted  at  98s.  per  cwt.  The  Bordeaux 
quotation  is  87s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b. 

Galangal. — Good  qualities  are  scarce,  and  held  for 
higher  rates. 

Galls. — Persian  galls  are  firmly  held,  but  very  little 
business  is  taking  place  in  them.  Green  and  white  varieties 
are  in  very  small  supply.  Blue  Bassorah  galls  are  quoted  at 
52s.  to  52s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Sales  of  rather  common  Smyrna 
galls  have  been  made  at  comparatively  low  prices  lately. 
Good  quality  is  held  for  44s.  to  45s.  per  cwt. 

Glycebine. —  G'Ms's  double  distilled,  s.g.  1260  (from 
saponified  glycerine),  offers  at  from  71s  per  cwt.  up  to  9%d. 
per  lb.,  according  to  quantity  and  packages.  Price's  is 
nominally  ouoted  at  the  same  figure,  but  the  makers  are  full 
of  orders  at  present.  Lever's  is  also  sold  for  some  months 
ahead.  The  German  brands  remain  unchanged,  at  from 
70s.  to  77s.  6^.  per  cwt.,  according  to  holder. 

Insect-flowees. — Fine  qualities  are  scarce,  but  there  is 
still  a  plentiful  supply  of  ordinary  descriptions.  It  is  said 
that  outside  Trieste  there  is  very  little  stock  in  the  pro- 
ducing country,  and  that  an  advance  is  likely  early  next 
year,  when  the  demand  will  again  set  in. 

Iodine  shows  no  alteration.  The  syndicated  manufacturers 
do  not  quote  any  price  at  present,  and  it  is  said  that  no 
further  news  is  expected  until  next  year.  It  is  reported  that 
one  firm  on  the  West  Coast  of  South  America  has  been 
shipping  a  lot  of  iodine  to  the  Continent  lately  behind  the 
backs  of  the  syndicate,  and  that  part  of  this  has  been  sent 
to  England  and  sold  in  competition  with  the  convention 
stuff. 

Ipecacuanha. — A  fair  amount  of  business  is  said  to  have 
been  done  for  export  privately,  and  a  considerable  part  of 
the  root  bought  in  at  the  last  drug  sales  is  said  to  have  been 
sold  since  on  the  basis  of  4s.  lid.  to  5s.  for  good  sound 
annulated  Brazilian. 

Liquorice-boot. — Common  rough  Persian  continues  to 
sell  at  the  recent  quotations  from  6.?  up  to  7s.  6d.  Decorti- 
cated remains  quoted  at  20s.  per  c  wt.  At  auction  last  w.ek 
dull  root  sold  at  6s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Manna  has  become  easier  in  price  again  lately,  and  the 
quotations  are  among  the  lowest  on  record. 

Morphia  has  assumed  a  decidedly  firmer  tone  during  the 
las'  fe  v  days,  mainly  in  consequence  of  the  improvement  in 
the  position  of  opium.    The  last  quotation  for  quantities 
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from  the  manufacturers  was  4s.  for  Powder  and  4s.  2d.  per 
oz.  for  Crystals,  bat  the  m  ikers  seem  disinclined  to  book 
further  orders  at  these  races.  Sales  of  powder  were  made 
this  week  at  3s.  lOd.  per  oz  ,  and  afterwards  at  4s.  per  oz. 

Musk  remains  very  quiet ;  but  advice3  from  China  state 
that  the  quotations  are  much  above  the  present  London 
prices,  and  have  advanced  aoout  10  per  cent,  within  the  last 
two  months. 

Oil  (Cod-lives). — The  London  market  shows  no  altera- 
tion, but  it  is  said  that  in  Norway  there  is  scarcely  any  oil 
left. 

Oil  of  Almonds. — Sweet  almond  oil  from  peach-kernels 
shows  a  tendency  towards  a  further  advance,  but  the  English 
makers  still  offer  at  9d.  per  lb ,  and  the  fait  that  oil  from 
almonds  is  obtainable  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  may  prevent  an  in- 
crease in  peach-kernel  c  il. 

Oil  op  Peppermint. — An  American  account  says :  "There 
has  been  a  considerable  amount  of  so-called  '  English'  oil 
offered  from  the  Western  districts  of  the  United  States  this 
year.  Farmers  call  the  plant  '  black  mint.'  Dealers  con- 
sider it  inferior  to  the  American  oil,  and  judging  from 
reports  the  distillers  have  not  been  very  successful  in  selliog 
it  in  its  natural  state.  There  is  reason  for  believing  that  a 
large  portion  of  it  has  been  used  to  mix  with  American  oil. 
It  is  understood  to  be  the  product  of  English  plants,  which 
have  not  become  acclimatised  in  the  soil  of  the  Western 
peppermint  region,  and  are  lacking  in  the  aroma  so  charac- 
teristic of  the  American  p!ant.  Farmers  were  induced  to 
cultivate  the  plants  on  accoant  of  their  la-ge  yield  of  oil  as 
compared  with  the  yield  of  the  American  plant.  It  is  said 
that  there  was  more  so-called '  English'  than  American  oil 
distilled  this  season,  but  that  it  has  nearly  all  disappeared 
from  the  Western  markets."  In  London  the  quotation  for 
H.O.H.  oil  remains  10s  to  10s.  l\d.  per  lb. 

Oils  (Essential). — For  Japanese  peppermint  oil  the 
present  spot  pi  ice  is  8s.  6d.  for  40-per-cenc,  and  7s.  9d  per 
lb.  for  Dementholiscd  oil.  Star-anise  oil  is  obtainable  on  the 
spot  at  10s.  3i ,  and  might,  possibly  be  had  at  10s.,  quota- 
tions being  somewhat  less  firm  For  shipment,  however, 
extreme  rates  are  asked — viz.,  9s.  6d  to  10s  6d.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.  Lemonjrass  oil  remains  very  firm  :  2\d.  has  been  paid 
on  the  spot,  and  a  bid  of  2%d.  c  i.f.  has  been  rejected 
Cinnamon  leaf  oil  has  remained  exceedingly  firm,  nothing 
being  now  to  be  had  below  5d.  per  oz  ;  it  is  even  said  that 
that  figure  has  actually  been  paid.  Oil  of  Cajuput  shows 
no  change.  For  "  Dutch  "  oil  (Macassar)  2s  5d  per  bottle  is 
asked.  Citronellaoilisagaindearei,  2s.  beingasked  onthespot. 
A  considerable  business  is  said  to  have  been  done  for  arrival, 
and  further  transactions  are  expected.  Cassia  oil  shows  no 
change.  Oa  the  spot  very  little  is  offering  ia  the  first  hand, 
and  as  much  as  10s.  6d.  per  lb.  is  mentioned  as  the  quotation 
for  70  per  cent,  to  75  per  cent,  of  oil.  Second-hand  holders, 
however,  who  have  bought  at  comparatively  low  figures, 
have  been  rather  anxious  to  sell  this  week,  and  the  market 
therefore  seem?,  if  anything,  slightly  weaker  To  arrive, 
oil  of  60  per  cent,  to  65  per  cent,  is  being  offered  at  7s  9d. 
per  lb  c.i  f.,  and  55  per  cent,  to  60  per  cent,  at  7s.  to  Is.  3d. 
per  lb.,  c  i.f.  terms,  present  shipment.  Telegrams  received 
to-day  from  Cbica  state  that  the  market  both  for  Cassia 
and  Anise  oil  is  advancing.  Italian  etsences  remain 
quiet  so  far  as  Lemon  and  Bergamot  are  concerned. 
The  first- named  article,  in  fact,  is  pronounced 
slightly  easier  in  some  quarters  running  from  4s  to  4s.  9d. 
per  lb,  f.o.b,  for  good  to  fine  quality,  whiln  -Bergamot  is 
quoted  at  from  10s.  to  12s.  per  lb.,  f  o.b.  In  Sweet  orange  oil 
there  has  been  a  considerable  advance,  amounting  to  irom 
6d.  to  Is.  per  lb.  o  1  the  week,  fine  quality  being  now  quoted 
at  7s.  3d.  per  lb  ,  f.o  b.,  with  prospects  of  a  further  advance. 

Oil  (Wirbanb)  — The  quotations  for  this  article  continue 
to  advance,  in  syujpalhy  with  the  increased  price  of  the  raw 
material,  6|d.  being  now  asked  for  White,  and  6<2.  per  lb.  for 
Bed  oil. 

Opium— This  article  has  attracted  great  interest  this 
week,  and  prices  are  decidedly  firmer  all  round  It  is  said 
that  about  150  cases  have  been  sold  in  London  sinoe  our  last 
report,  mostly  manufacturing  and  druggists'  kinds,  the  chief 
trade  having  been  for  export  to  China,  (soft  thipping  kinds 
are  quoted  at  10s  6d  to  12s  per  lb. ;  gcod  to  nne  druggists' 


at  8s  to  8s.  9d.  per  lb.,  although  some  holders  want  as  much 
as  9s  3d.  per  lb.,  and  a  fine  lot  is  said  to  have  been  sold  at 
8s  9d.  per  lb.,  after  a  bid  of  8s.  6d.  per  lb.  had  been  refused. 
Persian  opium  very  firm;  fine  bricks  at  13s.  6d.,  balls  afc 
12s.  to  13s.  per  lb. 

Orbis. — The  quotations  are  practically  unchanged,  al- 
though the  article  is  tending  somewhat  firmer.  Bast  picked 
Florentine  orris  is  quoted  a"i  61s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  Good 
sorts  at  62s.  6d.  per  cwt ,  c.i.f. 

Patchouli. — Fifteen  bales  very  stalky  leaves  oE  fair 
flavour  were  offered  at  the  last  sate.*,  and  5  of  these  sold  at 
6j<Z.  per  lb. 

Pistachio  Kebnels.— Fine  Sicilian  have  lately  advanced 
about  3d.  perlo.,  the  present  figure  being  2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 

Potash  Salt3;—  Chlorate  is  quiet  at  4fri.  to  H±d.  per  lb , 
f.o.b  Liverpool.  Bromide  unchanged  ac  Is.  3d  per  lb. 
Cyanide,  98  per  cent,  to  100  per  cent.,  offers  at  Is  4d.  to 
Is  5d  per  lb,  Permanganate,  in  small  crystals,  at  65s.  to 
67s  6d.  per  cwt.,  Bichromate  at  4|d.  per  lb  ,  and  Prussiate, 
according  to  brand,  at  from  7fd.  to  3d.  per  lb.  British 
refined  Saltpetre  in  barrels  is  quoted  at  21s.  9d.,  in  kegs  at 
22s.  9d. ;  while  German  offers  at  20s  l\d.  in  barrels,  and 
21s.  4|d.  in  kegs.  Bast  Montreal  potashes  may  be  had  at 
22s  6d.    Pearlashes  at  37s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Quicksilver.— Oa  Friday  last  the  importers  reduced  their 
quotation  by  5s  — viz.,  to  71.  2s.  6d.  per  bottle,  at  which 
price  a  considerable  quantity  was  sold.  After  this  trans- 
action they  raised  their  price  again  to  11.  7s.  6d.  Second- 
hand holders  now  offer  at  11.  4s.  per  bottle. 

Quinine  has  been  very  brisk  this  week,  some  80,000  czr, 
having  sold  at  continually  rising  prices,  the  closing  quotation 
showing  an  advance  of  about  10  per  cent,  since  last 
Thursday.  Second  hand  German  in  bulk  has  been  dealt  in- 
succe:>sively  at  from  12|d.  to  13|d.,  and  we  hear  that  a 
small  parcel  has  been  sold  to-day  at  \3\d.  per  oz.  The 
advance  in  the  price  in  America  is  announced  in  our  New 
York  cablegram.  It  is  said  that  quinine  manufacturers  have 
lately  been  exceedingly  busy,  ana  that  some  of  ihem  have 
had  difficulty  in  keeping  up  with  the  demand. 

Rhubarb.— Quiet.  Importers  are  holding  High  dried 
root  off  the  market  at  comparatively  high  prices — viz  ,  Is, 
per  lb.  for  bold  and  lid.  per  lb.  for  medium  kind,  their 
expectation  being  that  this  variety,  as  well  as  Canton,  will 
shortly  advance. 

Saffron  is  decidedly  lower  than  it  has  been,  and 
the  importers  have  reduced  their  previous  high  quotations 
by  abjuti  Is  6d.  per  lb.  ;  finest  new  Valencia  may  be  had  at 
fiom27s  6d  to  28s  per  In.  Sales  of  superior  Alicante  saf- 
fron have  been  made  at  22s  per  lb.  recently. 

Sandal- wood  Chips — A  lot  of  162  robbins  of  ordinary 
quality  from  Bombay  sold,  subject  to  paying  charges,  at 
3s.  6d.  per  cwt  at  the  last  auctions. 

Santonin. — Unchanged.  From  7s.  3d.  to  7s.  per  lb.  would 
be  accepted  accuiding  to  holder. 

Scammont. — Virgin  resii  scammony  remains  exceedingly 
scarce.  Of  root  55  packages  were  bought  in  la3C  week,  45s.  per 
cwt  being  the  limit  for  part  of  it. 

Senna. — Small  sales  of  fine  Alexandrian  leaves  have 
been  made  privately  at  lOd.  per  lb ,  and  since  then  a  fair 
quantity  of  the  same  grade  has  been  sold  for  shipment  at  a 
price  somewhat  below  that  figare. 

Shellac  still  continues  to  decline  in  price.  At  auction 
540  cases,  offered  without  reserve,  sold  at  a  decline  of  2s.  io- 
3s  on  second  Orange,  4s  on  Garnet,  and  from  5s  to  6s.  cn 
Button  lac,  the  prices  realised  being  as  follows  : — Un worked 
second  Orange  medium  red  to  fine  pale,  100s  to  106s.  ^ 
superior  pale,  113s  to  114s.  ;  Garnet  la i  AC  fiae  detached, 
96s  to  97s  ;  Button,  firots  in  hard  block,  88s.  to  93s.;. 
ordinary  thirds,  83s.  to  84s  per  cw;.  The  nominal  spot 
price  for  TN  Orange  is  102s.,  and  for  AC  Garnet,  98  per  cwt. 
It  is  pointed  out,  however,  that  the  quantity  sold  at  auction 
lately  has  been  unusually  large — viz ,  atout  2,500  cases 
within  tone  weeks — and  that  th  s  fact  partly  accounts  for 
ihe  weanmsM  which  has  further  been  accentuated  by  the 
circumstar  cethat  importers  have  offered  TN  oraDge  for  ship- 
ment as  far  a'read  as  August  next  at  the  very  low  rate  of 
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94s.  per  cwt.,  ci.f.  At  the  close  the  market  is  a  little 
firmer,  with  a  fair  American  demand. 

Speemacbti  — American  refined  is  very  scarce,  Is.  9(2-  per 
lb.  being  now  the  bottom  quotation  on  the  spot.  The  re- 
finers cannot  take  any  more  contracts  for  early  delivery, 
although  Is  8d.  per  lb.  ci.f.  is  still  their  figure. 

Stavesacbe  seed  continues  to  rise,  supplies  being  very 
slight.  On  the  spot  as  much  as  95s  per  cwt.  has  been 
paid,  and  importers  now  require  100s  ,  which,  however,  seems 
rather  an  exaggerated  demand  for  the  present. 

Sugar  of  Milk  keeps  very  firm,  82s.  6d.  per  cwt.  being 
the  quotation  for  pure  quality.  It  is  doubtful  whether  it 
would  still  be  possible  to  buy  at  80s.  per  cwt.  The  scarcity 
will,  no  doubt,  continue,  and  prices  may  further  advance  for 
some  months. 

Tea. — The  market  has  this  week  closed  for  the  year  with 
heavy  sales  of  Indian  teas  and  fairly  heavy  offerings  of 
Ceylon.  Buyers  had  in  mind  the  fact  that  there  would  be 
no  more  sales  till  January  2,  and,  although  it  is  known  that 
there  will  not  be  much  buying  in  the  country  for  the  next 
fortnight,  prices  were  very  steady.  Fine  Assam  teas  are 
getting  dearer  and  dearer,  and  blenders  compete  keenly  for 
standard  liquoring  teas  at  prices  which  are  quite  out  of 
reach  of  the  ordinary  dealer.  Common  Congous  and  Capers 
are  rather  lower,  and  can  be  bought  down  to  3f<2.  for  common 
Tough-leaf  sorts. 

Thymol  remains  very  low  in  price  at  7s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Tragacanth  is  very  firmly  held,  151.  being  now  the 
lowest  quotation  for  fine  first  Persian  grades.  There  has 
been  a  fair  demand  for  qualities  from  11.  to  12Z.  per  cwt , 
but  business  is  restricted  by  the  smallness  of  the  supply  and 
the  great  firmness  of  holders. 

Vanilla. — A  Seychelles  correspondent  writes :  "  Our 
vanilla  industry  has  experienced  great  disappointments  lately ; 
we  have  had  two  wretched  crops  in  succession,  so  that  our 
vanilla  planters  have  made  no  profits  whatever  for  over 
two  years.  However,  when  I  left  Seychelles  at  the  beginning 
of  October  the  vanilla- flowers  were  everywhere  showiDg  up 
well  (in  vanilla-planting  to  get  a  flower  is  half  the  battle 
won),  and  the  Seychellois  were  rejoicing  accordingly.  The 
exports  of  vanilla  from  Mauritius  during  the  last  three  years 
have  been : — 

In       ..      ..    1892  1893  1894 

Kilos   17,100         6,990  4,136 

Wax  (Japan).— Very  firm.  There  is  little  stock  here,  and 
as  it  is  said  that  the  two  principal  shippers  in  Japan  have 
come  to  an  understanding,  higher  quotations  are  antici- 
pated.   The  spot  quotation  for  good  squares  is  30s.  per  cwt. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  amount  of  business  passing  in  heavy  chemicals  is 
fairly  steady,  especially  when  the  time  of  the  year  is  taken 
into  consideration ;  but  there  are  certainly  no  marked  im- 
provements in  values  to  report — if  anything,  the  tendency  is 
more  towards  reductions,  as  is  usual  at.  this  time.  The 
demand  all  round  is  vigorous,  and  most  products  continue  to 
move  steadily.  Stocks  are  not  very  large,  but  they  will  no 
doubt  increase  considerably  during  the  winter  months. 
The  briskness  of  trade  in  the  textile  industries  produces  a 
good  demand  for  home  consumption.  The  glasemakers  are 
also  very  busy,  and  the  demand  for  Saltcakc  is  very 
active.  For  prompt,  quotations  are  25s.  per  ton 
on  rails  makers'  works;  and  for  forward  delivery 
they  range  from  25s.  to  27s  Qd.  Bleaching  porcde-r 
and  _  Alkalies  maintain  a  firm  position  Benzoles 
remain  as  previously  quoted,  with  firm  tone  and  upward 
-tendency.  Crude  30-per-cent.  Naphtha  at  120°  now  stands 
at  about  9±d  to  Wd.  per  gallon.  Solvent  naphtha,  90- per- 
cent ,  at  160°,  Is  6d  per  galJon.  A  niline  oil  and  salt  have 
risen  to  8d.  and  per  lb  respectively,  aod  toe  demand  is 
fully  maintained  Anthracene,  A  and  B  grades,  are  un- 
changed, but  firm  with  good  inquiry.  Acids  all  round  are 
firm.  _  The  luture  position  of  Sulphate  of  ammonia  i?  still  a 
question  of  much  uncertainty.  Theie  is  no  Oou  t,  however, 
that  the  tone  in  the  article  is  decidedly  weak  and  the  value 
is  only  about   81.  lis.  3d  per  ton  f.o.b.  L'ith,  Hull,  or 
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Liverpool.  Last  week  the  exports  from  Leith  amounted  to 
487  tons.  Barium  compounds,  especially  the  Chloride  (both 
calcined  and  in  crystals) and  precipitated  Sulphate  (blancfixe), 
meet  with  good  inquiry  and  are  selling  freely.  Cottonseed  and 
Linseed- cake  are  fairly  steady  as  regards  price,  but  only  quiet 
so  far  as  turnover  is  concerned.  Sulphate  of  copper  is  easy. 
Acetates  of  lime  are  moving  steadily.  Yellow  prussiate  of 
potash  is  in  good  request.  For  Caustic  soda,  Soda  crystals, 
and  Soda  ash  (caustic  and  carbonated)  there  is  a  tolerably 
good  inquiry  and  prices  are  fully  maintained.  Recovered 
sulphur  moves  briskly.  In  the  Oil  market  there  are  few 
changes  to  report ;  values  keep  steady,  but  business  is  not 
extensive.  Liverpool  makes  of  Linseed-oil  in  export  casks 
are  quoted  20s.  9d.  to  2Ls.  6d.  per  cwt. 

The  Amsterdam  Drug- market. 

Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  writing  after  last  Thursday's 
cinchona  sales  states  that  a  very  firm  feeling  prevailed  at 
those  auctions,  and  that  it  seemed  apparent  that  the  quinine 
manufacturers  were  anxious  to  have  the  unit  quoted  higher 
than  in  the  November  sale  and  therefore  competed  briskly 
at  prices  ranging  up  to  3c.  per  unit.  Of  the  5,682  packages 
offered  5,249  found  buyers,  the  quantity  bought  in  repre- 
senting the  equivalent  of  1,638  kilos,  of  sulphate  of  quinine. 
It  is  expected  that  at  the  forthcoming  January  sale  a  further 
small  advance  in  price  will  be  established.  The  richest  lot 
at  auction  consisted  of  10  bales  of  crushed  Ledgcriana  bark 
analysing  10  70  per  cent.  It  sold  at  42c.  per  half- kilo., 
while  a  parcel  of  11  bales  from  the  same  plantation  analysing 
only  1040  per  cent,  realised  42jC.  per  half-kilo.  The 
difference  between  the  officially  published  analyses  and 
those  made  privately  by  the  manufacturers  seems  to  have 
been  larger  than  usual.  A  few  lots  of  bark  even  realised 
above  4c.  per  unit,  but  others  sold  as  low  as  2^c.  Druggists' 
barks  in  quill  were  quite  neglected  and  only  a  few  lots  sold. 
The  average  quality  offering  however  was  very  unsatisfactory. 
Since  the  Java  cinchona- bark  sale  of  December  12,  41  bales 
containing  about  152  kilos,  of  sulphate  of  quinine  and  64 
cases  of  quill  bark,  which  were  bought  in  at  the  auctions, 
have  been  sold  privately  at  very  satisfactory  prices.  A  sale 
of  fully  300  packages  of  Java  bark,  which  had  not  been  offered 
in  public  auction  at  all,  has  also  been  made.  No  details  are 
known,  but  it  is  said  that  the  unit  paid  was  fully  3c.  The 
reports  from  the  Continental  quinine  factories  indicate  a 
brisk  demand  for  the  manufactured  article. 

The  Smyrna  Opium  Market. 

Our  Smyrna  correspondent,  writing  on  December  7,  states 
that  the  sales  for  the  week  endiDg  on  the  da'e  of  his 
letter  amount  to  24  cases,  viz.,  new  Bogahaditz  talequale  at 
the  equivalent  of  7s  4rf.,  new  Tcrli  talequale  at  7s.  3d.  and 
new  current  ditto  at  7s  Id.  per  lb.  f.o  b.  All  this  was  new 
crop  opium.  Two  cases  of  fair  seconds  sold  at  7s  2d.  per  lb. 
f.o.b.  The  arrivals  up  to  date  were  3.081  cases  against  1  981 
at  the  same  time  of  last  year.  The  stock  in  first  and  second 
hand  amounted  to  3,136  cases.  The  business  has  been 
entirely  confined  lately  to  small  speculators,  the  large  holders 
refusing  even  to  look  at  the  article.  It  is  thought  that  if 
con  sumers  will  refrain  from  buying  up  till  the  end  of  January 
a  drop  of  from  Qd  to  8d.  psr  lb.  is  sure  to  occur. 

The  Liverpool  Drug  market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  December  18,  says 
that  the  nearness  of  the  Christmas  holidays  is  affecting  many 
departments  of  the  drug  market,  and  net  much  further 
but-iness  is  now  expected  before  the  turn  of  the  year.  Gum 
Acacia  (Soudan  sorts)  continues  to  meet  with  a  limited 
inquiry,  and  the  stock  is  diminishing  slowly  without 
change  in  pi  ices,  quotations  being  maintained  at  from 
47s.  Qd.  to  60s.  per  cwt.  Other  qualifies  remain  scarce,  and 
relatively  high  prices  have  been  realised  for  the  few  sale3 
effected.  Chilian  Spermaceti  is  still  held  for  Is.  9d.  per  lb., 
but  orders  in  quantity  might  shade  this  priie  a  trifl?.  There 
has  been  very  heavy  business  in  pile  2  Chilian,  honey,  the 
market  being  practically  cleared  of  the  grade  at  21s.  Qd.  cwt., 
and  there  are  further  enquiries  on  the  market  for  the  lower 
grades.  Pile  X.  has  sold  at  32s.  Qd.  to  35s  and^iZelat 
27s  Qd  to  28s  per  cwt.  Canary-s^cd  is  unaltered  at  33s.  to 
34s  per  quarter  for  good  bright  Turkish.  Fourteen  cases  of 
Araroha,  which  have  been  lyir  g  in  warehouse  some  time,  have 
been  sold  this  week  on  private  tt  rms. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 


In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  shoidd  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


The  Accent  on  the  "  The." 

Sib,—  Many  years  ago  one  of  our  customers  was  in  trouble 
with  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  for  exposing  "  penny  " 
boxes  of  pills  on  a  window- card  headed,  "  Try  the  Liver 
Pills."  The  "the"  was  nob,  we  think,  underlined.  See 
page  318  of  our  current  catalogue. 

Yours  faithfully, 

1  and  3  King  Edward  Street,       F.  Newbeby  &  Sons. 
Newgate  Street,  E.C.,  December  13. 


Definite  Article  (222/40)  sends  us  label  headed, 
"  The  Lozenges  for  Indigestion.  Dose :  One  or  two  as 
occasion  requires."  This  was  submitted  to  Somerset  House 
in  October,  and  returned  stamped  "Not  Liable  to  Duty," 
but  the  word  "The"  was  crossed  through,  and  the  word 
"  Omit"  was  written  at  the  side. 


Mr.  W.  Paine  (WesVbury-on-Trym)  states  that  as  far 
back  as  November,  1887,  he  submitted  several  labels  to 
Somerset  House,  amoDgst  the  number  being  one  for  "  The 
Cough-syrup.  Dose :  A  teaspoonful  occasionally."  It  was 
merely  a  slip-label,  with  his  name  and  address.  The  following 
reply  was  received : — 

"With  regard  to  the  label  for  'The  Cough-syrup,'  I 
have  to  say  that  if  the  word  '  The  '  is  struck  out,  and  the 
article  merely  described  as  '  cough-sjrup,'  no  liability  to 
duty  will  be  entailed  by  its  use." 

It  is  evident  from  this  reply  that  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities  have  long  held  the  view  that  the  word  '  The" 
implies  proprietary  right. 


Kupee  Salaries. 

SiB, — The  remarks  of  "A  Victim  of  the  Rupee,"  in  your 
issue  of  November  2,  are  worth  the  attention  of  every 
chemist  intending  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  glorious  East. 
I  think,  however,  the  "  Victim "  has  made  a  mistake  in 
stating  that  the  salaries  of  chemists  range  from  150r. 
with  board  to  350r.  with  lodgings.  The  latter  salary  is  rarely 
reached,  and  then  only  after  ten  or  fifteen  years  have  been 
spent  in  the  country.  The  average  assistant  coming  out  to 
Ceylon,  Burma,  or  India  usually  commencing  at  200r. — rising 
to  300r. — per  month  in  the  four  years,  and  neither  board  nor 
lodging  ;  so  with  the  rupee  at  a  shilling  and  a  fraction  we  are 
not  so  well  off.  The  towns  here  are  indeed  much  the  same 
as  they  were  twenty  years  ago  with  a  very  few  exceptions, 
while  salaries  have  gone  up  fully  30  per  cent,  in  England 
during  the  last  ten  years.  The  exceptions  I  mention  are 
where  the  firms  have  advanced  their  commencing  salary  by 
25r.  or  50r.  per  month.  The  agents  at  home  will  say  that 
ten  years  ago  they  were  paid  so-and-so  for  a  start,  now  they 
give  50r.  a  month  more,  but  they  do  not  tell  you  that  only 
equals  the  salary  paid  them  when  the  rupee  valued  Is.  8d.  or 
so.  The  employer  will  say  he  does  not  get  the  profits  he 
had  twenty  years  ago.  That  is  true,  perhaps,  but  it  applies 
to  every  trade  under  the  sun.  My  advice  to  chemists  thinking 
of  coming  to  India  is,  Hesitate,  unless  you  get  paid  better 
than  at  present.  No  man  can  live  decently  here  under  200r. 
per  month. 

I  should  also  like  to  mention  the  holiday  question.  There 
are  no  holidays  for  chemists'  assistants  in  this  grand  country 
unless  you  are  totally  unfit  for  duty,  and  then  you  may  get  a 
week  or  two  in  the  hospital  to  recruit.    You  cannot  get 


nursed  at  home  in  this  country.  I  don't  mind  this  myself, 
for  I  rather  like  having  a  touch  of  malaria  if  it  is  not  too 
bad,  and  having  a  week  or  ten  days  rest,  but  I  feel  for  young 
fellows  newly  out  from  home  getting  bundled  in  one  of  our 
bullock-carts  and  taken  where  macy  of  them  think  they  shall 
never  return.  If  masters  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  a  trip  to  Europe  every  three  years,  how  is  it  they  do  not 
think  it  necessary  for  their  assistants  to  have  a  change  even 
for  a  month  in  the  year  ? 

No  man  should  come  out  here  unless  he  is  guaranteed 
salary  in  £  s.  d.—150l.,  1151, 2001.,  250Z.  for  four  years  is  the 
salary  he  should  accept,  with  board. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Another  Victim  op  the  Rupee.  (216/65.) 

India,  November  20. 

Sib, — I  am  very  pleased  to  see  your  columns  have  been 
used  to  give  a  note  of  warning  as  to  rupee  salaries.  I  have 
been  engaged  in  one  of  the  largest  chemists'  businesses  in 
Western  India,  so  can  speak  with  some  little  experience  of 
the  subject.  The  present  value  of  the  rupee  is  Is.  lf<Z.,  and 
salaries  through  India  are  paid  in  rupee-currency,  irrespec- 
tive of  exchange.  So  that  there  is  no  guarantee  of  a  fixed 
sterling  salary.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  rupee 
falling  lower  ;  it  has  been  steadily  declining  for  some  years, 
and  there  is  not  considered  the  smallest  chance  of  its 
recovering.  It  is,  of  course,  only  to  be  expected  that  London 
agents  of  firms  in  the  East  should  make  the  best  terms 
possible  on  their  side  with  applicants  for  vacancies,  but 
assistants  should  find  out  for  themselves  before  entering 
upon  an  engagement  the  sterling  value  of  their  salary  at  the 
current  rate  of  exchange  then,  from  a  reliable  source  the 
cost  of  living  and  absolutely  necessary  expenditure,  and 
satisfy  themselves  whether  the  balance  left  will  compensate 
them  for  the  risks  of  an  engagement  in  the  Tropics. 

In  many  instances  quarters  are  found,  which  is  a  decided 
consideration.  There  men  have  oDly  their  food  and  servants 
to  find,  but  when  a  man  has  to  live  "  outdoors "  expenses 
increase  considerably.  Speaking  from  experience,  the  lowest 
an  assistant  should  accept,  with  residence,  is  200r.  per 
month,  and  without  residence  250r. — that  is,  the  first  year. 
Following  years,  of  course,  should  command  an  increase  of 
salary  per  month,  usually  25r.  I  would  not  recommend  any 
one  to  accept  less ;  let  him  rather  stay  at  home.  An  adver- 
tisement for  Ceylon  at  150r.  per  month  outdoors  has  caused 
me  to  speak  on  the  subject.  It  is,  indeed,  a  "  sweating " 
salary  in  a  sweating  country.  I  can  only  hope  sincerely  the 
place  is  still  vacant,  and  will  remain  so  at  the  price. 

One  who  has  Spent  some  Yeabs  in  the  East. 

(223/45.) 

Fluorescent  Principle  of  Calumba. 

Sik, — With  reference  to  Mr.  Gnnn's  paper,  printed  in  your 
issue  of  December  14,  on  a  fluorescent  constituent  of 
calumba,  one  would  naturally  be  lecl  to  the  conclusion  thafe 
the  turbidity  in  preparations  of  calumba — as,  for  example,  the 
concentrated  infusion — is  due  to  the  presence  of  this  fluor- 
escent principle.  Mr.  Gunn  states  that  whether  tincture, 
fluid- extract,  or  infusion  it  is  found  to  be  a  matter  of  im- 
possibility to  remove  the  turbid  appearance  by  any  mode  of 
filtration.  This  conclusion  is  entirely  at  variance  with  our 
experience,  since,  although  we  find  it  difficult,  we  do  not  find 
it  impossible  to  get  a  preparation  which  in  all  particulars 
meets  the  requirements  of  the  most  fastidious.  As  the 
preparations,  after  thus  being  rendered  perfectly  bright  and 
transparent,  are  still  fluorescent,  Mr.  Gunn's  fluorescent 
substance  must  not  be  looked  for  in  the  suspended  matter 
(v/hich  is  really  present  and  not,  as  Mr.  Gunn  remarks,  only 
apparent),  but  must  be  sought  for  in  the  soluble  constituents 
of  the  preparation  after  going  through  a  proper  process  of 
filtration.  Yours  truly, 

Percy  W.  Jones. 

Galen  Works,  Deptford,  December  17. 


Concentrated  Infusions. 

Sib, — Permit  me  to  point  out  some  little  discrepancy 
between  your  abstract  of  my  paper  on  "  Infusions  "  and  the 
original.    In  the  latter  I  gave  the  preference  to  a  process  of 


December  21,  1895 


percolation  for  preparing  concentrated  infusion  of  roses, 
the  menstruum  being  a  mixture  of  1  part  rectified  spirit  and 
4  parts  distilled  water.  For  gentian  I  advocated  the  fol- 
lowing:— First  prepare  a  tincture  of  the  lemon-peel  with 
strong  spirit  (56  per  cent  )  by  macerating  for  three  days,  and 
strain.  (2)  To  the  peel  add  the  distilled  water,  macerate 
one  day  and  again  strain,  press,  and  mix  with  first  tincture  ; 
the  proportion  of  water  being  such  as  to  yield  a  menstruum 
(when  mixed  with  the  strong  tincture)  containing  22  per 
cent,  by  vol.  of  S.V.R.  With  this  menstruum  exhaust  the 
oraDge  and  gentian  by  re- percolation.  Your  report  stated 
"  boil  the  percolate,"  which  is  obviously  undesirable. 

Yours  faithfully, 
16  Finsbury  Circus,  E  C.  R.  A.  Cripps. 

December  14. 

[We  had  some  difficulty  in  making  out  the  sequence  of  the 
Mb.  sent  to  us,  and  are  now  almost  surprised  that  we  got  so 
near  to  the  original. — Ed.] 


Sir, — 1 1  avaread  with  much  interest  the  very  able  paper 
by  Mr.  R.  A.  Cripps.  He  has  placed  in  a  systematic  form 
practical  results  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of  service  in  the 
compiling  of  the  new  B.P.  I  consider  cold  re-percolation  to 
be  the  best  general  method  of  preparing  concentrated  in- 
fusions, using  an  aqueous  menstruum  with  20  per  cent,  of 
S.V.R.  I  have  made  infus.  gent.  co.  by  this  method  :  the- 
percentage  of  extractive  matter  was  good,  and  the  aroma 
left  nothing  to  he  desired.  I  do  not  approve  of  altering  the 
strength  from  1  in  8  to  1  in  10,  unless  the  metric  system  is 
to  be  adopted.  Surely  if  I  require  gss.  of  an  infusion  it  is 
simpler  to  measure  ?ss.  than  24  min.  1  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  no  concentrated  infusion  of  digitalis  will  ever  find  its 
way  into  the  B  P.,  as  I  believe  that  the  most  reliable  pre- 
paration of  this  drug  is  the  freshly  prepared  infusion,  and  it 
must  be  remembered  that  if  the  B  P.  does  not  condone 
concentrated  preparations,  yet  it  legalises  the  use  of  them. 
It  has  been  said  that  concentrated  infusions  are  not  like  the 
fresh  infusions,  because  the  mucilaginous  matter  is  precipi- 
tated by  the  spirit,  but  no  one  will  pretend  that  inf  asions 
owe  their  activity  to  mucilage,  Concentrated  infusions,  if 
prepared  by  pharmacists  themselves  with  care,  would  be  a 
booD,  but  at  present  the  concentrated  infusions  sent  out  by 
the  majority  of  the  wholesale  houses  are  a  disgrace.  If 
chemists  and  druggists  devoted  as  much  time  and  took  as 
much  pride  in  making  their  own  galenicals  to  their  own 
credit  and  to  the  benefit  of  their  apprentices,  as  they  do  in 
grumbling  at  limited  companies  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  the  whole  tone  of  the  trade  would  be  raised,  and 
men  with  the  love  of  research  would  be  born  amongst  us. 

Yours  truly, 

Lowestoft,  December  16.  H.  J.  Henderson. 

Boycotting. 

Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  your  article  on 
'•  Boycotting."  Your  article  is  quite  sensible,  and  I  for  one 
am  surprised  at  the  members  thinking  they  can  do  away 
with  cutting  by  the  "  Smith  Scheme."  I  have  a  scheme, 
which  is  this  : — That  each  provincial  Chemists'  Association 
should  appoint  a  deputy  to  meet  other  deputies  at  a  certain 
centre,  when  a  committee  should  be  formed  whose  duty 
would  be  to  find  out,  say,  twelve  manufacturers,  such  as 
Cockle,  Scott,  Beecham,  &c,  who  would  be  willing  to 
"  boycott  "  those  retailers  who  would  not  undertake  to  sell 
at  or  above  a  fixed  minimum  price.  The  duty  of  obtaining 
signatures  to  the  agreements  should  be  done  by  the  various 
Associations,  each  canvassing  their  own  district.  Unless  the 
Associations  could  obtain,  say,  97  per  cent,  of  retailers  to 
sign  the  agreement  the  whole  thing  would  fall  through, 
but  I  think  with  very  little  difficulty  99  per  cent,  of  signa- 
tures could  be  obtained.  The  agreement  could  be  drawn 
up  like  the  "Yinolia"  agreement,  but  a  provision  added 
making  the  agreement  null  and  void  if  the  requisite 
number  of  signatures  were  not  obtained  by  a  certain  day ; 
also  a  clause  fixing  the  date  upon  which  every  retailer 
would  advance  his  price. 

If  the  scheme  worked  all  right  with  the  first  batch  of 
articles  taken,  another  and  more  extensive  list  could  be  un- 
dertaken. Yours  truly, 

51  New  Street,  Birmingham,  William  Izon. 

December  14. 
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Cinnamon. 

Sir, — I  read  recently  of  a  conviction  lor  selling  cinnamon 
which  the  analyst  certified  to  be  cassia,  and  on  testing  my 
stock  get  the  following  results : — 

Pulv.  cinnamomi:  a  decoction  cooled,  and  a  solution  of 
iodine  added,  gave  a  blue  colour. 

Pulv.  cinnamomi  mixed  with  water  >  zold),  and  a  solution 
of  iodine  added,  gave  a  slaty  blue. 

Cortex  cinnamomi,  bruised  in  a  mortar,  boiled  in  water  and 
the  decoction  cooled,  gave  a  blue  colour  with  a  solution  of 
iodine. 

The  B.P.  says  a  decoction  when  coded  is  not  coloured  by 
iodine.  Yours  truly, 

Liverpool.  Geo.  M.  Sleggs. 

[The  Pharmacopoeia  is  wrong,  for  cinnamon- decoction 
does  give  a  blue  colour  with  excess  of  tincture  of  iodine.  If 
the  tincture  is  added  drop  by  drop,  the  first  drops  do  not 
give  a  permanent  colour,  probably  because  the  essential  oil! 
absorbs  the  iodine ;  after  that  the  colour  remains.  Fliickiger 
and  Hanbury  fully  worked  out  this  point  more  than  twenty 
years  ago,  and  we  presume  that  the  retention  of  the  sentence 
referred  to  in  the  B.P.  is  an  oversight. — Ed.  C.  $  B.~\ 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Correspondents  should  consult  "The  Art  of  JXipenting"  in  regard  to  dit- 
pensing  difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained,  therein  may  l-e  sent  to  tha 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  qf  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 

214/1.  Doubtful  (Belfast), — (1)  Salicylate  of  soda  forms 
an  insoluble  quinine  salicylate  when  nixed  with  ferri  et 
quininre  cit.  (2)  If  calomel  and  hard  soap  are  in  a  pill- 
mass  together  water  must  be  used  to  assist  in  massing, 
and  even  if  the  soap  was  perfectly  central  to  start  with, 
the  water  will  cause  hydrolysis  with  liberation  of  alkali, 
which,  of  course,  decomposes  the  calomel.  We  are  surprised 
to  have  such  elementary  questions  from  a  ''Pharmacist." 


Cocaine  and  Iodine — Mr.  Knight,  or  Windle  &  Co.'s 
Edgware  Road,  W.,  sends  us  a  sample  of  a  mixture  which 
is  frequently  prescribed  in  that  district  for  the  cure  of 
gastritis.    The  prescription  is  as  follows : — 

Cocaiua?  hydrocWor   gr:-iij. 

Tr.  iodi  5ss. 

Aq.  ad   ..       ..  sij. 

Sig.  :  5j-  P1'0  dose. 

Some  chameleon-like  changes  take  place  in  compounding 
this,  the  final  result  being  a  clear  mixture  with  a  resinous- 
looking  reddish- brown  deposit,  which  adheres  to  the  bottom, 
and  partially  to  the  sides  of  the  bottle.  This  is  due  to  the 
well-known  partiality  which  free  iodine  has  for  alkaloids, 
and  in  this  case,  the  alkaloid  being  in  excess,  the  iodine  is 
wholly  precipitated,  and  cocaine  still  remains  in  solution. 
Presumably  the  mixture  is  beneficial  in  spite  of  this. 


Iodide  and  Nitrite  in  Mixture. 

Sir, — I  append  copy  of  a  prescription  received  at  our  dis- 
pensing-counter this  morning.  Will  you  kindly  inform  me 
what  decomposition  takes  place  ir.  the  mixture  prepared 
from  it  ?  Yours  truly. 

Apprentice.  (223/14.) 

Potass,  iodid.    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  5j. 

Sodii  nitrite    ..       ..    gr.  xxiv. 

Tinct.  stramou  3ij. 

Liq.  stryeh.  hyd  TUxxsrj. 

Ext.  glycyrrh.  liq  3ss. 

Aquam  ad        ..  •.  ovj. 

II.   Ft.  mist. 

[The  free  acid  in  the  strychnine  solution  liberates  a  little 
nitrous  acid,  which  decomposes  some  iodide,  and  as  Eoon  as 
decomposition  of  an  iodide  is  started  id  presence  of  nitrous 
acid  and  oxygen  it  goes  on  until  the  oxygen  or  iodide  is 
J  exhausted.] 
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Two  Prescriptions  for  Trial. 
Sie, — The  prescription  annexed  has  been  dispensed  by 
three  houses — quite  clear  twice,  and  once  with  flocculent 
precipitate.   How  should  it  be  sent  out  1 

Yours  truly, 

December  14.  Subscribes.  (222/38. 

Liq.  strychn.  hylrochlor   Ttlxiv. 

Quinise  hydrochlor   gr.  xvj. 

Sodii  hypophosph   3ij. 

Glycerini    ..       ..  Sj. 

Aquoe  ad   . .  SviiJ. 

M. 

Coch.  j.  ter  die. 


Sir, — I  had  the  following  prescription  handed  in  to  dis- 


pense yesterday  r — 

Zinci  oxid.  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3iij. 

Glycerini    3iij. 

OL  oliva?  opt.  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3vj. 

Liq.  calcis  ad   Jiij. 

Ft.  ung. 
Sig. :  "  The  liniment." 


I  made  several  attempts  at  it,  and  succeeded  at  last  in  get- 
ting a  respectable  emulsion,  but  not  as  I  should  like  it.  What 
is  your  opinion  about  it  2       Yours  respectfully, 

Minberion.  (221/43) 

[We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  the  opinions  of  dispensers  on 
these  prescriptions,  expressed,  if  possible,  on  postcards. — 
Ed.  C.  $  D.] 

LEGAL  QUERIES. 


immediateinformation  on pharmaco-legal  matters  is  Mailable  in  "Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  JJrMed  Kingdom"  Alpe't  "Handy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaby. 


212/57.  H.  H. — We  cannot  make  trade-mark  searches. 
We  do  not  know  the  powders  you  refer  to,  so  we  cannot  tell 
you  the  composition,  nor  whether  the  title  is  registered. 


217/74.  J.  R.  S  — The  sale  of  poisons  in  Denmark  is 
restricted,  as  the  sale  of  all  medicines  is,  to  qualified  phar- 
macists, of  whom  there  are  a  limited  number  who  hold 
licences  from  the  State  for  keeping  open  shop.  In  Switzer- 
land the  conditions  are  similar,  bat  pbarmaciens,  who  must 
pass  the  Major  examination,  may  start  business  where 
they  please.  The  regulations  as  to  the  storage  of  poisons 
are  strict,  and  the  most  potent  poisons  are  only  delivered  on 
order  signed  by  a  medical  man. 


223/64.  W.  O.  S. — It  is  not  necessary  to  employ  a 
solicitor  to  draw  up  an  apprenticeship- deed.  The  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  supply  forms  bearing  the  2s.  6d.  stamp,  and 
you  can  obtain  these  at  any  branch  office  of  the  Inland 
Eevenue,  or  (we  believe)  at  any  chief  post-office.  After 
filling  in  the  blanks,  the  apprentice  should  sign  on  the  top 
line,  and,  placing  his  finger  on  the  seal  or  wafer  annexed, 
say,  "This  is  my  seal ;  I  deliver  this  as  my  act  and  deed." 
The  parent  or  guardian  and  the  master  go  through  a  similar 
form,  signing  on  the  second  and  third  lines  respectively,  and 
the  document  then  becomes  a  legal  indenture. 


212/2.  Mercury. — At  present  the  power  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Hall,  Dublin,  to  grant  its  diploma  as  a  complete 
registrable  medical  qualification  is  suspended.  The  English 
Apothecaries'  diploma  is  a  registrable  qualification.  Neither 
diploma  is  granted  without  examination.  You  have  mis- 
understood the  paragraph,  which  refers  solely  to  the  Pre- 
liminary examination,  and,  as  you  are  a  registered  medical 
student,  it  does  not  affect  you.  We  must  refer  you  to  the 
regulations  of  each  body  for  particulars  as  to  the  acceptance 
of  specific  pharmaceutical  subjects,  but  we  may  say  that  no 
pharmaceutical  examination  is  accepted  pro  tanto  for  a 
medical  professional  examination. 


222/15.  Scribe. — We  have  never  heard  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Society  granting  their  assistants'  certificate  without  exami- 
nation, nor  do  we  suppose  they  would  accept  the  Major  in 
lieu  of  it. 


225/16.  Nunquam. — Strictly,  when  magnesia  is  asked  for, 
calcined  magnesia,  not  the  carbonate,  should  be  supplied. 
In  England,  we  believe,  however,  it  is  the  custom  to  supply 
the  latter,  and  many  practitioners  think  it  the  more  suitable 
medicine  for  children.  In  Scotland  the  calcined  is  generally 
sold  in  pennyworths.  Ammonia  is  an  analogous  case,  the 
carbonate  being  universally  supplied  when  a  pennyworth  of 
ammonia  is  asked  for. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Back  numbers  containing  formulae,  educational  or  other  specific  information 

can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 
N.B. —  We  destroy  anonymous  letters.    We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind 

here  dealt  with  by  post.    We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 

separate  sheets  of  paper. 


201/61.  J.  TP.  M. — The  caffeine  has  in  your  hands  behaved 
towards  hydrobromic  acid  as  it  always  does.  The  hydro- 
bromide  of  the  alkaloid,  if  formed  in  solution,  splits  up  on 
evaporation.  The  only  way  to  make  Caffeine  Hydro- 
bromide  is  to  start  with  as  strong  an  acid  as  possible,  and 
use  it  in  excess.  For  212  gr.  of  caffeine,  81  gr.  of  HBr  are 
required  at  least,  so  use  5'iij.  itix.  of  ac.  hydrobrom.  cone, 
s.g.  1-305  (or  even  g^s.).  Warm  in  a  glass  capsule,  and  dis- 
solve the  caffeine  in  it ;  crystallisation  sets  in  very  quickly. 
Allow  to  stand  overnight,  and  press  the  mass  in  bibulous 
paper  to  absorb  excess  of  acid  and  water.  The  commercial 
salt  is  stated  by  Squire  to  be  a  mixture  of  caffeine  with 
1  per  cent.  HBr,  but  the  normal  salt  is  obtainable,  and  is 
made  by  a  method  similar  to  the  above. 


215/50.  Vet. — (1)  The  purging-powder  for  horses  to  which 
you  refer  contains  powdered  croton-seeds.  (2)  Worm- 
powders  for  Horses  — See  pages  42  and  89  of  "  Veterinary 
Counter- practice,"  omitting  the  excipient  from  the  oall.  Or 
you  may  prefer  the  following  old-fashioned  remedy  : — 


Cupri  sulph.      . .    3j. 

Arsenic,  alb   3SS- 

Pulv.  sem.  santonic   ..  3j. 

Pulv.  glycyrrh   3iv. 

M. 


A  tablespoonful  in  a  mash  twice  a  week. 


185/72.  Alpha  — Zinc-and- glycerine  Cream  — Omit  the 
liq.  cocci  from  the  glycerine  jelly  (1895  Diaky,  pas<e  230), 
and  add  1  cz.  of  zinc  oxide  rubbed  up  with  1  cz.  of 
glycerine. 


201/21.  Needles. — Easton's  Syrup. — You  use  double  the 
quantity  of  phosphoric  acid  that  is  required,  and  far  too 
much  sugar.    The  proper  proportions  are — 


Iron  wire    gr.  Ixv. 

Strychnine  r      . .       . .  gr.  v. 

Syrupy  phosphoric  acid  (s.g.  1*500)        . .  3xi- 

Quinine  phosphate  ..       ..       ..       ..  3'j- 

Simple  syrup   3xiij. 

Water  to    Sxx. 

M.S.A. 


219/50.  Salt  of  Lemons.— Oxalic  Acid  is  mo  e  etf'ectual 
than  binoxalate  of  potash  in  removing  iron  staii  *  but  it  is 
more  apt  to  destroy  the  fabric. 


220/13.  Myrrh—  The  Children's  Hair-lotion  (No  1, 
1894  Diary,  page  356)  is  intended  to  be  used  alone  but  it 
may  be  diluted  with  an  equal  volume  of  w;i'e  uhout 
deterioration. 
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202/16.    W.  B. — See  Mr.  Grippe's  paper  in  last  issue. 


203/49.  Alchemist.— (1)  Sulphur  lotion  for  the  Com- 
plexion.— Such  a  preparation  as  the  following  is  generally 


given : — 

Ac.  sulphuros  3iij- 

Glycerini  3ss. 

Aq.  rosie  ad       ..       ..       .,       ..       ..  Siij. 

M. 


Tint  with  a  drop  or  two  of  liq.  coc:i,  or  acid  a  little  precipitated  sulphur. 

The  perfume  may,  of  course,  be  modified  as  you  please.  (2) 
Hop  tonic— See  C.  $  D.,  February  2,  1895,  page  201. 


206/44.  W.  H. — Printers'  Ink  is  made  by  levigating  lamp- 
black and  Prussian  blue  with  a  mixture  of  boiled  linseed  oil, 
resin,  and  soap.  We  can  assure  you  that  you  could  not 
make  it  although  you  were  to  try,  and  you  had  better  buy  a 
pound  or  two.    The  following  is  a  recipe  for  an  imitation  to 


be  made  in  a  mortar : — 

Lamp-black       ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Siij. 

Prussian  blue     ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Sss. 

Indian  red   ..  ..  ..  5VJ- 

Yellow  primrose  soa p   Siij. 

Copaiba    . .       . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Six. 

Mix  well. 


The  roller-composition  is  made  of  glue,  treacle,  and  water. 


212/22.  Copaib.—L\q_.  Santal  Plav.  Co.— See  C.  $  D. 
Diaey,  1894,  page  370. 


215/2.  Tabloid.— The  last  edition  of  Wills's  "Materia 
Medica"  (advanced)  was  published  in  1889,  and  no  new 
one  will  be  issued  until  after  the  new  B.P.  appears.  The  latest 
elementary  "  Materia  Medica  "  was  published  in  1893. 


218/5.  W.  B.  M. — You  will  find  some  interesting  informa  ■ 
tion  on  Blackheads  in  the  189*  Diaby,  page  357. 


218/74.  Borax. — Finot's  cachet-apparatus  is  as  cheap  a 
one  as  you  can  get. 


219/2.  Crumpsall.  —There  are  three  good  recipes  for 
Heliotrope  Sachet  in  the  1895  Diaey,  page  405.  The 
third  one  will  probably  suit  your  purpose  best. 


219/15.  TP.  F.  S  —  A  igr.  dose  of  Cocaine  Hydro- 
chlorate  wotfld  be  quite  safe,  but  of  no  real  advantage  in 
an  aperient  esserice;  moreover,  this  addition  will  necessitate 
labelling  the  essence  "Poison,"  and  entering  all  sales  in  the 
poisons-book. 


217/54.  Zemo  — Snuff  makers  use  Tonquin-bean,  musk, 
otto  of  rose,  and  other  perfumes  very  largely,  and  the  com- 
binations vary.  Even  oil  of  peppermint  enters  into  some 
snuffs.    Tonquin-bean  is  the  common  base. 


217/29.  Mazzavutinto  —  (V)  Whitla's  "Dictionary  of 
Treatment"  (Henry  Renshaw,  16s.)  would  suit  your  purpose 
best.  A  new  edition  has  just  been  published.  A  dictionary 
of  medical  terms  gives  only  definitions.  (2)  Sodium 
bicarbonate  is  a  necessary  addition  to  milk  in  peptonising, 
because  pancreatin  acts  only  in  neutral  or  alkaline  media, 
and  the  initial  curdling  of  the  milk  is  accompanied  by 
liberation  of  lactic  acid.  (3)  One  of  the  best  books  dealing 
with  the  peptonisation  of  food,  amongst  other  matters,  is 
Burnet's  "  Foods  and  Dietaries  :  How  and  When  to  Feed  the 
Sick  "  (Griffin,  4s  ). 


219/35.  R.  S.  P.— You  can  get  creme  d'amande  un- 
scented  from  any  wholesale  house.  Most  soap-makers 
manufacture  it,  such  as  Cook  and  Gibbs.  See  Diary  or  current 
issues  for  thtir  addresses. 


215/14.  Lancastrian  — There  is  no  doubt  that  the^ 
addition  of  pulv.  iridis  rhiz  subtil,  to  Violet-powder  is  of" 
great  advantage  in  retaining  the  perfume  for  a  long  time, 
because  the  liquid  soaks  into  the  tissue  of  the  orris  and  is 
not  so  readily  dissipated  as  when  the  powder  is  composed  of 
starch  or  mineral  matter  solely. 


219/33.  Dens. — It  has  been  proved  that  Calomel-powders^ 
containing  sugar  undergo  charge  when  kept  for  a  time,  a 
trace  of  corrosive  sublimate  being  formed.  This  is  the  only 
risk  attached  to  them  when  given  to  children  ;  but  if  you 
make  them  up  fresh,  or  are  sure  that  they  can  te  used 
within  three  months,  there  is  no  risk  in  giving  them.  These 
would  certainly  be  more  risk  in  giving  the  powders  contain- 
ing sodium  bicarbonate,  the  formula  of  which  you  submit. 
Speaking  to  a  medical  practitioner  on  this  subject  a  week 
or  two  ago,  he  said  he  found  nothing  so  effectual  in  the 
constipation  of  children  as  a  grain  dose  of  calomel,  and  he 
keeps  it  in  his  dispensary  in  this  lorm  : — 

Hydrarg.  subchlor.     . .       . .       . .       . .    pt.  j. 

Pulv.  sacchar.  alb.      . .       . .       . .       . .    pt.  iij. 

M. 

Dose :  For  children  between  1  and  4  years  4  gi\,  then  1  gr.  more  for  each 
year  up  to  8  years. 


218/47.  F.  G.  B.— Dresden  Plaster — This  is  a  common 
household  remedy  in  Holland,  but  we  cannot  at  present 
trace  the  formula  for  it.  As  far  as  we  can  judge,  equal 
parts  of  lard,  resin  plaster,  and  emp.  roborans  would  give 
you  the  same  thing.  Perhaps  some  Dutch  subscriber  may 
give  us  some  particulars  about  the  plaster. 


211/42.  H.  R  —  (1)  Spt.  8apon  Kalin.  (Hebra)  is  a  mix- 
ture of  soft-soap  1  part,  S.V.R  3  parts,  and  water  2  parts, 
all  by  weight.  The  soft-soap  is  made  from  linseed  oil. 
(2)  Lotio  Saponis  Kalini  (Hebra)  is  soft-soap  5iv.,  oil  of 
lavender  irtxv.,  boiling  water  §yiij.  Mix. 


212/61.  Aristol.— (1)  Liq.  Scillse  pro  Syrupo  (1  to  7).— 
Squill,  2 \  oz. ;  acetic  acid,  2|  oz  ;  water,  a  sufficiency.  Pre- 
pare by  iepercolation.  Product  should  measure  5  oz.  5  dr. 
(2)  Liq.  Bhamni  pro  Syrupo  (1  to  7). — To  make  this  we 
suppose  you  must  evaporate  \  gallon  of  buckthorn- juice 
to  8  oz  ,  then  add  to  it  1J  oz.  tr.  zingib.  fort.,  oil  of  pimento 
mxij.  dissolved  in  3J  oz.  of  S.V.R.  Allow  to  stand  untii 
clear,  decant  the  cUar  portion,  filter  the  rest,  and  wash  ihe 
filter  with  proof  spirit  to  13  oz.    Try  this  formula. 


212/1.  J.  Temple  —Bay  Bum.— See  C.  4-  B.,  Septem- 
ber 22,  1894,  page  470.  [We  wish  you  would  not  adopt  a 
710 ni  dc  plume  so  like  a  surname.  There  are  several  Temples 
in  the  drug-trade,  either  or  all  of  whom  may  object  to  an 
Irishman  taking  liberties  with  their  came. — Ed.] 


192/16.  Cytos.  —  American  Mixture  for  Nervous 
Debility. — A  sample  bronght  from  the  United  Slates,  and 
used  with  beneficial  results  by  a  man  who  has  suffered  from 


spermatorrhoea : — 

Sodii  bromidi   oviij. 

Spt.  carui  (1-40)    3j. 

Elixir  aurantii   Siij. 

Liq.  cocci        ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  oiss. 

Glycerin:  ad     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Svj. 

M. 


Dose  :  One  teaspoonful  thrice  daily. 

The  elixir  should  be  made  with  glycerine  instcal  of  scgrr" 
The  mixture  is  free  frcm  sugar. 


206/37.  G.H.A. — (1)  Temperance  Wine  mixtures  — 
See  the  1896  Diaby,  page  fc31 ;  alto  the  1894  Diahy,. 
page  364.  (2)  Bcoks  on  Electric  Light —Solomon's- 
"  Electric-light  Installations  "  (Whitlaker,  6a.)  ;  Walker's 
"Electricity  in  our  Homes  and  Workshops "  (Whittaktr 
6a). 
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191/195.  Yorkshire  Bite.— (I)  "How  do  I  Stand?"  is 
published  by  Mawson,  Swan  &  Weddell,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
at  Is.  post  free.    (2)  Bronchitis-mixture,  similar  to  your 


sample : — 

Tr.  camph.  CO   Sj. 

Tr.  tolutan.         ..       ..       ,   |ss. 

Syr.  scillae  ..      ..    '  ..       ..      ..  .. 

Inf.  senegs  cone   Jj. 

Aq.  ad    Svitj. 

M. 


&.  dessertspoonftil  fee  %  dose  thrice  daily  and  at  bedtime. 


198/46.    Opoponax  — Tooth-powder — The  only  perfume 

in  your  sample  is  orris.  The  composition  of  the  powder  is 
substantially  as  follows  : — 

Calc.  carb.  ppt.   ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Jiv. 

Mag.  carb.  levis  '      . .       ..  Jfj. 

Pulv.  iridis   

Pulv.  sapon.  alb   3j. 


206/28.  K.  S. — (1/  Powder  for  Preserving  Meat,  used 
by  pork-butchers — A  mixture  of  4  parts  of  borax  and  3  parts 
of  boric  acid.  (2)  Powder  for  Colouring  Sausage-skins. — 
A  mixture  of  borax  6  parts  and  OC  scarlet  1  part. 


206/45.  A.  IV. — Boiler- scale. — In  Spon's  "  Dictionary  o 
Engineering"  there  is  a  chapter  dealing  with  boilers,  in 
which  you  will  find  something  about  treatment  of  scale,  also 
in  Wilson's  "Treatise  on  Steam-boilers"  (Lockwood,  6s.), 
but  the  subject  is  not  at  all  fully  treated  in  text-books. 


191/18.  T.  W.  L. — The  cause  of  Sponges  becoming  slimy 
is  leaving  them  lying  in  the  water,  or  not  squeezing  thoroughly 
after  washing.  Cheap  sponges  become  slimy  more  quickly 
than  better  qualities,  but  this  objectionable  feature  can  be 
averted  in  all  cases  by  rinsing  in  cold  water  after  use,  squeez- 
ing out  all  the  water  possible,  and  keeping  in  a  basket,  so 
that  air  may  circulate  freely  through.  We  presume  that 
the  slimy  substance  is  a  silicate  formed  by  the  action  of 
alkali  (from  the  water  or  soap)  upon  the  sponge  spicules. 


206/14.  Prima. — Your  formula  for  a  Hectograph-pad  is 
not  a  good  one.  The  original  formula  (the  patent  of.  which 
has  expired)  was  published  in  the  C.  §  D.  for  November  17, 
1894,  page  711.  It  contains  twice  as  much  gelatine  as  there 
is  in  your  formula.    That  is  where  you  have  gone  wrong. 


206/19.  Leander.— See  C.  $.  D.,  April  13,  1895,  page  523, 
in  regard  to  Sheep- dips. 


206/21.  A.  L.  J. — The  formula  which  you  submit  is  one 
■communicated  by  a  subscriber  for  making  Cloudy  Ammonia. 
To  have  a  clear  solution  omit  the  Eau  de  Cologne  and 
substitute  for  plain  water  the  following : — 


01.  rosmariai    ..   Vlxv 

01.  citronelUe   Tr(x. 

S.T.R.     ..      ..   3ij. 

Aq.  ad   5x1. 


Dissolve  the  oils  in  the  spirit,  add  to  the  water,  shake  with  J  oz.  of 
fullers'  earth,  and  filter. 

A  pint  of  this  with  J  pint  of  liq.  ammon.  fort,  and  |  dr. 
of  curd  or  soft  soap  will  give  you  the  desired  solution. 


206/7.  Man  in  the  Moon — You  cannot  learn  all  about  the 
manufacture  of  aerated  waters  from  books.  Your  best  plan 
to  begin  with  is  to  get  the  makers'  catalogues.  See  under 
"Aerated"  in  the  DlABY  "Buyer's  Guide,"  page  163 
After  consulting  these,  if  you  cannot  get  access  to  an 
aerated-water  factory,  you  may  see  the  apparatus  at  work 
in  the  machinery  manufacturers'  works.  With  501.  you  can 
buy  an  efficient  apparatus  to  work  with  liquefied  carbonic- 
acid  gas,  and  leave  a  good  margin  for  experiment.  As  you 
do  not  tell  us  what  your  aerated  drink  is,  we  cannot  advise 
you  satisfactorily  regarding  it.  | 


206/20.  Hirsute. — For  a  Pomade  Hongroise  recipe,  see 
our  Summer  Number,  page  124. 


207/95.  T.  It,  — We  do  not  know  what  Benzoinal  is 
Do  you  not  mean  benzosol  1 


206/74.  Belfast. — (1)  Please  note  that  numbers  should 
not  be  used  as  noms-de-phime.  The  numbers  which  we  use 
are  taken  from  our  correspondence-registers.  (2)  Aq.  Bosae 
Cone. — We  presume  it  is  the  stearoptene  of  the  otto  which 
troubles  you,  as  otherwise  this  concentrated  water  is  the 
easiest  to  make.  The  stearoptene  of  the  otto  is  quite  odour- 
less and  valueless.  Follow  the  July  20  formula,  but  treat 
the  otto  with  a  mixture  of  2  parts  S.V.R.  and  1  part  water 
(1  of  otto  to  3  of  the  mixture) ;  cool,  and  filter  from  the 
undissolved  stearoptene.  (3)  There  is  no  royal  road  for 
making  the  liquors  referred  to. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


for  this  section  we  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  subscribers  brief  notes  on 
practical  subjects,  recipes  which  have  been  found  good  in  practice  or  which 
have  required  modification,  and  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any  pharma- 
ceutical or  trade  matter. 


Growing  Henbane,  &e. — In  reply  to  a  request  for  in- 
formation about  the  cultivation  of  henbane,  Mr.  W.  Spencer 
Turner,  of  Willingham,  sends  us  the  following  note : — The 
henbane  and  stramonium  seeds  may  be  sown  and  grown 
after  the  general  rule  for  hardy  herbaceous  garden  plants,  as 
they  are  both  natives  of  England — or,  at  any  rate,  henbane 
is,  while  stramonium  has  been  cultivated  for  some  few  cen- 
turies— therefore  "sow  the  seeds  thinly  in  any  good  garden 
loam,  keeping  them  at  a  temperature  of  from  40°  to  45°  F.  ;  set 
out  into  pots  as  soon  as  large  enough,  and  plant  out  in  April 
or  May."  They  do  not  really  need  so  much  attention  as  that, 
and  will  grow  if  sown  in  the  open  in  the  early  spring,  and  then 
planted  out  when  they  are  big  enough  to  handle,  leaving  a 
space  of  about  2  feet  between  the  plants.  Henbane  is  not 
rare  in  the  Fen  districts  of  England,  either  wild  or  in  small 
cultivated  patches.  I  understand  that  it  grows  wild 
abundantly  in  the  Essex  marshes  and  in  the  South  coast, 
and  on  a  sandy  islet  just  outside  Barrow  Harbour.  I  have 
myself  seen  it  growing  on  the  ruins  of  Fotheringay  Castle, 
and  on  some  waste  land  near  Bedford  Eailway  Station,  and 
there  are  seVeral  cultivated  plots  of  it  round  here  and  round 
Peterborough.  I  have  never  seen  stramonium  really  wild, 
although  it  is  a  common  garden  "  weed "  especially  in 
chemists'  gardens,  but  "that  boy"  generally  pulls  it  up 
before  it  comes  to  anything.  MiDe  came  up  in  my  garden 
in  this  way,  so  did  henbane  and  Solanum  nigrum ;  and,  as  I 
weeded  my  garden  myself,  they  formed  very  good  plants. 
The  henbane  has  all  died  down  now  (first  year),  but  the 
stramonium-fruits  have  come  in  very  useful  for  show-pur- 
poses. I  ought  to  mention  that  I  have  sent  away  sixty- 
seven  packets  of  each  seed  last  week,  so  I  think  if  anybody 
else  should  feel  moved  to  apply  for  some  they  might  enclose 
a  few  extra  stamps  "  towards  expenses."  4 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postcard  replies  to  thi 
following : — 

215/65.  What  is  the  composition  used  for  making  black 
adhesive  tape  for  fishing-rods  ? 


The  only  meetings  which  we  have  to  announce  for  next 
week  are  those  of  the  Aberdeen  Junior  Association,  to  be  held 
on  Friday,  December  27,  and  of  Professor  McKendrick's 
lecture  on  "  Sound  Hearing  and  Speech  "  at  the  Royal  Insti- 
tution on  Saturday,  at  3  p.m.  Reporters  and  other  corre- 
spondents will  please  note  that  reports  of  the  meetings  held 
in  the  week  now  ending  should  be  posted  to  us  not  later  than 
Monday  next,  as  we  go  to  press  earlier  than  usual  in  con- 
sequence of  Christmas. 


